





Members of the South Wales Classic Car 
Club brought their vintage vehicles to town 
last weekend. For details, and for more 
J photographs by GLYN EVANS, see page 5. 
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Jobs boost for 
Bridgend as Ford 
invests £24ni 

(See page 3) 

VanAboullwiin 

, _ _y' See feature on pages 23-25 

Wiidmiii famiiy 
saved after 
lam house fire 

(see page 5) 

GETTING IN GEAR FOR A CLASSIC ENCOUNTER AT SARN! 


Need To Send 
A Parcel? 


THE FAST AND EASY WAY 
TO SEND YOUR PARCELS 

Bu 5 dng or Selling on 
Auction Sites? 


Cheaper than your local 
High Street Parcel Service. 


Packing Service Available. 
Please ask for details. 




Parcel 

Promise 


Call Us Now on 

01656 671828 


Find Us: Unit 5, 

South Comelly Trading Estate, 
Porthcawl CF33 4RE. 

2 minutes from M4 J37 


TREASURER (aged 77) STOLE 
£90,000 FROM PORTHCAWL 
FREEMASONS’ CARE HOME 


(Read the full stori; on page 7) 




HECTOR E 

f- 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 




01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate (Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 




www.theodorereclannation.co.uk 

Open 7 days: Weekdays 8.30ani-4.15pni; 
Weekends and BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 8.30am-12.15pm. 



* FREE Microchipping for your' 
dog from Dogs Trust* 
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MP hands over cheque to 
help rebuilding of Hope! 



BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
recently returned to 
Hope Church in 
Porthcawl - to see 
how building work 
was going - and to 
pass on another 
cheque, received 
from completing 
parliamentary ques¬ 
tionnaires. 

She met with secretary 
Lana Morgan and Paul 
Marshallsea, project man¬ 
ager, who were delighted 
to receive the donation to 
the project and gave her a 
tour to see how work has 
progressed over the past 
few months 

Afterwards the MP 
Madeleine said: “A new 
slate roof on the building has 
made it safe and secure from the 
elements and it has begun to feel 
loved and cared for again. 

“There is still much more work 
to be done inside and out, but 
funding applications have been 
sent to organisations who may be 
able to help financially and their 
responses are awaited cautiously 


ABOVE: The Bridgend MP hands over her cheque. 


by the team. 

“Some renovation work has 
begun inside on the small school 
room near the kitchen which 
means they will eventually be 
able to hold coffee mornings and 
also provide hot meals midweek 
for pensioners. 

“There is still a long way to go, 
but Lana and Paul have enormous 


amounts of energy and enthusi¬ 
asm to continue working hard on 
this project.” 

If you can help in anyway, vol¬ 
unteering or donations, please 
contact Lana Morgan by email: 
hopeconc@live.co.uk or write to 
The Secretary, 319 New Road, 
Newton Porthcawl CF36 5PH or 
telephone: 07840162316 


CALL TO HELP OVER-50s 
BACK INTO EMPLOYMENT 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


A CHARITY which 
supports older peo¬ 
ple in the jobs mar¬ 
ket, is calling for 
the Welsh 

Government to do 
more to help over- 
50s in Bridgend 
county borough. 

PRIME Cymru, the 
charity established to 
assist people who are 
over 50 to become and 
remain economically 
active has called upon 
the Welsh Government 
to take urgent action to 
address the “hidden 
generation” of people 
over 50 who are jobless 


THE April meeting 
of Sker WI was 
held recently at St 
David’s Church 
Hall, Nottage, when 
president Nina 
Charlesworth wel¬ 
comed members. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Vernon 
Edwards, who gave a 
very informative talk on 
‘Native American 
Indians’ and was 
dressed in traditional 
costume. 

The original Indians 
came south from 
Siberia, and Mr 
Edwards described how 
the tribes lived and sur¬ 
vived by moving from 
place to place. 

There were many dif¬ 
ferent tribes and the 
Sioux Indians lived 
mainly on the plains. It 


in Wales. 

The charity points 
out that, in 2007, the 
One Wales policy docu¬ 
ment had a target of an 
80 per cent employ¬ 
ment level for the 
Welsh economy. The 
employment rate for 
people between 50 and 
state pension age in 
Bridgend is 63 per 
cent. 

PRIME Cymru says 
that there are currently 
over 10,000 older peo¬ 
ple who are jobless in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough. Older jobseekers 


was only when the 
Spanish arrived in 
America that the Indians 
finally had horses. 

Within a family, the 
girls were brought up by 
the women and likewise 
the boys by the men. 

When it came to 
marriage the father 
accepted the highest bid 
for his daughter. 

The Indian clothes 
and headdresses are 
very ornate. There are 
still many Indians in 
America living on reser¬ 
vations. 

Final arrangements 
are being made for the 
forthcoming link meet¬ 
ing. The next meeting on 
May 9 will be the AGM 
and resolutions will also 
be discussed. Anyone 
wishing to join us is 
very welcome. 

ANN VIPOND 


are twice as likely to 
still be out of work 
after 12 months than 
any other group. 

David Pugh, chief 
executive of PRIME 
Cymru, said “ We wel¬ 
come the slow but 
steady increase in older 
workers in employ¬ 
ment. 

“However, if the 
Welsh Government 
had reached its 80 per 
cent target, a further 
4,520 older workers 
would be employed in 
the county borough. 

“Without major 
investment and sup¬ 
port for older workers 
to become and remain 
economically active, 
the Welsh Government 
will never reach its tar¬ 
get. “ 

“We are losing the 
skills experience and 
expertise of a genera¬ 
tion. People not work¬ 
ing in their 50s are like¬ 
ly to be the poor and 
unhealthy pensioners 
of the future. \ 

“While we fully sup¬ 
port the measures 
being introduced to 
help younger jobseek¬ 
ers, older people need 
and deserve specialist 
tailored support to 
maximise their poten¬ 
tial. 

“Although there has 
been a Strategy for 


Older People for 10 
years, there has been 
no specific pro¬ 
gramme, action plan or 
strategy to reduce the 
numbers of older job¬ 
less people in Wales.” 

He said that if Wales 
had the same employ¬ 
ment rate for older 
workers as the UK, 
there would be another 
24,000 people in 
employment. This 
would equate to about 
an extra 1,000 in work 
in Bridgend county 
borough. 

Mr Pugh continued: 
“PRIME has worked 
with the Welsh 
Government and have 
recently completed a 
pilot project in south¬ 
east Wales working 
with older jobless peo¬ 
ple. 

“In that project, 100 
per cent of participants 
who completed the 
programme have pro¬ 
gressed into employ¬ 
ment. 

“These successful 
pilots need to be devel¬ 
oped expanded and 
these opportunities 
should be available in 
Bridgend and through¬ 
out Wales.” 

Anyone who would 
like to become a men¬ 
tor or would like assis¬ 
tance can contact 
PRIME Cymru free on 
0800 5874085 or at 
www.primecymru.co.u 
k 


DROP-IN SURGERIES 

Ogmore MP Huw Irranca-Davies will be 
holding a drop-in surgery in Blackmill on 
Friday April 26 between 1pm - 2pm at 
Smith’s Cafe (near the Ogmore Junction 
pub) followed by street surgeries in the area 
between 2pm - 4pm. 


INSIGHTS INTO 
LIFE OF NATIVE 
AMERICANS 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR emailgemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


COUNTING THE 
FUNERAL COSTS 


J r UST a few 
I random 
P thoughts on 
rs Thatcher’s 
funeral... Mr Attlee 
may have had a 
funeral ceremony 
at the Temple 
church with 150 
mourners, but 
there is a film on 
the internet show¬ 
ing his ashes being 
interred in a 
Westminster Abbey 
full of people. 

The commentary does 
not say whether his fam¬ 
ily paid for that as well. 

It is not clear how 
accurate is the £10 mil¬ 


lion estimate for the cost 
of Mrs Thatcher’s funer¬ 
al - nor how much of 
this money would have 
been spent anyway. 

As far as I can under¬ 
stand it, £10 million is 
the amount we give to 
the EU every six hours 
or so. 

If we are concerned 
that the money could 
have been spent on the 
NHS, we might bear in 
mind the £12 billion 
(enough for 1,200 prime 
ministers) which was 
spent on an NHS com¬ 
puter system that never 
worked and had to be 
scrapped. 

R Bradshaw, 
Cowbridge. 


Women are urged 
to unlock their 
career potential 


WOMEN living in 
the Bridgend area 
are being offered the 
chance to unlock 
their ^‘career poten¬ 
tial” - through a 
special programme 
designed to “boost 
their confidence and 
develop new man¬ 
agement skills”. 

The free Ascent’ pro¬ 
gramme, which provides 
recognised management 
training and tailored 
one-to-one support, is 
delivered by Chwarae 
Teg, the women’s eco¬ 
nomic development body 
for Wales. 

It is part of Chwarae 
Teg’s £12.5m European 
Social Fund and Welsh 
Government-funded 
Agile Nation project 
which supports the pro¬ 
gression of women in the 
workplace. 

They are being urged 
to make the most of this 
fully-funded support by 
signing up for the next 
workshop, which starts 
in Bridgend on April 30. 

A spokesperson 
explained that Ascent 
enables female employ¬ 
ees to develop their 
team-leading and man¬ 
agement skills and gain 
an accredited Institute of 
leadership and manage¬ 


ment qualification within 
eight weeks. 

Participants receive 
tailored support, advice 
and guidance as well as 
access to additional cer¬ 
tificated modules. On 
completion of the Ascent 
Programme, partici¬ 
pants are able to access 
an additional training 
allowance worth up to 
£1,000 for further train¬ 
ing. 

Ceri Hart, who 
works for Moneyline 
Cymru, is currently 
enrolled on the Ascent 
programme in Bridgend. 

She signed up to 
improve her leadership 
skills in order to feel 
more confident in apply¬ 
ing for more senior roles 
in her organisation. 

She said: “Since 
beginning Ascent, I’m 
much more confident 
and assertive in the 
workplace. My time 
management skills have 
improved and I have 
developed more efficient 
planning methods to 
manage my workload. 

“I’m now in the 
process of applying for a 
management role. ” 

Call 01443 824410 
for details. 


Did you know 
you can 
read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 


Red kite sightings 

I N relation to Mr Stuart Yendle’s 
question in last week’s GEM regard¬ 
ing the sighting of kites, I can confirm 
to him that at 3.15pm on Wednesday, 
April 17,1 observed a red kite flying over 
the field on the south side of the A48 at 
the top of Crack Hill, making its way 
towards Colwinston. 

At the time it was being mobbed by a crow. 
Unfortunately, no camera was available, but they 
are about in the Vale! 

Glyn Morgan, 

Llantwit Major. 


Red kite in 
Cowbridge 


W ITH refer¬ 
ence to the 
recent cor¬ 
respondence in The 
GEM, I can con¬ 
firm that a Red 
Kite has been seen 
in Cowbridge! 

I saw one flying over 
the ‘three fields’ towards 
Mount Ida just before 
the Easter weekend. I 
had a superb view and 
the signature fork tail 
was clearly visible from 
my window - as our 


house backs onto the 
fields. 

Naturally, I was both 
delighted and surprised 
to see one so close and 
was pleased to read 
Stuart Yendle’s letter in 
The GEM, confirming 
that there is at least one 
Red Kite in the Vale! 

Unfortunately, I didn’t 
have my camera at the 
ready - but I was 100 
per cent certain it was a 
Red Kite. 

Rowena Harbour, 
Cowbridge. 


Wind of change! 

I S it possible that all these wind tur¬ 
bines have pushed Britain further 
north towards the Arctic, like a giant 
hovercraft, and are they also responsible 
for blowing the warm southerly jet 
stream away and giving us this long win¬ 
ter? 

(Well, I only asked!) 

BECKON TO SPRING 

As winter ’5 icy grip slowly lets go. 

The sun and rain see off the ice and snow. 
Nature’s work begins in the cold damp earth. 
And green shoots pierce the soggy turf. 
Woodlands and meadows, come to life once 
more. 

With floral carpets spread on nature’s floor. 
Birds sing in the trees and animals play. 

The shorter night and longer day. 

Spring has come, it’s here at last. 

The year is young once more and winter past. 
Colin Dudley, 

Barry. 

HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MAY 2) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 



will be 20 - 

■ 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

25Thur 

06.44 

9.7 

19.05 

9.9 

26 Fri 

07.26 

10.1 

19.51 

10.2 

27 Sat 

08.11 

10.3 

20.33 

10.3 

28 Sun 

08.54 

10.1 

21.17 

10.1 

29 Mon 

09.41 

9.9 

22.04 

9.8 

30 Tues 

10.27 

9.5 

22.51 

9.3 

01 Wed 

11.19 

8.9 

23.46 

8.8 

02Thur 



12.19 

8.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenewsxo,uk • gemsales@tindlenews,co,uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. Cr71 7EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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TOWN PRESSURE GROUP TO THE RESCUE... 

£1,800 for Lifeguards to help 
replace their stolen quad bike 




LEFT, the group proudly display the cheque. Pictures by 

ABOVE, the donation is handed over to the Lifeguards. MALCOLM NUGENT. 


IT was all smiles on 
a beautiful sunny 
morning in 

Porthcawl last 
Saturday as Rest 
Bay Lifeguards 
received a welcome 
cash boost to help 
replace their stolen 
quad bike. 

Porthcawl First - a 
local pressure group - 
arranged a fundraising 
evening after the quad 
bike, used to launch the 
rescue boat and jet-ski 
when surfers and swim¬ 
mers get into trouble, 
was stolen by callous 
thieves last year. 

The fundraiser held at 
the Hi Tide in March, 
was attended by over 
100 people and was sup¬ 
ported by local business, 
raising £1,800 toward 
the replacement cost of 
£ 8 , 000 . 

Independent town 
councillor Mark Davies, 
who helped organise the 
event, said: “Whoever 
stole the quad bike put 
lives at risk and we 
couldn’t stand by and do 
nothing. We would like 
to thank all those who 


supported the event, 
especially those local 
businesses who donated 
raffle prizes and auction 
lots. This is a fantastic 
example of how our 
community can really 
pull together”. 

Les Tallon-Morris, 
chairman of Porthcawl 
First, said: “We started 
as a local pressure group 
trying to influence local 
councillors to put the 
needs of Porthcawl 
before party politics - 
but as the group has 
developed, we are keen 
to do more to assist the 
local community - this is 
our way of demonstrat¬ 
ing that”. 

Chris Page from Rest 
Bay Lifeguards (seen 
above, receiving the 
cheque) said: “We are 
thrilled that the local 
community has stepped 
in to help us replace this 
vital piece of life saving 
equipment and we are 
very grateful to 
Porthcawl First”. 

The fundraising con¬ 
tinues and Chris is keen 
to see more similar 
events as the club tries to 
recover from its loss. 

GW 


AT.CHEMY TAT.K 


KRIS EVANS, a poet and artist from 
Kenfig, will lead a debate on alchemy at 
the Green Room, (4-5 James Street, 
above SUSSED), on Friday, May 3, at 
8pm. 

He is currently writing a book-length sequence of 
poems on alchemy-related themes, entitled A 
Nomad’s Garden. 

The talk will examine some of the claims and 
processes of alchemy, and also the causes - and the 
consequences - of its ultimate rejection, and ask 
what insight it might offer the world at a time of 
global turmoil. 



GENERAL 
REPAIRS & 
BUILDING WORK 


Bathroom Specialists 


Plumbing /Tiling / Carpentry etc. 
No job too small! 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 


07927 652620 


Highlight 
of London 
Marathon 
was the 
finish line! 

GAVIN GATES UK come together to be 
from Bridgend, was NSPCC's 

celebrating on Marathon team, 

(Anvil 71) raising vital funds to help 
bunaay {April Zl), vulnerable chil- 

ajter ^ crossing the across the UK and 
finishing line at the the Channel Islands. 
Virgin London “A huge thank you to 
Marathon and help- everyone who played a 

ing to raise vital P^^^, NSPCC’s 

... 1 London Marathon team, 

funds to support vul- 

nerable children and fi^ue to provide our serv- 
young people. ices, which are a lifeline 

Gavin, 33, who works to many children, without 
in mental health rehabili- the support of people like 
tation, was celebrating Gavin - a big thank you 
after completing the to everyone!” 
event in three hours, 33 Anyone interested in 
minutes and seven sec- finding out more about 
onds. running for the NSPCC 

He commented: “I in events around the UK 
chose to run for the and abroad, should call 
NSPCC as I’m a father of the NSPCC CymruAVales 
two boys and have previ- fundraising team on 
ously worked for a chil- 0203 188 3658; or email 
dren’s residential organi- walesappeals @ nspcc. or 
sation - so have seen 


first-hand children who 
need love and support. 

“My absolute high¬ 
light of the race was see¬ 
ing the finish line”. 

It is hoped that partic¬ 
ipants who supported the 
NSPCC in the marathon 
will have raised up to 
£lm, which will help the 
charity to save, change 
and improve the lives of 
children all year round 
through its local commu¬ 
nity services, including a 
helpline for adults wor¬ 
ried about a child and 
ChildLine - the UK’s 
free, confidential 24- 
hour helpline and online 
service. 

NSPCC community 
fundraising manager, Jo 
Leonard said: “We had 
yet another fantastic 
event, and the support 
from our volunteers has 
been absolutely incredi¬ 
ble. 

“Each year, hundreds 
of people from across the 


g.uk. 


150 more jobs as Ford 
plans new generation 
engine in Bridgend 


FORD’S Bridgend 
engine plant is set to 
take on around 150 
more workers to 
build a new fuel- 
efficient engine. 


The Bridgend plant 
the Minister for builds six-cylinder and 
Economy to recognise eight-cylinder engines 
for customers and, 
together with Ford four- 


The 
Government 


Welsh 
also sup- 


with exports to Spain, in Bridgend and we were cies by reducing warm- 
Sweden, Germany, pleased to meet the up time. 

Russia, Belgium and the Welsh First Minister and 
USA. 

A spokesman said: 

“This delivers an annual this successful partner- 
export value of £1.5 bil- ship.” 

It will increase the lion when combined with The Bridgend plant is cylinder engines, total 
workforce to 2,300 - other Ford UK opera- now the long term production is currently 
more than at any other tions.” European production 3,400 engines a day. 

time in the plant’s 33- Welsh Government base for the new 1.5-litre ~ 
year history. Minister for Economy, EcoBoost engine. 

On Monday (April 22) Edwina Hart, said: “The Production will start in ports the plant with an 
Eord announced a £24 Welsh Government has 2014 and it will be built annual grant for training 
million investment pro- worked closely with Eord alongside the 1.6-litre of £50,000. 
gramme at Bridgend to to secure this investment EcoBoost engine, which 
produce a new fuel-effi- and is delighted to con- was introduced in 2011. 
cient 1.5-litre EcoBoost firm a support package of The Eord spokesman total of £1.8billion in its 
petrol engine. £12 million towards this said: “The new alumini- Bridgend plant since it 

EcoBoost technology exciting programme. um-block, twin-cam 1.5- opened in 1980, securing 
delivers the power of a “This will help safe- litre EcoBoost engine new lines and products 

larger engine with small- guard and create high will feature some of the that have ensured the 

er unit fuel consumption, quality production and innovative technology plant’s on-going success 
The announcement engineering jobs in introduced on the award- 
includes Welsh Wales.” winning 1.0-litre 

Government support of Eord of Britain man- EcoBoost, including an ment is a strong endorse- 

£12 million covering aging director, Mark integrated exhaust mani- ment of the calibre of the 

business finance, training Ovenden, said: “The fold, 

and infrastructure works. Welsh Government has “The new engine is 
Eord in Bridgend pro- greatly assisted in max- expected to provide simi- 
duces 2,668 four-cylin- imising the full potential lar horsepower and excellent for the region, 
der engines each day, of Eord’s own investment torque performance to for Wales and the 

Eord’s current 1.6-litre advanced materials and 
EcoBoost, but with manufacturing sector - 
improved fuel economy one of our key economic 


Edwina Hart added: 
'Eord has invested a 


and sustainability. 

“This latest invest- 


highly-skilled workforce 
and their productivity. 
“To-day’s news is 


... and Hugh goes through 
pain harrier for charity 

FORMER Glamorgan cricket 
star, Hugh Morris, valiantly 
completed 


the London 


His preparation for the London 
Marathon was ruined after he sustained 
an injury in the lead-up to the event. 

TV - ., j • 1 ? “As I tore a calf muscle six weeks 

Marathon, despite having suf- 

fered a painful injury just a leading up to the marathon the day 
few weeks ago, writes TIM proved tough. 

CHAPMAN. “The first half actually went well 

Hugh is very close to raising an and I reached the halfway marker in 2 
impressive £10,000 for his chosen hours 14 mins, but miles 14 to 22 were 
cause, ‘Heads Up, Head and Neck very challenging and I eventually 
Cancer Charity’ which funds pioneer- crossed the line in 4 hours and 53 min¬ 
ing into head and neck cancer. utes. 

After a distinguished career for “There was a great atmosphere and 
Glamorgan and England, Hugh, of it was a wonderful experience with top 
Cowbridge, joined the England and weather - but never again!” 

Wales Cricket Board and now serves as So far, Hugh’s fundraising figure 
its managing director. stands at £9,597.05. He would love to 

His emotional attachment to ‘Heads pass the £10,000 mark. 

Up, Head and Neck Cancer Charity’ is There is still time to leave an 
due in part to his experience in surviv- encouraging comment and a donation 
ing throat cancer in 2002-03. Hugh has on Hugh’s on-line donation page at: 
been a patron of the charity for six http://www.justgiving.com/Hugh- 
years. Morris. 


and lower C02 emis¬ 
sions.” 

The 1.5-litre EcoBoost 


sectors with high growth 
potential. 

“Eord Bridgend is a 


engine is the first engine prime example of how 
from Eord to incorporate that potential is being 
a computer-controlled realised, with Welsh 
clutch on the belt-driven Government support.” 


water pump, which fur¬ 
ther improves efficien- 


PHILIP 

IRWIN 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home! 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. } 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS... 


Catalonia 

tour 

OGMORE Valley 
Male Voice Choir has 
returned from a con¬ 
cert tour of Catalonia 
in north-east Spain, 
basing themselves in 
Lloret de Mar. 

They gave four con¬ 
certs: The first was in 
the Basilica at 
Montserrat, a 
Benedictine abbey built 
into the mountains 
about 25 miles from 
Barcelona. Throughout 
the year, a boys’ choir 
sing every day, known 
as Escolania de 
Montserrat. They take 
their holidays at Easter 
and the Ogmore Valley 
choir were invited to 
take their place. 

They performed in 
front of hundreds of pil¬ 
grims and tourists on 
Easter Tuesday and 
were warmly applauded 
by the congregation of 
mixed nationalities. 

Secretary John Jones, 
who has been to 
Montserrat on a number 
of occasions, could not 
recall ever hearing 
applause in the Basilica 
before. It is not normal¬ 
ly done! 

The second perform¬ 
ance took place in an 
old people’s home near 
Girona - familiar 
ground to the boys as 
they regularly perform 
in concerts for the aged. 

The old people num¬ 
bered over 100, includ¬ 
ing carers and visitors 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
the afternoon. 

The choir and their 
wives were then invited 
to partake in a tradition¬ 
al Catalonian Easter 
treat, each one received 
a cake decorated with 
chocolate. 

This was followed by 
everyone having a piece 
of sponge cake, dipped 
in a cupful of warm 
melted chocolate! 

In Lloret de Mar, a 
local choir hosted the 
next concert in the 
church - which again 
was extremely well 
attended and well 
received. 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



This was followed 
with a ‘Noson Lawen’ 
in the church vestry, 
with each choir giving 
renditions and some¬ 
times combining in the 
singing of the likes of 
‘Speed Your Journey,’ 
which actually sounded 
very good, sung in 
Catalonian, Spanish, 
Welsh and English, and 
a smattering of Latin! 

The last performance 
was held in the choir’s 
hotel and the choir were 
amazed to see an audi¬ 
ence turning up, again 
of different nationali¬ 
ties. A lady made intro¬ 
ductions in five differ¬ 
ent languages, which 
included Dutch and 
German. 

Under the baton of 
musical director. Lira 
Paskin and with accom¬ 
panist/soloist, Catrin 
Eleii Jenkin and Phil 
Davies on guitar, a suc¬ 
cessful tour was con¬ 
cluded. 

The choir rehearse at 
Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre, Commercial 
Street, Ogmore Vale, on 
Thursday evenings. 
There will be a warm 
welcome for visitors 
and prospective new 
members. 

Japanese 

visitor 

Aberkenfig and 
District WI’s presi¬ 
dent, Eunice 
Williams, welcomed 
members to the 
meeting on April 10, 
when ‘Happy 
Birthday’ was sung 
to Pat Lewis. 

Eorthcoming events 
include the Glamorgan 


Busy times for 
Bridgend WI 


BRIDGEND WI’s 
April meeting on 
April 16 at Hope 
Church Hall began 
with Pauline Long, 
president, welcom¬ 
ing visitors, and 
Mary Thomas, who 
we were pleased to 
see has recovered 
from her fall. 

Pauline introduced 
Madori Pritchard, who 
gave a talk on Japanese 
customs and demon¬ 
strated the wearing of a 
kimono, beautifully 
modelled by Jean 
Williams. 

Madori also made an 
origami crane and gave 
one to each of the mem¬ 
bers for peace, happi¬ 
ness and long life. 

It was then on with 


the business part of the 
evening, arrangements 
were made for the 
indoor bowls tourna¬ 
ment in Sully on 
Saturday, the fashion 
show, lunch in 
Mumbles, and the 
spring council meeting 
in Porthcawl. 

As we are a crafty 
lot, we have decided 
that one evening is not 
enough, so as from June 
4 we will be meeting 
twice a month! The 
first ( 7pm - 9pm) and 
third (7.30pm - 9.30pm) 
Tuesdays, to enable us 
to take part in more 
craft events. 

Visitors are welcome; 
our next meeting will be 
the resolutions meeting 
and AGM on May 21. 

TB 


Council meeting in the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl, on April 29, 
the WI’s annual general 
meeting on May 8 and 
the annual lunch in the 
Mason’s Arms, 
Bryncethin, on May 15. 

Eunice then wel¬ 
comed the speaker for 
the afternoon, Madori 
Pritchard, a Japanese 
lady, originally from 
Osaka, who has been 
living in Wales for 19 
years. 

Madori told the 
members that the popu¬ 
lation of Japan is 187 
million. Children don’t 
start school in Japan 
until they are six years 
old, attend primary 
school for six years, 
high school for three 
years then move on to 
college. 

The children help 
clean the school and 
serve the school lunch. 

Madori was dressed 
in a traditional kimono 
and demonstrated how 
this is worn by dressing 
Eunice in a beautiful 
summer kimono, with 
sash and fan. 

There are different 
styles of kimono for 
special occasions; for 
coming of age at 20 
years, a special kimono 
with long sleeves is 
worn and a white 
kimono is worn at 
funerals. The bride and 
groom have three 
changes of kimono each 
for the wedding cere¬ 
mony. Madori had also 
brought with her a 
selection of items in 
everyday use in the 
Japanese home, such as 
teapot and little cups for 
the tea ceremony. 

A vote of thanks was 
given by Dilys Mitchell 
who thanked Madori for 
her very interesting talk. 

The competition for 
an item beginning with 
the letter ‘E’ was won 
by Eunice with a large 
Easter egg - and the 
raffle was won by Betty 
Samuel, Dorothy 
Kingston and Dilys 
Mitchell. 

Eunice thanked the 
tea hostesses Hilary 
Crocombe, Mair Starr 
and Dilys Mitchell. 

The annual general 
meeting on May 8 at 
2pm in the Welfare 
Hall, Heol Persondy, 
Aberkenfig, when the 
competition will be for 
an item beginning with 
the letter‘B’. Visitors 
and new members are 
welcome. 

Band session 

OGMORE Valley 
Silver Band is setting 
up training sessions 
for anyone who would 
like to learn to play a 
musical instrument. 


The sessions will 
take place on 
Wednesday evenings at 
the bandroom, in 
Bethania Row, Ogmore 
Vale, on the A4061 
opposite the junction 
with Corbett Street. 

Alice Jones, the con¬ 
ductor, is a member of 
the RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band. 

She will be teaching 
percussion, 

5pm-5.30pm, and brass, 
5.30pm-6.30pm. 

The instruments are 
supplied free of charge 
for the practice sessions. 

The band recently 
competed in heats for 
the national finals, and 
were unfortunate not to 
compete in the finals by 
taking third place in the 
south Wales area. 

Teacher wed 

TONDU Primary 
School has congratu¬ 
lated Miss Morgan on 
her recent marriage; 
from now on she will 
be known as Mrs 
Goldsworthy! 

Three teaching stu¬ 
dents from Swansea 
Metropolitan University 
will be helping at the 
school during the sum¬ 
mer term; Miss J Evans 
who will be teaching 
Dosbarth Taf; Miss R 
Davies (Dosbarth 
Rhondda), and Miss K 
Lewis from Trinity 
(Dosbarth Llynfi). 

Pupils taking part in 
Key Stage 2 recently 
visited Tondu Ironworks 
Park. 

The school was 
inspected by officials 
from ESTYN last term 


and the report can be 

seen on the school’s 
website www.school 
swire. co. uk/public/tondu 
789. 

The school’s per¬ 
formance was rated as 
good, with most pupils 
making good progress. 

The overall standard 
in foundation phase and 
in Key Stage 2 is above 
average. Literacy and 
numeracy standards are 
also good and all pupils 
behave well. 

Pontycymer 

RFC 

TOMORROW 
evening (April 26) 
there will be a tribute 
concert at the club by 
Cor Meibion Cwm 
Garw (Garw Valley 
male choir). 

The choir has had 
close links with the 
rugby club since the 
clubhouse was opened. 

It has been given use 
of the club’s concert 
hall for its rehearsals for 
two evenings a week for 
over 40 years, free of 
charge. Pencoed Silver 
Band will also take part. 

The choir rehearses 
on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings 
from 7pm to 8.30pm. 
New members are wel¬ 
come. 

Blaengarw 

RFC 

TOMORROW 
evening, the Garw 
Valley Ladies Choir is 
holding its annual con¬ 
cert, supported by 
Ogmore Valley male 
voice choir. 

Treorchy 

Eisteddfod 

THIS is a great oppor¬ 
tunity for youngsters 
in Bridgend county 
borough to display 
their musical talent 
over the weekend of 
Saturday/Sunday, 

June 22-23 at 
Treorchy Primary 
School. Eor more 
information, contact 
Rhiannon on 07791 
375519X. 


All go on the 
sports front for 
Air Cadets! 


ON a wet and windy 
Sunday morning, 
cadets and staff from 
2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron RAF Cadets 
boarded the bus to 
Carmarthen leisure 
centre, to take part in 
the No 3 Welsh Wing 
Inter Squadron athlet¬ 
ics meeting. 

The cadets entered 
track and field events, 
with the hope of being 
chosen to represent the 
Wing at RAF Cosford 
in May. 

All cadets competed, 
with Cdt Sgt Aston win¬ 
ning the Class B 
Middle Boys’ trophy. 

We are still waiting 
to see who is to repre¬ 
sent the Wing at RAF 
Cosford, but 1 am sure 
there will be some 
cadets from Kenfig Hill 
selected. 


Sgt Gould (ATC) 
would like to thank all 
cadets and Fit Sgt 
Lloyd for their support 
and assistance on the 
day. 

It was a busy week¬ 
end for Cdt Cpl Maine 
and Cdt Cpl Norris, as 
they also took part in 
inter regional netball 
and rugby competitions 
at RAF Cranwell on the 
Saturday. 

Cdt Cpl Maine was 
part of the winning 
Wales & West regional 
netball team and Cdt 
Cpl Norris was part of 
the winning Wales & 
West regional rugby 
team. 

LINDSAY 
THOMAS 
(Secretary Civilian 
Committee) 


Having a wild time 
at the Bryngarw 
Bushwaka event! 



People of all ages enjoyed the first ever 
Bushwaka event at Bryngarw House 
and Country Park. 


FAMILIES had a 
wild time going 
back to nature at 
Bryngarw House 
and Country Park’s 
first ever 

‘Bushwaka’ event, 
where they picked 
up a number of fun 
survival skills and 
came face to face 
with creepy 
crawlies! 

The free event intro¬ 
duced more than 500 
people to the world of 
bushcraft, giving Ray 
Mears and Bear Grylls 
wannabes of all ages the 
chance to learn wilder¬ 
ness skills such as fire 
lighting, shelter building 
and campfire cooking. 

Brave souls also tack¬ 
led a series of bushtuck- 
er challenges that saw 
them go up close and 
personal with creepy 
crawlies by handling 
giant bugs and hissing 
cockroaches, and placing 
the insects on their faces 
for an even closer 
inspection! 

Willow weaving and 
storytelling were other 
popular activities at the 
event which was organ¬ 
ised by Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s coun¬ 
tryside and tourism 


teams, together with the 
Bryngarw rangers and 
the council’s ‘Reach’ 
rural development team. 

Visitors also had the 
opportunity to see a tra¬ 
ditional blacksmith and 
chainsaw carver in 
action, and were able to 
hold birds of prey. 

Coun Phil White, cab¬ 
inet member for commu¬ 
nities, said: 

“Bridgend county 
borough is developing a 
real reputation for events 
with a difference and it 
is great to see that 


Bushwaka was such a 
big hit with families. 
Following its debut suc¬ 
cess, next year’s 
Bushwaka promises to 
be even bigger, better 
and wilder!” 

The next major event 
taking place locally will 
be ‘The Bridgend Mash 
Up’, which will turn the 
town centre into a frenzy 
of street sports, music 
and all-round urban 
entertainment on 
Saturday, May 18. 

To find out more, visit 
www.bridgendbites. com. 


Who wants to build 
what and where in 
the county borough'^ 


Lab Automotive - Penybont Ind 
Estate, Coity Road, Bridgend - sign 
to advertise two businesses at 
entrance to Penybont Industrial 
Estate. 

Mr Stuart Davies - 92 Heol West Plas 
Coity, Bridgend -fell conifer tree. 

Mr William Eynon - Tusker House 
Woods, Bridgend Road, Porthcawl - 
various works to Elm, Ash and 
Sycamore trees. 

JB Leadbitter & Co Ltd - Coleg 
Cymuedol Y Dderwen, Heol Y Ysgol, 
Bridgend - two main entrance signs. 
Bassetts Nissan - Bassetts Nissan, 
Dunraven Rd, Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, Bridgend - installation of new 
corporate Nissan signs. 

Mr Darren Hopkins -37 West Road, 
Porthcawl, Bridgend - driveway to 
front of property and drop kerb. 

Kwik Fit Properties Ltd - Kwik Fit, 
Picton Court Retail Park, Waterton, 
Bridgend -single storey extension to 
motorist centre. 

Notemachine - Post Office, 6 
Bridgend Road, Maesteg, Bridgend - 

retention of ATM. 

Mr Jason White - 8 Milton Drive, 
Cefn Glas, Bridgend - single storey 
side extension and loft conversion. 

Mr Gwyn Harding - 49 Heol Y 
Bardd, Bridgend - single storey front 
extension. 

Jones Transport & Building - Plot 40 
Sturmi Way, Village Farm Industrial 
Estate, Pyle, Bridgend - use of land 
for concrete manufacturing including 
installation of batching plant and 
ancillary dev. 

Mr Nicholas Harris - 6 Cae Efynnon, 
Brackla, Bridgend - erect porch to 
front of house. 

Mr Robert Jackson - 50 Heol 
Croesty, Pencoed, Bridgend - half 
brick/glass conservatory to rear of 
property. 

Mr Lee Baglow -10 Beach Road, 
Porthcawl, Bridgend - dormers to 


front and both side elevations and 
rear dormer with french doors and 
Juliet balcony. 

Miss T John - 5 Cwmdu Street, 
Maesteg - single storey rear bath¬ 
room extension. 

Mr SL Clarke - 20 Heol Pantruthin, 
Pencoed - single storey extension and 
integral garage conversion. 
Waterstone Homes Ltd - Maerdy 
Hotel, Coychurch Road, Pencoed, 
Bridgend - demolish hotel and ancil¬ 
lary structures and construct 11 
dwellings and associated works. 

S Wales Land Developments Ltd - 
Land at Brackla Industrial Estate, 
Brackla, Bridgend - development of 
up to 230 dwellings and 0.3 hectares 
of mixed use centre (use classes Al, 
A3 and C3). 

Samawi Ltd - Land rear of Princess 
Street, Maesteg, Bridgend - two 
detached dwellings, access road and 
landscaping - re-sub of 
P/12/474/FUL. 

Mr and Mrs Jones - 35 Rhodfa Mes, 
Bridgend - ground floor side exten¬ 
sion. 

CDS (Superstores internl) Ltd - The 
Range, Units 677 Waterton Retail 
Park, Bridgend - Relax condition of 1 
of P/95/1044/FUL to permit the use of 
part of store as an ancillary cafe. 

CDS (Superstores Intern Ltd) - The 
Range, Units 6/7 Waterton Retail 
Park, Bridgend - Erect side extension 
to provide 536sqm of class Al retail 
floorspace. 

Mr Malcolm Pearce - 5 Llys Teg, 
Broadlands, Bridgend - Convert 
integral garage into study. 
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CLASSIC CAR CLUB BRINGS FAMOUS NAMES 
OF MOTORING ONTO ROADS IN BRIDGEND 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage @tiscali. co. uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowhridge. 

MEMBERS of the South Wales Classic Car 
Club were out and about in Bridgend coun¬ 
ty borough for ‘Drive-it Day’. 

Drive-it Day is a national event organised by 
the Federation of British Historic Vehicle 
Clubs. 

About 30 members of the south Wales club 
met at Sarn before heading off for the drive. 

The club’s next big event is on May 12 at 
Pencoed College, when it holds the South 
Wales Classic Car Show. 

A spokesman said: ^‘The show is run by our 
members, with help from organisations such as 
the Lions and the ATC. 

*lt attracts thousands of visitors, and also 
raises money for local charities.” 



WHO WILL GIVE 
SONNY BOY 
A QUIET HOME? 



S ONNY is 
a four- 
year old 
Labrador, 
who was origi¬ 
nally from a 
puppy farm 
and, sadly, as 
a result of 
some medical 
problems, has 
not yet found 
a home. 

The Dogs Trust 
is willing to help 
with the cost of 
his veterinary care 
in order to find him 
a loving home. 

He is a lovely, affec¬ 
tionate boy, who is 
looking for a quiet 
home. 

He loves a warm spot 
to snooze in, and is cur¬ 
rently spending most of 
his time with the staff in 
reception, where he has 
found a sunny spot. 

He would like to be 
the only dog in the 
home - although he 
does get on with other 
dogs when out and 
about. 

He can live with chil¬ 
dren of 11 plus, who 
understand that he likes 
his quiet time now and 


again. He is happy with 
a couple of gentle strolls 
a day. 

If you can give 
Sonny a home, please 
call us on 01656 
725219, or pop in to 
Dogs Trust Rehoming 
Centre, Court Colman, 
Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend, 
CF31 4NG. 

We have around 70 
dogs n the centre at any 
one time - so please 
visit to see if your new 
best friend is waiting for 
you! 

LINDA FEAGAN, 
Supporter relations 
officer. 

Dogs Trust, Bridgend 




Fire Service rescues family 
after house ftre in Wildmill 


A YOUNG family in 
Wildmill had a lucky 
escape when fire 
broke out in their 
home during the 
night. 

At about lam on 
Sunday (April 22) fire¬ 
fighters were called to 
the house, where they 
saw smoke billowing 
from a first floor win¬ 
dow. 

A Fire Service 
spokeswoman said: 
‘‘Fire crews immediately 
attempted to gain access 
to the property using 
breathing apparatus, a 
hose reel and thermal 
imaging cameras. 

“A family of five, 
including two adults. 


two infants and a baby 
were rescued from the 
property and led to the 
safety of a fire appli¬ 
ance where they 
received checks from 
ambulance personnel 
who also attended. 

“All were treated for 
shock and minor smoke 
inhalation but did not 
require hospitalisation. 

“The incident was 
accidently caused by a 
tumble dryer.” 

Assistant Chief Fire 
Officer Andy Thomas 
said: “This young fami¬ 
ly had a very lucky 
escape - the outcome 
could have been very 
different. 

“This is just one of a 
number of incidents in 


the south Wales area 
that can be attributed to 
electrical appliances, 
and highlights the dan¬ 
gers of not unplugging 
all electrical items - 
including washing 
machines and tumble 
dryers - when they are 
not in use, or leaving 
them switched on and 
unattended late at 
night”. 

He continued; “1 
would also like to take 
this opportunity to 
remind home owners 
that they should have 
working smoke alarms 
on each level of their 
property - this will give 
you and your family an 
early warning of any 
smoke and/or a fire.” 



Local mental health 
support highlighted 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council has 

pledged its support 
for people experi¬ 
encing mental 
health problems by 
hosting an aware¬ 
ness-raising session 
at the Civic Offices. 

The session, marking 
Depression Awareness 
Week, featured members 
of staff from Mental 
Health Matters Wales, 
BAVO, and Hafal, run¬ 
ning an information 
stand at the Civic 
Offices to highlight the 
support services they 
can offer to people expe¬ 
riencing mental health 
problems such as 
depression, a spokesman 
reports. 

Co-ordinated by the 
council’s equalities and 
engagement team, a pri¬ 
vate meeting space was 
also available for people 
who wanted to talk to the 
mental health charity’s 
staff in confidence. 

Following the event, 
the information stand 
remained at the Civic 
Offices during the 
remainder of Depression 
Awareness Week, and 
included a secure box 
for people seeking sup¬ 
port to place their con¬ 
tact details for the chari¬ 
ty to collect. 

The Deputy Leader, 
Coun David Sage, said: 
:It’s fantastic that the 
equalities and engage¬ 
ment team are forging 
strong partnerships 
between the council and 


organisations like 
Mental Health Matters 
Wales, BAVO and Hafal, 
as it means that we can 
work together to make 
people aware of the sup¬ 
port available to people 
experiencing problems 
like depression. 

“Many people will 
experience a mental 
health problem in their 
lifetime. It’s important 
that we continue to raise 
awareness about mental 
health problems, so that 
people experiencing 
them don’t have to face 
their battles alone,” 


Coun Sage added. 

Karen Powell from 
Mental Health Matters 
said: “We are grateful to 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council for 
giving us this opportuni¬ 
ty to promote our servic¬ 
es to a wider audience. 
We offer free services to 
anyone over 18 experi¬ 
encing mental health 
issues. 

“We look forward to 
strengthening existing 
partnerships and forging 
new ones to tackle the 
stigma surrounding 
mental health. 


Allstar Competitive 
Cheerleading 

Bridgend Recreation Centre 
Wednesday, May 1st 
(Free taster session) 

8 yrs & under 5 - 6.30pm 
9 to 15 yrs 6.30 - 8pm 

Stunt - Tumble - Dance 

Members of USASF - the leading 
^ ^ M body for cheerleading across the world 


Highly ' , > .. 

qualified & 

experienced ^ 1 

coaches ^ V 'f 

CRB cleared 
Fully insured 

Teams from 

www.rsd-danceandcheer.com 
Sabrina @ rsd-danceandcheer.com 
or call 07929 079403 
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Assembly launches end of 
life care plan in Bridgend 



RIGHT: Health 
Minister Mark 
Drakeford meets Hilary 
Dover, ABMU locality 
director for Bridgend; 
Michele Howe, district 
nurse team leader; 
Elizabeth Collier, inte¬ 
grated community net¬ 
work 
manager. 

STAFF supporting 
terminally ill 
patients in 
Bridgend 
expressed delight 
that their centre 
was used by Health 
Minister, Mark 
Drakeford, for the 
launch of the 
Welsh 

Government’s new 
initiative. 

Y Bwthyn Newydd 
at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital provides spe¬ 
cialist palliative (end of 
life) care for patients 
with life limiting dis¬ 
eases. 

It was chosen by the 
Minister as the place to 
launch the Welsh 
Government’s 
‘Together for Health - 
Delivering End of Life 
Care Delivery Plan’. 

The initiative aims to 
ensure that patients’ 
wishes are heard and 
met when planning how 
and where their last few 


days should be spent. 

As well as launching 
the policy, the Minister 
met with some of the 
nursing staff who sup¬ 
port patients both on 
hospital wards and at 
home. 

Dr Ed Roberts, Vice 
Chairman of ABMU 
Health Board, said: 

“We are delighted 
that the Minister decid¬ 
ed to launch ‘Together 
for Health - Delivering 
End of Life Care 
Delivery Plan’ at Y 
Bwthyn Newydd. 

“He had the opportu¬ 
nity to speak to staff 
who provide high quali¬ 
ty, holistic care in a 
centre designed appro¬ 
priately for the service 
provided. 

“The Minster also, 
and importantly, met 


community nurses who 
explained their skills, 
abilities and enthusiasm 
for their role. 

“Their work supports 
patients who want to be 
at home with their fam¬ 
ilies and in familiar sur¬ 
roundings, avoiding 
hospital admissions 
wherever possible. 

“End of life care 
epitomises multidisci¬ 
plinary integrated team 
working, where skills, 
knowledge and sympa¬ 
thetic care are shared 
by stalf supporting fam¬ 
ilies as well as patients. 

“I recognise and 
applaud our staff for the 
continuous high quality 
of their care, provided 
with respect and dignity 
at all times.” 

Dr Idris Baker, con¬ 
sultant in palliative 


medicine, said: “It is so 
important that we treat 
the patient, and their 
family, rather than the 
illness. We must listen 
to what the patient has 
to say so we can do all 
that we can to ensure 
that we meet their 
needs as far as possible. 

“We have to try to 
get it right every time, 
not just some of the 
time, as we have only 
one chance to make a 
difference. The initia¬ 
tive launched today will 
help teams in health 
and social care to do 
just that.” 

Mr Drakeford com¬ 
mented: “Inequalities at 
the end of life are as 
unacceptable as 
inequalities in life. 

Good quality end of life 
care must be available 


wherever and whenever 
an individual dies, tak¬ 
ing into account their 
wishes. 

“The plan sets out 
how we will achieve 
consistent end of life 
care across Wales, 
reducing the stress of 
terminal illness for the 
patient and their family, 
so they feel well cared 
for and supported.” 

Y Bwthyn Newydd 
has an inpatient ward 
and a day centre. Staff 
also support patients in 
the community and on 
hospital wards. 

The team consists of 
a range of healthcare 
professionals, including 
consultants, nurses, 
physiotherapists, occu¬ 
pational therapists, a 
social worker and 
chaplaincy support. 


Three years* 
jail for man 
who committed 
two robberies 


A YOUNG man 
who committed two 
robberies within 24 
hours, targeting 
vulnerable women 
newsagents has 

been jailed for three 
years at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Ross Williams, 24, a 
man with no previous 
convictions had gone a 
“downward spiral” after 
taking drink and drugs, 
said Judge Eleri Rees. 

Williams, of 

Nightingale Place, Dinas 
Powys, pleaded guilty to 
two charges of robbery. 

Said the judge: “For 
those two ladies, it must 
have been a terrifying 
experience.” 

An aggravating fea¬ 
ture, she said, was that 
after the first robbery, he 
had had “time to reflect” 
before deciding to com- 
mitt another. 

Prosecutor Heath 
Edwards, said that on 
March 13, Louise 
Edwards was in the 
newsagents shop on The 
Parade, Dinas Powys, 
when the defendant 
walked in wearing a bal¬ 
aclava, and holding a 


CROWN COURT 
REPORT 
byAJ 
SICLUNA 


one-foot long bar. 

He shouted: “I want 
the money out of the till.” 

She was frightened, 
and handed over £100 
before he left. 

The following day, he 
robbed Prya Patel, who 
was running a 
newsagents in Plassey 
Street, Penarth. Again, 
he had a balaclava over 
his head, raised a pole he 
was carrying and said: 
“Give me all your 
money. Give me all your 
notes.” 

Mrs Patel believed she 
was going to be struck, 
but activated the alarm 
before handing over £90. 

Williams fled from the 
scene in a car, and a pass¬ 
er-by took the number 
and five minutes later, 
Williams was arrested. 

He had hidden the 
cash in a shoe. 

He denied being 
involved in either rob¬ 
bery. 

It later emerged that it 
was the second robbery 
the first victim had expe¬ 


rienced. The second vic¬ 
tim said that she had been 
extremely worried 
because her husband was 
unwell. 

Nicholas Gedge for 
Williams said: “He had 
never before been in 
trouble with the police, 
and has expressed deep 
regret. He has come 
across as someone bewil¬ 
dered as to how he got in 
such a position. He 
comes from a close fami¬ 
ly and this is the first 
time they’ve encountered 
anything like this. 

“These robberies were 
out of character. Force 
was threatened, but not 
used. 

“Though he didn’t 
thrive at school, he has 
successful employment 
and references speak 
glowingly of him. He 
had been upset when he 
went through a series of 
bereavements.” 

He said he had gone to 
his doctor and sought 
help, and had engaged 
with him. 

Mr Gedge said there 
was little risk of him 
reoffending. 



^ WENyOE 

& Paving Centre 


Wenvoe Garden Buildings 
& Paving Centre 
Style Gardens Centre 
Port Road, Wenvoe 
Cardiff, 

CF5 6AD 


Opening Times: 

Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm 
Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Tel: 02920 591000 
www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 


Come and see - our fantastic range of Log Cabins, Gazebos and Hot Tub Houses 



We can deliver these Log Cabins anywhere in the country. 
Prices from £975 inc VAT and delivery (excluding felt or shingles) 
Also available: Sheds - Summerhouses - Greenhouses 
Playhouses - Potting Sheds - Arches and Arbours 
Dutch Barns - Garages - Paving - Stepping Stones 
Edgings - Fencing - Trellis - PLUS LOTS MOREII! 

We look forward to seeing you! 

DOWNLOAD OUR CABIN BROCHURE at 

www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 



APEX SHEDS 

6' X 4' - £295 
7'X 5'-£319 
8' X 6' - £375 

Prices include 
VAT and local 
delivery. 

While stocks last 



Installation only £65 

(locally, on your 
prepared base) 

Need a base? 

Want your old shed 
taken away? 

We are happy to 
quote for the work! 


We have a great 
range of Paving 
and Patio Kits 
available e.g. 

Chalice 
Paving 5.76m2 

£99.99 

inc VAT 

Colours: 

Honey Brown 
Mellow Gold 


Also: Gravels, Fencing, 
Trellis, Garden Arches, 
plus much more 


Chalice Circle 3.24m2 

£99.99 inc VAT 

Colours: 

Honey Brown 
Mellow Gold 


Aurora 
Circle 1.8m 

£139.99 

inc VAT 

Colours: 
Antique Grey/ 
Barley 
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Remploy closure is a 
grim day for Bridgend 

UK GOVERNMENTS DECISION ^WRONG’ 


THE closure of the Remploy factory in 
Bridgend has been described as “an end 
of an era” by Communities and Tackling 
Poverty Minister Huw Lewis, after the 
site closed its doors for the last time 
today (Thursday, April 25). 

In June last year, the UK Government 
announced that the majority of Remploy factories 
in Wales were to close, including Bridgend, which 
used to employ 46 people. 

The Welsh Government opposed the decision 
from the start and vowed to provide all the support 
it could to help those affected to find new work 
and training. 

In July 2012, Welsh Ministers launched the 
Employer Support Grant, a financial support pack¬ 
age to employers looking to offer suitable and sus¬ 
tainable employment to displaced Remploy work¬ 
ers in Wales. The scheme is expected to cost up to 


£2.4 million a year. According to the latest infor¬ 
mation available, of the 46 former Remploy work¬ 
ers in Bridgend, 40 have found work or begun new 
training through a comprehensive support package 
provided by the Welsh Government. 

Commenting on the closure, Huw Lewis said: 
“This is a sad month for Bridgend and an end of an 
era for the workers who have put so much into this 
factory. Remploy had played a significant role in 
the wider community and provided valuable 
employment for many. 

HOPES DASHED 

“The UK Government’s decision to close the 
site was wrong. Despite the efforts of the hard 
working staff to prove the viability of the plant, 
their hopes were ultimately dashed. 

“I believe the UK Government’s decisions 
regarding Remploy will not progress the cause of 
disabled people. Many of the workers here have 


spent their whole careers at the plant, and facing 
the future has been daunting. 

“That is why we promised to do all we can to 
help those affected, and created the Employer 
Support Grant, a financial support package to help 
employers looking to offer suitable and sustainable 
employment to displaced Remploy workers in 
Wales. 

“I am pleased that despite the closure of the 
Bridgend site, the Welsh Government has been 
able to help workers find new employment. 

“It is encouraging to see that our Employer 
Support Grant is having such a positive impact. 

“Working closely with organisations such as the 
local Job Centre Plus, local councils and other pub¬ 
lic sector bodies has ensured that the number of 
former Remploy workers finding work is growing. 

“With the support of the grant, their experiences 
and skills continue to benefit a growing number of 
organisations.” 


House burglary: 

POLICE APPEAL 



BRIDGEND police 
investigating a bur¬ 
glary at a house on 
Heol Fronfraithfawr 
on the Broadlands 
housing estate, 
between 9am-6.45pni 
on Wednesday, April 
4, have appealed to 
the public for help. 

They said access was 
gained to the semi¬ 
detached property after 
the rear back door was 
forced open and among 
items stolen were jew¬ 
ellery and watches. 

These included a 
white gold three-dia¬ 
mond engagement ring, 
an Omega Seamaster 
watch with a stainless 
steel bracelet, and an 
Omega Planet Ocean 
watch with stainless 
steel bracelet (pictured 
above). 

Detective Constable 
Phil Colston of Bridgend 
CID said: “We are 
appealing for any infor¬ 


mation regarding this 
burglary. There will have 
been some noise created 
by whoever is responsi¬ 
ble. 

“We want to hear 
from anyone who may 
have been in the area 
during the day and who 
may have seen anyone 
behaving suspiciously, 

“ I am also interested 
in a scrap metal lorry 
which was seen around 
the area during the day. 

“This vehicle is 
described as having a 
blue cab and caging 
around the rear. 

“In addition, if you 
have been offered any of 
the stolen items, please 
contact us.” 

Contact DC Colston 
at Bridgend CID on 
01656 679518, 101, or 
free and anonymously 
via Crime stoppers, on 
0800 555111 (quote ref¬ 
erence 62130097946). 
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TREASURER 
STOLE FROM 
CARE HOME 


THE treasurer of an 
association connect¬ 
ed with a 
Freemasons’ care 
home, stole funds of 
more than £90,000, 
Cardiff Crown 
Court has been told, 
writes AJ SICLUNA. 

David Griffiths (77) 
had problems with pay¬ 
ing credit card bills, 
before resorting to 
crime, said prosecutor 
David Pugh. 

Griffiths, of 

Parklands, Corntown, 
who had no previous 
convictions, had admit¬ 
ted a charge of theft 
before Vale 

Magistrates, and had 
been committed to the 
Crown Court for sen¬ 
tence. 

Mr Pugh said he had 
been the treasurer of 
the Association of 
Friends at the Albert 

Legion’i 


Edward Prince of 
Wales Court, 

Porthcawl. 

Last year, irregulari¬ 
ties were spotted on the 
balance sheet, and 
Griffiths was ques¬ 
tioned. 

It was also discov¬ 
ered that there were 
problems having 

invoices paid. Griffiths 
had failed to produce 
end of year accounts 
and made excuses for 
that. 

The defendant was 
pressed when the chair¬ 
man called at his home 
and he admitted that a 
balance sheet was not a 
true record, and in the 
past there had been 
false balance sheets. 

Mr Pugh said he 
admitted taking money 
to pay credit card 
debts. 

He accepted that for 
six years the accounts 

; thanks 


THE Llantwit Major branch of the Royal 
British Legion wish to thank all the members 
of the Boverton Castle pub quiz team for their 
generous donation of £320 towards the Poppy 
Appeal. 

The RBL meet every third Monday, in the 
evening, at the local rugby club, and a warm wel¬ 
come is extended to anyone who cares to come 
along. 

Maureen Geary-Andrews, 

Secretary, Llantwit Major branch 

Y BONT SPEAKERS 


Y BONT is arranging an evening to raise aware¬ 
ness of autism, which will be held on Thursday, 
May 23, at 6.30pm in Bethlehem Life Centre, Cefn 
Cribwr, Bridgend. 

There will be two speakers; Robert Parton, aged 
18 from Swansea, who has high functioning autism. 
Diagnosed at three, with very limited speech and 
profound sensory issues, he has overcome adversity 
to become a truly amazing public speaker; and his 
mum, Anna Parton, BSc RD Reg dietician, of over 25 
years, who will give practical ‘do-able ’ advice. 

There will also be a range of information avail¬ 
able from local services, organisations and groups, 
including the Bridgend branch of National Autism 
Society. 

Tickets £5, available to order from Y Bont (tele¬ 
phone 01656 646013) or email admin@ybont.com. 


had not been audited. 

The court heard that 
through an equity 
release scheme, 

Griffiths had repaid 
£60,000. 

But later, said Mr 
Pugh, the true scale of 
the thefts became 
apparent, and the total 
was £90,028. 

He was arrested, and 
accepted he had been 
the treasurer for 15 
years, but from 2006, 
had had money prob¬ 
lems. 

His counsel, 

Matthew Roberts, said 
that given time, the full 
amount could be 
repaid. 


He pointed out that 
he had medical prob¬ 
lems, including indica¬ 
tions of prostate cancer, 
and the ultimate prog¬ 
nosis was not yet 
known. 

Recorder John 
Jenkins QC deferred 
sentence until October 
4. 

He told Griffiths that 
he had “disgracefully 
stolen money from a 
charity, pilfered over 
many years.” 

He said that the 
prison sentence range 
was between two and 
six years. 

He was released on 
bail. 


Changing roles at 
the Colwinston WI 

AT the annual meeting of Colwinston 
and Llysworney WI, Kath Jones retired 
as president after many years and Pat 
Johnson and Sue MacKinnon were elect¬ 
ed joint presidents. 

The committee: Dolores Howells, Chris Gill, 
Hilary Jones, Hilary Sheldon, Annie Sant, Sue 
Gattis and Mo Hawkins were all re- elected. 

Judith Lucas, the WI advisor, thanked Kath for 
all her hard work over the years and welcomed the 
new presidents to the job and wished them every 
success for the future. Sue MacKinnon had written 
in verse about the past year’s events. 

The WI is celebrating its 50th anniversary on 
May 5, with a church service and afternoon tea. 
The next meeting will be a visit to Waitrose on 
May 13. 

All members are looking forward to another 
exciting year of speakers and events. KJ 


Highly Successful Business Woman 

Due to expansion, I now seek 5 working partners, 
who must be ambitious and self motivated. 

If you have a supervisory, managerial, sales, 
marketing, recruitment or self employed background or 
feel you wish to develop an extraordinary income, with 
profit sharing, car, free international travel and a 
balanced and flexible lifestyle, with ongoing support 
and training, then I would like to hear from you. 

Call: Julie Shepherd 
01656 838304 

email: julie-shepherd @ hotmail.co.uk 


City promotion 
will benefit 
Cardiff Airport 


ON Saturday, 
Cardiff City secured 
their promotion to 
the Premier League 
with a 0-0 draw at 
home to Charlton 
Athletic - to end a 
51-year absence 
from the top flight. 

The club’s promotion 
will help in boosting 
flights and passenger 
numbers at Cardiff 
Airport. 

The airport will 
mainly benefit due to 
additional ad-hoc char¬ 
ter flights by many visit¬ 
ing teams and some of 
Cardiff City away 
games. 

It is also highly likely 
that City’s promotion 
will also generate an 
increase in private 
flights during match 
days. 

The airport has 
already seen the bene¬ 
fits of another south 
Wales team being pro¬ 
moted to the Premier 
League when two years 


ago, Swansea City were 
successful and have 
remained there since. 

Cardiff Airport will 
now see high profile 
teams such as 
Manchester United, 
Chelsea, Manchester 
City, Arsenal and 
Liverpool visit twice 
next season. 

The airport are not 
strangers to dealing 
with such high profile 
events and have experi¬ 
ence in dealing with the 
annual RBS Six Nations 
airlifts, Heineken Cup 
finals, Rugby World 
Cup, FA Cup Finals and 
Ryder Cup. 

The Wales Air Forum 
would like to wish 
Cardiff City the very 
best of luck next season 
and hope they and 
Swansea City are suc¬ 
cessful in staying in the 
top flight for many 
years to come. 

Gerallt Marsh, 

Wales Air Forum 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

•f ft •# iV - f» ♦ 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides^^^^ 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 


Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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Wales coach Warren pays 
a visit to local rugby club 



ABOVE: Roger Lewis, Paul Wintle, D.Teify Davies, 
Court David Sage (deputy leader) and Warren Gatland. 



Porthcaivl play 
out a cracker! 



Ross Bloomfield with the ball. 


WARREN Gatland 
and Roger Lewis 
literally went back 
to the grassroots of 
Welsh rugby this 
week when they 
attended a ‘cutting 
of the sod’ ceremo¬ 
ny at the Cefn 
Cribwr club in 
Bridgend. 

Wales coach Gatland, 
who is currently on sab¬ 
batical to take charge of 
the British and Irish 
Lions tour of Australia 
this summer, and WRU 
chief executive Lewis 
were special guests at 
the ceremonial event to 
mark the relocation to a 
new club house of the 
125 year old SWALEC 
league division four 
south-west outfit. 

Funded by a core 
development grant from 
the WRU, money allo¬ 
cated by the Millennium 
Stadium Charitable Trust 
and the Waterloo foun¬ 
dation, work has begun 
on a new clubhouse at 
Cefn, the idea for which 
is first mooted in club 
committee minutes of 
1961. 

Lewis happens to be 
president of the club, but 
it is has been the hard 
work of committee 
members behind the 
scenes who have secured 
almost £60,000 worth of 
the kind of funding 
available to all WRU 


member clubs over the 
past five years and made 
this 50-year-old plan 
become a modem reali¬ 
ty. 

“Cefn have been 
smart in the way they 
have worked to source 
funding and all the hard 
work they have done has 
paid dividends as we can 
see today,” said Mr 
Lewis. 

“This new base will 
make a real and physical 
difference not only to 
the club, but to the local 
community, and the cor¬ 
porate message from me 


to all of our member 
clubs is that this could 
be you. 

“The WRU wants 
everyone involved in the 
community game to be 
fully aware of the avail¬ 
able funding streams 
which have resulted in 
almost £27 million being 
received by mgby clubs 
across Wales from the 
governing body over the 
past five years, with 
Cefn being an excellent 
example of how to do 
it.” 

The ceremony was 
also attended by a 


unique local VIP, Mr. D. 
Teify Davies, who, at 92 
years of age, is Cefn’s 
oldest surviving player - 
and he also coached the 
Cefn invincibles side of 
the 1950s. 

“It was a particular 
pleasure to have Warren 
Gatland and Roger 
Lewis here to support 
this great community 
project in Cefn, not least 
because we now have on 
record Warren’s commit¬ 
ment to ensure the club 
is represented by two 
players in his Lions’ 
squad this summer,” said 


Paul Wintle, honorary 
general secretary of 
Cefn Cribwr RFC. 

“We will hold Warren 
to that although it may 
be too late for Teify, 
who was courted by 
Cardiff rugby club in his 
prime. But his family in 
particular were instru¬ 
mental in realising the 
need for an Athletic 
Club in Cefn; his brother 
Roy was a WRU repre¬ 
sentative that gained 
Cefn RFC’s full WRU 
status back in 1972 and 
he deserves our grati¬ 
tude. 

“There is also the 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council and 
Coun David Sage, 
Deputy Leader to thank 
- their officers have 
worked tirelessly across 
all departments to ensure 
that we have access to 
the relevant land,” 

“An array of local 
sponsors and benefac¬ 
tors, including Darlow 
Lloyd Construction Ltd, 
have also provided sup¬ 
port and committed 
themselves to this com¬ 
munity project. But we 
particularly owe a debt 
to the club’s current 
committee who have 
brought this project to 
fruition. 

“The current club 
opened in 1964, but the 
need for a club house at 
the playing fields is first 
recognised by the com¬ 
mittee minutes of 1961, 
so those intrepid people 
will be delighted with 
today’s peer group now 
that this is actually hap¬ 
pening .. ..even if it is 52 
years late!” 

Cefn Cribwr rugby 
club will relocate to its 
new club house at the 
Cae Gof playing fields 
in Cefn in time to cele¬ 
brate the 125 year 
anniversary of its exis¬ 
tence next season. 


THIS was a crunch 6- 
pointer of a match for 
both Porthcawl RFC 
and Pontrhydfen, 
described at the end 
by referee Peter 
Mortimer as a match 
neither side deserved 
to lose. 

Indeed, it took until 
the very last play well 
into injury time for the 
result to be settled. 

Pont started very well, 
their big pack showing 
just what they were 
capable of, yet the 
Seaweeds matched them 
with magnificent 
defence and a strong 
scrum where Gavin 
Williams was superb. 

The visitors almost 
got in front with a nar¬ 
rowly missed penalty 
after 25 minutes; howev¬ 
er a superbly co-ordinat¬ 
ed move started by right 
wing Sean Simmonds on 
the right side of the 
field, feeding Ollie Jones 
who took play wide and 
left. 

Following Nick 
Nutman’s superb run and 
support from Steve 
Phillips, Simmonds 
ended up on the left 


wing to take a scoring 
pass. Skipper Matthew 
Owen landed great con¬ 
version to make it 7-0. 

The visitors respond¬ 
ed almost immediately 
and tested the home 
defence and secured an 
unconverted try for 7-5 
before Owen landed the 
first of three penalties 
and at 10-5 Porthcawl 


were worth the lead at 
the break. 

When Owen opened 
the second half scoring 
with another superb 
penalty from 45 meters, 
at 13-5 it seemed to be 
PorthcawTs day, only for 
Pont to retrieve matters 
with a converted try in 
what was turning into 
the promised ding-dong 
battle between two 
uncompromising teams. 

Both sides played flat 
out for an opening but a 
mixture of good defence 
and the bounce of the 
ball snuffed out all 
attempts to secure the 
next score. 

With the match enter¬ 
ing its final 10 minutes, 
Owen seemed to have 
sealed it for the 
Seaweeds with his third 
penalty, and only stub¬ 
born home defence 
keeping Pont’s desperate 
attacks at bay and it 
became obvious that the 
next score would settle 
the match. 

With the match into 
its final seconds, and the 
home defence stretched, 
the visitors snatched the 
result with an unconvert¬ 
ed try, with Mr Mortimer 
blowing his whistle to 
end a tumultuous battle, 
the final score 16-17. 

The visitors left the 
pitch cock-a-hoop, with 
Porthcawl rueing those 
desperate last few sec¬ 
onds that led to the final 
breach. 

A very good match 
and credit to both sides 
for an entertaining 
encounte - the return at 
Pontrhydyfen promises 
to be a cracker. 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 
MACHINES 
From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING APRIL 

Only with this voucher 


[DISCOUNTS FOR THE I 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 
ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
AH In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


3a TYNEWYDD road. Experienced 
KING SQUARE, BARRY ptftotiZ 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & showroom purchases. 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


500 ‘PUPPIES’ IN 
NEED OF A HOME... 


GUIDE Dogs for the Blind are 
currently seeking homes for 
500 puppies... But these four¬ 
legged friends don’t require 
food, water, veterinary 
appointments or grooming - 
they just need to be fed with 
coins and emptied regularly! 

Guide Dogs Cymru has taken 
delivery of a new batch of dog-shaped 
collecting boxes, and the charity is 
appealing for local shops and business 
to give them a home. 

The boxes are key to the charity’s 
fundraising efforts, as the guide dog 
service receives no statutory funding 
from the government or any other 
body and is reliant on legacies and the 
generosity of donors. It costs Guide 
Dogs around £50,000 to support a 
guide dog from birth to retirement. 

Frank Greig, Guide Dogs’ commu¬ 
nity fundraiser for South-Fast Wales, 
said: “Working with blind and partial¬ 
ly sighted volunteers means I see the 
difference a guide dog makes to 
someone’s mobility and independence 
and every penny popped into these 
boxes helps. Just £5 a day keeps a 
guide dog partnership on the road. 

“The new boxes are really cute and 
I hope local businesses and their cus¬ 
tomers will be able to give our dogs a 
home.” 

The charity is also recruiting volun- 



Clair Davies of Guide Dogs Cymru 
with guide dog puppy Sparky and one 
of the new collecting boxes. 
teers to empty the collecting boxes 
from time to time. The role of box co¬ 
ordinator is an important one, and can 
be adapted to suit the time a person is 
able to spare. 

If you are interested in the collect¬ 
ing box co-ordinator role, or would 
like to place a Guide Dogs box on 
your premises, please contact Frank 
Greig on 07766 367081 or email him 
at Frank. Greig @guidedogs.org. uk. 
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PAGEANTRY AT INAUGURATION OF NEW 
HIGH SHERIFF FOR MID GLAMORGAN 


Report and photographs by KEITH E MORGAN 



and his wife Lana. Rory is dressed in the 
ceremonial uniform of the High Sheriff, 
which dates from the late 17th Century 
and is called Court Dress. 


HIGH Sheriffs are 
changed annually, 
and this year it was 
the turn of Rory 
JM McLaggan to 
be inaugurated to 
this historic office 
which is, inciden¬ 
tally, the oldest sec¬ 
ular office in 
Britain after the 
Crown. 

In a ceremony befit¬ 
ting its historical role 
and with the pomp, cir¬ 
cumstance and protocol 
passed down through 
the ages, the trumpeters 
of the South Wales 
Police Band sounded a 
fanfare to welcome the 
incoming High Sheriff 
and his party as they 
arrived at Merthyr 
Mawr House, Bridgend. 

They were greeted 
there by Mrs Kathrin 
Thomas, CVO, Her 
Majesty’s Lord 
Lieutenant for Mid 
Glamorgan as Keeper of 
the Rolls, Philip Evans, 
the Under Sheriff, and 
Miss Mary Squire, the 
clerk to the 
Lieutenancy. 

The inauguration cer¬ 
emony commenced to a 
second fanfare as the 
procession of dignitaries 
entered the assembly 
room where the guests 
were already present. 
While waiting, the 
guests had been enter¬ 
tained by musicians 
Hannah Clist (cello) and 
Robin Tait (piano). 

The proceedings were 
initiated by the Lord 
Lieutenant as Keeper of 
the Rolls, who read the 
‘Warrant of 
Appointment of Rory 
McLaggan as High 
Sheriff of Mid 
Glamorgan for 2013- 
2014’. 

The Under Sheriff 
then produced the ‘High 
Sheriff’s declaration to 
the Lord Lieutenant,’ 
which was read out loud 
and subsequently signed 
by Rory McLaggan in 
the presence of His 
Honour Judge R 


Twomlow. 

The completed 
‘Declaration’ was then 
handed by the Lord 
Lieutenant to the clerk 
of the Lieutenancy for 
safe keeping, together 
with a copy of the 
‘Warrant of 
Appointment’. 

The Lord Lieutenant 
then received the sword 
of office from the out¬ 
going High Sheriff, Mrs 
Ann Jenkins, and then 
in turn invested the new 
High Sheriff, Rory 
McLaggan, with this 
physical symbol of 
office. 

Following the inau¬ 
guration of the new 


High Sheriff, the Lord 
Lieutenant invited the 
outgoing High Sheriff, 
the new High Sheriff 
and the guest speaker, 

Rt Hon Sir Malcolm 
Pill, to address the 
guests in turn. 

Finally, the Lord 
Lieutenant called upon 
the High Sheriff’s chap¬ 
lain, the Rev Patrick 
Mansel Lewis, to offer 
the bidding prayer. 

Proceedings over, the 
trumpeters sounded a 
final fanfare and the 
Shrieval party processed 
out of the assembly 
room to join the High 
Sheriff for the reception. 



ABOVE: 

Trumpeters of the South Wales Police Band: 
Lianne Davies, John Butler, Dave Tucker, Richard 
Isaacs, Mark Smith and Steve Gorwell. 



ABOVE (left to right): Under Sheriff Philip Evans; Leading Sea Cadet Lucy Gillard; HM Lord Lieutenant 
Mrs Kathrin Thomas, CVO; outgoing High Sheriff Mrs Ann Jenkins; incoming High Sheriff Rory 
McLaggan; Air Cadet Elight Sergeant Josh Williams; and Clerk to the Lieutenancy Miss Mary Squire. 



ABOVE: 

The McLaggan family, many of whom 
had come over from Canada 
(Vancouver and Saskatoon) 
especially for the occasion. 

RIGHT: 

Musicians Hannah Clist (cello) 
and Robin Tait (piano) 



The Outgoing High Sheriff, Mrs Ann 
Jenkins, with Geraint Jenkins. 



ABOVE: The outgoing High Sheriff, Mrs Ann Jenkins, 
handing over the sword of office via the Lord Lieutenant to 
the incoming High Sheriff, Rory McLaggan. 
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WAME^S 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


hol 


Edwards Travel Shop, 0^0 QQ1 1 

8 Central Square, Cardiff \3 ^ A 

Book Online at edwardscoaches.co.uk 


v' UK Award Winning Family Run since 1925 {|£«v 

^ Financiaily Bonded 

Travel with a local Welsh company, 
serving and employing local people 


Secrets of Hidden 
France 

• ••Hotel Lion D^, Rocamodour 
8 days ~ it May, 20 Jut & 14 Sep 


• 3 fully guided tours 

• 2 overnight's half i>oard 
acoNnmodatlon 

• 5 nights dinner, bed and 
buffet breakfast. 


Belgium Treasures 

easROfHl U HOldiy CtfUni 

S days • 12 Mi9/a l^JatMllAug 

• Crepe tasdng 

• Welcome dhnk & Porterage 

• Entry to Annevoie Gardens, 
a local Chocolate maker; 

• Guided tour of the wartime 
Ardennes; 

• Dinner, bed and buffet 
breakfast; Glass of wine or 
beer with dinner 


Paris 

Cruising the Seine 

Seine Process or MS France 
5 drys • 11 Mey A 4 Oct 


• Full board accommodation 

• Complimentary drinks with 
dinner (Wine, water, beer, 
fruit Juioe 6i coffee) 

• Welcome cocktail reception 

• Sailing from Honheur to Paris 


Lake Como & 

Bernina Express 

• **<jrand Hotel Briannia Ecoelsior 

8 days • 18 May 

• S night's full board 
acoommodation 

• Free bar between 08.00 and 
23.30hrs 

• Live entertaifMnent most 
nights; 

• Single Journey on the Bemor^ 
Railway 

• Boat tour of Lake Como 


Tuscany 

• • • Hotel frcolim and SafW 

tl days - ist Jun 

• Excursions to Siena & St 
Glmigr>ano, Lucca, Pisa and 
Florence 

• 4 overnight's half board 
accommodation & 6 night's 
dinner B hot AmerKan 
breakfast 

• Porterage & welcome dnnk 

• Gala dinner with typical 
Tuscan cuisine. 


Ostend Mnks Induai' 

Royal Astor Hotel 

4 days •; / 14 }uo $ I2 Joi C 

• Dinner, bed and buffet 
breakfast 

• Free bar 8.30pm • midnight 
except arrival night 

• Entertainment some nights- 

• Free time in Ostend 

• Excursions to Bruges B Sluls 

• Duty Free shopping 
opportunity. 


Blu« Danube Cruise 

MS Monet 
9 days • / Jun 

• 2 ovtmighfs half board 
accommodabon 

• 6 night's ful board on the MS 
Monet 

• Visiting: Vienna, Budapest 
and Bratislava. 


Green Spain 

* •••Gran Hotel Suances 

8 days • 4 Jun 

* Brittany Ferry to Santander 

* Dinner, bed and buffet 
breakfast 

* Unlimited free drinks at the 
bar betneen 20;30hrs • 
23.CKIhrs 

* Altamira Caves; Santander a 
Gtrided tour of Picos de 
Europe. 


V«Ktf 
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Chair of board slams ‘unfounded allegations’ 
by Conservatives over Barry Regeneration 


THE chair of the 
Barry Regeneration 
Board has insisted 
that its work is pro¬ 
gressing well - in 
stark contrast to 
Tory claims last 
week that the body 
was “in meltdown”. 

Coun Lis Burnett, the 
chairman of the board 
who is also the Vale cab¬ 
inet member responsible 
for regeneration, said the 
allegations were “very 
damaging”. 

The We MP, Alun 
Cairns, and the leader of 
the Conservatives in 
Wales, Andrew RT 
Davies AM, told The 
GEM last week that they 
had been approached by 
Regeneration Board 
members who were dis¬ 
mayed at its lack of 
action and progress. 

One board member, 
Mr Paul Haley, expressed 
frustration that a com¬ 
missioned report had rec¬ 
ommended an aquarium 
attraction at Nell’s Point, 
but that the Vale Council 
had rejected it. 

But Coun Burnett 
emphasised that the Vale 
Council was still fully in 
favour of bringing a 
major attraction to Barry 
Island. 

She said she was keen 
to dispel false rumours 
relating to the state of the 
board: “It’s a shame that 
yet again we have to cor¬ 
rect comments from local 
MP Alun Cairns and 


Assembly Member, 
Andrew RT Davies. 

“Recent allegations 
that the Barry 
Regeneration Area board 
is in ‘disarray’ following 
the meeting held on April 
11 are completely 
unfounded. 

“At a time when we 
are preparing a very con¬ 
vincing case to Welsh 
Government, as to why a 
further round of regener¬ 
ation money should be 
directed at Barry, as 
opposed to other areas, 
such unwarranted and 
unfounded allegations 
are very damaging. 

“There is an extremely 
strong case for Barry - 
the good work already 
under way, the fact that 
we have an Enterprise 
Zone on our doorstep at 
St Athan, a track record 
of completing quality 
regeneration schemes in 
the recent past - and, per¬ 
haps most importantly, 
the fact that we have a 
board of very committed 
individuals who care 
about the town.” 

‘POINT-SCORING’ 

Coun Burnett said she 
wanted people pulling in 
the same direction and 
that recent criticisms 
could be counter-produc¬ 
tive 

“However, a lot more 
needs to be done and as 
cabinet member I want to 
put forward a ‘whole 
town’ bid. To do that, 
everyone has to play a 
part and we cannot afford 


NIGHTCLUB ASSAULT: 

Police issue a 
public appeal 


POLICE are appealing 
for witnesses to an 
assault which occurred 
at the Eclipse nightclub 
in Penarth when a 24- 
year-old man from the 
Splott are of Cardiff was 
left requiring hospital 
treatment for a wound to 
his ear. 

It occurred between 
lam and 2.30am on 
Sunday, March 31 in the 
smoking area of the 


Eclipse nightclub. 

Police said n 18-year- 
old man from Cardiff 
has been arrested on 
suspicion of assault and 
released on police bail. 

Anyone with any 
information is asked to 
contact Police Constable 
Kim Niblett at Penarth 
Police Station on lOI or 
Crimestoppers free on 
0800 555 III (quote ref¬ 
erence 62130095546). 


to get into a situation 
where individuals and 
politicians, of whatever 
persuasion, seek to 
achieve cheap point¬ 
scoring through the local 
press. 

“Everyone has a 
responsibility to put 
Barry’s case in the best 
possible way. 

“If we concentrate our 
energy on promoting 
Barry, we will be suc¬ 
cessful in taking the town 
forward. That is why I 
have contacted board 
members during the past 
week to seek their input 
and feedback into recent 
activity that has been 
played out through the 
media. To say that they 
are extremely disappoint¬ 
ed as to these events, 
would be an understate¬ 
ment.” 

Coun Burnett said that 
changes would soon be 
taking place on the 
Island. 

“In addition to bidding 
for future funding, I am 
also eager to press on 
with key regeneration 
activity over the next 12 
months. 

“Local people will 
soon see activity on 
Barry Island and will be 
receiving regular updates 
on regeneration propos¬ 
als for the Island. 

“Alongside this, we 
will be inviting expres¬ 
sions of interest for 
Nell’s Point - the aim 
being to bring a sustain¬ 
able, high quality attrac¬ 
tion to the Island. 

“There has been a lot 
of coverage in the press 
about a possible aquari¬ 
um on Nell’s Point. The 
aim of bringing a major 
leisure and tourism 
attraction is still at the 
forefront of our plans, 
and we share the frustra¬ 
tion that circumstances 
prevented it from being 
included in this phase of 
activity. 

“The consultant’s 
report, while suggesting 
a use, did not bring with 
it a developer. To take the 
work to the next stage in 
finding a developer, 
building the attraction, as 
well as finding the 
£1 million shortfall in 
funding, was not possible 


Report by TIM CHAPMAN 


by the end of the March a key role in all this 
2014 deadline. work. To this end, at the 

“We see the invest- last meeting, the decision 
ment that will be made in was taken to strengthen 
the Island over the next the role and work of the 
12 months as a key part board by inviting three, 
of making the develop- bey new rnembers to 
ment of Nell’s Point hap- “ <‘*“8 fo™d 

pen. The board will play important work and 


we will announce their 
names once the decision 
has been ratified.” 

Coun Burnettt added 
that she was also meeting 
with residents of the 
Island regularly to dis¬ 
cuss plans and listen to 
their thoughts. 

Last week, Andrew RT 
Davies AM called on the 


Welsh Government for 
an urgent statement on 
the performance of local 
regeneration boards. 

He said that it was 
vital that the new 
Minister considered ‘out¬ 
comes and performance’ 
against the money spent 
by boards. 

In reply, the Welsh 


Government said that the 
Minister responsible for 
regeneration, Carl 
Sargeant, was in the 
process of reviewing the 
boards and a statement 
will follow in due course. 

• Alun Cairns MP 
puts forward his views on 
Barry Regeneration in 
his column on page 9. 


£55 a 


£100 a 



teaching teachers 
assistants 

‘res ri i pey ibi p#i tp 

tcadiiffig and C ^ r day 

tc 

and iiilab 

0 «y to day | lotvg tarm | pormafioot 
Call 02920494560 bayrafourdng^m 


Teaching Agency 



I iHQ 

mm( hiri9 Ag*»nc f 


What kind of dog will choose you? 




r 


We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones, 





sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 



ivf Rv oAv umA. aosro moh 


If looking fof a lovely dog come to Dogs Trust Bridgend 
^ Vi‘^ qoK IQU or nappy, dogt 

^ n ve been neutered and mkjcxtiipped 
^ vecrlneted end a complete haalthcbect 

^ ’/ice’ll your dog <bijr weeks' bee K^^ijrance 
^ tWD qet free Advice throuqnout your dogS life 
To SM all Oi# dogSr v«rt our Mebstte, d09st1ust.0r9.uk 


You can trust a dog from ^Truit 
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*event® 
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EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
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Hurry! 
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10 Year WarrantyL \ 
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SAVE£1060 

EXTRA 20% OFF 

_- you pay only 


RRP £1759 sale £879 
EXTRA 20% OFF 


This is your final chance to make BIG BIG SAVINGS! 
Don't miss out! Offers now into the final days! 




The Dover corner lofA 
Matures tactile fabrics 
to cfnhance it^s soft arxS 
natural appearance 
Available in a choice of 
colours 


RRP £1499 sale 1749 


SAVE £900 

EXTRA 20% OFF 

you pay only 

£599 
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Cardiff Airport 
asks the public, 

What do you 
want from us? 


ATTEMPTS to get 
Cardiff Airport into 
the ‘airport pre¬ 
mier league’ have 
begun with the 
launch of a survey 
- aimed at existing 
and potential cus¬ 
tomers. 

Now officially owned 
by the Welsh 
Government, and with a 
new chief executive, the 
airport has launched a 
new customer feedback 
form and survey to hear 
exactly what the people 
of Wales want from their 
national airport. 

Jon Horne, the new 
CEO at Cardiff Airport 
said, “When my role 
was announced, I 
emphasised my commit¬ 
ment to listening to what 
people want from their 
airport, what businesses 
want and understanding 
how this can be most 
successfully delivered. 

“This feedback form 
and survey is the first 
step in a programme of 
improved communica¬ 
tion between the airport 
and our market, and I 
hope people take the 
opportunity to respond 
and tell us what is 
important to them.” 

The online form and 
survey will be available 
on the airport website 


http://www. tbicardijfair- 
port.com/en/survey/ and 
the aim is for it to 
become the main contact 
point for feedback from 
the public. 

The survey covers 
both travel and the air¬ 
port experience. In terms 
of travel, the airport 
wants to know where 
people travel to, where 
from, what influences 
their travel decisions and 
what their preferred air¬ 
port would be. 

The airport experience 
section asks people to 
rate the importance of 
factors such as car park¬ 
ing, Wi-Fi access and 
cleanliness, and also 
how they currently rate 
those factors at Cardiff 
Airport. 

Jon Horne added: 

“We will not be able to 
do everything at once, 
but understanding peo¬ 
ple’s priorities will help 
us determine our key 
priorities, and inform the 
process of improving the 
airport.” 

The form and survey 
is now live on the air¬ 
port’s web site from 
1000. Written feedback 
can also be sent to the 
following address: ‘Your 
airport is listening 
FAO director’s office; 
Cardiff Airport; CF62 
3BD. 


GEM’S role in ESU 
success is praised 



THE GEM again 
played a big part in 
the south Wales 
branch of the 
English-Speaking 
Union winning the 
ESU National 
Media Award for 
the second year run¬ 
ning. 

Derek Morgan, 
branch chairman, com¬ 
mended the way in 
which The GEM contin¬ 
ues to support by pub- 


speak on ‘The 2000 Year 
Old Computer’. The 
astonishing Antikythera 
Mechanism was fea¬ 
tured in a recent BBC 
Television programme, 
and has fundamental 
implications for explain¬ 
ing the development of 
Greek cosmology, phi¬ 
losophy and technology. 

The next events are 
the summer garden party 
at Fonmon Castle on the 
evening of Friday July 
19 and a lunch at 
Cardiff City Stadium on 


lishing articles and phot- Friday September 20, 
graphs of branch func- with Stanley Johnson as 
tions, which were includ- guest speaker, 
ed in the submission for Further information 
the award. from Derek Morgan on 

The latest lunch saw 01656 669129 or e-mail; 
Professor Mike Edmunds derekmorgan®admor- 
of Cardiff University gan.fsnet.co.uk. 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don^l replace the Frames... Just the Panes! 


Brokefi or Damaged Wlndowst 
Faul^ Hingas, HamUss or Lockst 
Wknt Tho Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All GlaziQg Backsd By Our 

Manufacturers Guarantee 
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0800 6121 118 

www.ciottdy2MBF.com 


Farmers compete 
for NFU award 

FARMERS’ role in their local community,” 
their community is Stephen James, 

being recognised by 

NFU Cymru with recognise 

the launch of its the hard work farmers do 
annual Community off the farm in order to 
Champion Award help their local town or 
- with the winner ^i^age community. 

ccoo Potcutial SLWSLvd winucrs 

receiving £500 and 

two rnnners-np example, with their local 
£100 each. agricultural show, com- 

“The Welsh Rural munity events, choir and 
Community Champion all sorts of things which 
Award, now in its fifth play an important part in 
year, is sponsored by the making a thriving com- 
Principality Building munity.” 

Society. Applications are The closing date for 
invited from throughout entries is June 14, and the 
Wales from those farmers winner will be 
who use what little spare announced on the 
time they have away Thursday of this year’s 
from the farm in helping Royal Welsh Show. 


You could benefit from a new Government policy... 

Are you eligible 
for a FREE boiler? 
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THE VALE IS TAKING 
ON A FESTIVAL AIR! 


O VER the 
next few 
weeks, 
spring will be 
marked by a num¬ 
ber of festivals 
organised by local 
groups which will 
attract visitors 
from far and wide 
to the Vale. 

There can never be 
enough publicity for 
these festivals to ensure 
that everyone can take 
part and enjoy the con¬ 
certs, exhibitions, work¬ 
shops and walks in ven¬ 
ues and communities 
across the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

ARTS 

So watch out for the 
Barry Arts Festival, 
funded by the Arts 
Council of Wales, 
which runs from May 
18 to early June, with a 
major programme of 
events including con¬ 
certs, plays, exhibitions 
and workshops. 

Tickets are available 
from the Festival Shop 
on Holton Road (previ¬ 
ously Blockbusters) or 
you can get the tickets 
online from the Barry 
Arts Festival website or 
Facebook: www.bar 
ryartsfestival.org.uk and 
www.facebook. com/Barr 


yArts Festival. You can 
also contact 07768 
790160. 

Well done to Dot 
Connell, Pat Temple 
Murray and the team of 
volunteers who have 
organised this festival 
for the second year run¬ 
ning in familiar venues 
around Barry, with sup¬ 
port from the Arts 
Council of Wales. 
MUSIC 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan Music 
Festival is also taking 
place next month start¬ 
ing on May 9 at St. 
Donat’s Arts Centre, 
with concerts in venues 
across the Vale through 
to May 18, including 
Ewenny Priory, Fonmon 
Castle, Holy Cross 
Church, Cowbridge, as 
well as concert halls in 
Cardiff. 

Described as, ‘A 
World of New Music’ 
the programme features 
soloists, ensembles and 
composers from 
Lithuania, Estonia, 
Mexico and Erance, as 
well as Wales, UK and 
the US. 

Also funded by the 
Arts Council of Wales 
and the Vale Council, 
this festival attracts visi¬ 
tors from across the 
world to the Vale, 
thanks to the inspiring 
vision of artistic direc¬ 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for Finance and 
Leader of the House) 


tor and Welsh compos¬ 
er, John Metcalf. 
Booking 0844 870887 
WWW. valeofglamorgan- 
festival, tick 
etsource.co.uk. 

Another annual treat 
in the Vale, is the Dinas 
Powys Music 
Eestival/Gwyl Gerdd 
Dinas Powys, which 
also runs in May, sup¬ 
ported by a team of vol¬ 
unteers with events at 
the Parish Hall, St 
Andrews Church, 
Murchfield Hall and the 
Lee Hall. 

The Georgia Jazz 
Band will be starting 
the week-long festival 
on the Village Green on 
Saturday, May 11, with 


a free event, 10am-12 
noon, and tickets can 
be purchased on the 
door. Once again 
check the Dinas Powys 
Music Eestival 2013 
website for further 
details. 

WALKS 

My final festival list¬ 
ing this week will be 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Walking Eestival, 
organised by voluntary 
group Valeways - with 
plenty of walks to suit 
us all from Eriday, May 
31 to Sunday, June 2. 

Book online or 
phone 01446-749000 
WWW. vale of glamorgan 
walkingfestival.org. uk 
to choose a walk, which 
can vary from three 
miles to 7.5 miles, led 
by experienced walk 
leaders. 

All walks are free. I 
will definitely be join¬ 
ing the Barry Island 
Sundowner on Sunday, 
June 2, at 6pm! 

These Eestivals put 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
on the map and will be 
important events to wel¬ 
come visitors to our 
beautiful county, rich in 
talent and heritage. 

At a recent 
Barry Kucha event 
organised by Andy 
Green: www.yourideas 
bank. org. uk/barry event, 
the ‘Lucy Dickenson 



TTiSn and learn simple 

ciiniraliy to reduce Stress and anxiety ana 
neip ycj bpf'*me mnrf tcsmsed and calffr-f m 
yiAJr lie ano wufk 


To find out about our 
8-week Cardiff mindfulness course 
in June 2013 or a 
one-to-one mindfulness session, 
visit www.sfwales.org 
or ring us on 02920 860054 


KSD Cardiff (Soul Centre) 

116-118 Cowbridge Rd East 
Canton, Cardiff 
CF11 9DX 




Award’ was announced 
by Hannah Eitt. 

The headline is ‘Act 
local - Think Global’ 
and the award has been 
established to promote 
and inspire social enter¬ 
prises in Barry and 
beyond. 

The closing date for 
applications is July 31, 
so this gives plenty of 
time for the enterprising 
people of Barry to find 


out more and take part. 

Check out 

http://unltd.org. uk/expre 
ssion-of-interest/ or 
contact Hannah @t/ie- 
safe foundation, co. uk 
tel. 02920 020685. 

There is so much 
good going on and so 
much to support and 
enjoy in Barry and the 
rest of the Vale. 


Why James 
is braced for 
the wax test! 


CARDIFF Airport 
worker James 
Katchi is undertak¬ 
ing the ultimate 
charity fundraiser, 
by having his legs 
and chest waxed for 
the Meningitis 
Trust, in memory of 
a colleague’s uncle. 

The NCP employee at 
the airport in Rhoose, is 
about halfway to reach¬ 
ing the £1,000 target 
he’s set himself before 
undertaking the painful 
procedure, and is look¬ 
ing for supporters to get 
behind him and make a 
contribution to his ‘Wax 
On Wax Off’ challenge. 

Krysia Jarzebek- 
Darma, the Meningitis 
Trust’s community 
fundraiser for Wales, 
said: “We’re really 
grateful to him. While 
he will be going through 
the major pain of the 
waxing, it’s not that 
painful for anyone to 
make a small donation 
and help to make a dif¬ 
ference to the thousands 


of people affected by 
this terrible disease. ” 

James is undertaking 
the challenge in support 
of his colleague Cath 
Dobbinson, who lost her 
uncle to the disease at 
the age of 54, eight 
years ago. 

Cath has had collect¬ 
ing tins in place around 
the airport for the last 
few months to raise 
money for the Trust and 
James’s challenge is to 
help boost this overall 
donation: “The deal is 
that James does the 
waxing and I do the 
fundraising, with the 
help of another col¬ 
league, Gareth 
Corcoran, who suffered 
from meningitis as a 
baby, ” Cath added. 

The waxing will take 
place when the £1,000 
target has been 
achieved, and the beau¬ 
ty department of a local 
college has agreed to 
wax James free of 
charge. 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 


TOP TIPS TO 
BECOME 
MENTALLY FIT 


all 

now how 
I stay 

physically fit and 
well. We train our 
bodies by going to 
the gym or exercise 
classes - but what 
about our minds? 

Sadly, this is an area 
often neglected but if 
left unchecked, can lead 
to feelings of mental 
tiredness or anxiety. 

Our organisation, 
Samye Foundation 
Wales 

(www.sfwales.org) runs 
eight-week mindfulness 
courses, which have 
been clinically proven to 
reduce stress and anxi¬ 
ety. 

Below are four tips to 
help you become less 
stressed and theey can 
be done at your desk at 
work! 


• Bring your attention 
to your posture and 
recognise what is going 
on in your mind. 

• Allow thoughts and 
feelings and emotions to 
run freely, but become 
more aware of them. 

• Rest your attention 
on the natural rhythm of 
your breathing and 
become more aware of 
the rise and fall of your 
abdomen wall, as you 
inhale and exhale. 

• Expand your 
awareness of your 
breathing to incorporate 
your mood and how 
you’re really feeling. 

Put your hand across 
your heart and breathe 
in that feeling. Say to 
yourself: “It’s ok, what¬ 
ever I’m feeling is 
already here,” and bring 
expanded awareness of 
how you’re really feel¬ 
ing into that moment. 




ABOVE: The First Minister with club 
president Rev Mark Lewis. 


How Bridgend 
Rotarians’ 
idea grew into 
fully-fledged 
project for 
Amelia Farm 


IN the spring of 
2012, Rotarians 
Neil Solman and 
Mark English pre¬ 
sented a project 
idea to the Rotary 
Club of Bridgend 
that would greatly 
assist the Amelia 
Farm Trust to reha¬ 
bilitate disadvan¬ 
taged young people 
into the community. 

Early in the Rotary 
year 2012-2013, the club 
were awarded a district 
simplified grant and the 
‘idea’ became a fully- 
fledged project. Further 
funding was supplied by 
the Amelia Farm Trust, 
and senior manager 
Malcolm Jones collected 
£10,000 on a sponsored 
cycle ride from Athens 
to Cardiff. 

The Rotary project 
team, consisting of Neil 
and Mark, were joined 
by past president John 
Ward and the first phase 
- demolition - com¬ 
menced. 

The first burst of 
enthusiasm waned some¬ 
what when this three- 
man team, with a com¬ 
bined age of something 
over 200 years, were 
handed a pair of 16- 
pound sledgehammers 
and shown a substantial 
length of solid wall! 

Reprieve was quick to 
follow when two strap¬ 
ping young rugby for¬ 
wards, volunteers at the 
Farm, relieved them of 
their burdens and made 


short work of the task. 

This unstinting assis¬ 
tance and camaraderie 
was to continue through¬ 
out the duration of the 
building work, the bulk 
of which was carried out 
by the Rotary project 
team. 

By this time, Mark 
had transferred to the 
Rotary Club of Llantwit 
Major, but remained 
fully involved in the 
work. 

The new facility, con¬ 
sisting of a teaching area 
and two fully-fitted 
kitchen areas, one of 
which caters for mobili¬ 
ty-challenged young per¬ 
sons, was completed 
early in 2013 and opened 
by First Minister 
Carwyn Jones on April 
18. 

Sincere thanks were 
given by the First 
Minister and by 
Malcolm Jones to the 
Rotary Club of Bridgend 
for their support and the 
Rotary project team for 
the large amounts of 
time and effort put in by 
them. 

The opening ceremo¬ 
ny was strongly support¬ 
ed by a large turnout of 
Bridgend Rotarians. 
Special thanks must go 
to project manager Neil 
Solman, for his prodi¬ 
gious efforts ‘above and 
beyond the Objects of 
Rotary’. 

JOHN WARD 


^j^K)ven cleaning 

Treat yourself 

Sparkling clean oven 
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THE TOWN & COUNTRY 

£ 695,000 

REFURBISHING & UPDATING 

GRAND SALE 

MUST END 4PIVI SUNDAY 


All clearance goods have been transferred from storage to the salesfltwrs. 
Showroom was closed liednesdav to write final price reductions 

FINAL WEEKEND! - FINAL REDUCTIONS! 
ALL SENSIBLE OFFERS ACCEPTED! 


ALL CLEARANCE GOODS MI ST BE SOLD BY 4PM SUNDAY 28TH APRIL 




JUST A SAMPLE OF WHAT’S ON OFFER IN THE STORE.. 


r LARCH "" 

3 seat sofa in luxurious 
corduroy fabric 
Contemporary style 

WAS £995 

^ RAUCH 
IMPERIAL 

150cm wide wardrobe 
with sliding full mirror 
doors finished in walnut 
WAS £579 

nSWEET DREAMS"^ 
BRONSON 

90cm 2 door wardrobe 
with 2 drawers 
natural beech Hnish 

WAS £399 

'"PERTH oak"' 

Wine rack with drawer 
Hnished in solid oak. 

16 bottle capacity. 

WAS £399 

'"southbury"' 

Rectangular Coffee 
Table in deep 
mahogany stain 
WAS £199 

^ JADE ^ 

HENLEY 

Armchair with deep- 
buttoned back 
upholstered in quality 
fabric 

WAS £549 

U NOW £195 ww NOW £349 WM NOW £175 WM NOW £185 WM NOW £95 UC NOW £269 W 


rSHIRE SILK^ 

4ft 6ins Divan set with 

2 drawers and luxury 
2000 pocket sprung 
mattress. 

WAS £899 

^ COUNTY ^ 

Swivel recline 
armchair in eco 
leather with footstool. 
WAS £399 

'"footstool^ 

Fully upholstered 
in Jumbo Cord 
Fabric 

WAS £79 

VILLAGE"" 

Nest of 3 tables 
in solid oak 

WAS £199 

^ MALVERN ^ 

Extending dining table 
80cm to 12^0cm in maple 
finish plus 4 matching 
chairs with seat pads. 
WAS £499 

'^SAN DIEGO^ 

Large bookcase 
in pine. 

Country style. 

WAS £199 

M NOW £479 WM NOW £159 WM NOW £28 WM NOW £89 WM NOW £259 NOW £95 W 


Arabella 

4ft 6ins Bedstead finished 
in ivory complete 
with Dorlux Jazz 
coil sprung mattress. 

WAS £578 

r RAUCH ^ 

LORETTO 

226cm wide wardrobe 
with 5 doors/2 drawers, 
centre mirror, dark 
wenge bnish. 

WAS £599 

^ RAUCH ^ 
HARVARD 

Bedside chest with 

3 drawers finished 
in Heart Beech. 

WAS £199 

^ SOMERSET ^ 
PINE 

4+2 Chest of drawers 
finished in solid 
country pine 

WAS £599 

r DORLUX ^ 

MANHATTAN 

Deluxe 4ft 6ins Divan set 
with 4 drawers and 
Flexiform system 
mattress. 

WAS £499 

^ALL PICTURES/’ 
MIRRORS, 
RUGS, LAMP AND 
ACCESSORIES 
PRICED 

P NOW £249 WM NOW£299 PU WOW £89 pp NOW £269 pp NOW£259 P 

TO GO j 


Town & Country 

FURNITURE 


5*7 Brackla Street Centre, 
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan. 
CF31 1BZ. Tel: 01656 653147 

Ali c 4 Tm Ij inr^UaNfcfv I: A. ( Ji 


(0(2(113 


FINAL EVENT 
HOURS; 
Thurs, Fri, StiL 
10-6 
Sunday 
11 -4 































































16 - THE GEM 


www.facebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, April 25th, 2013 


Out and About with The G 



Vale takes centre 
stage for popular 
Music Festival 


LOCAL venues will 
take centre stage 
for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Music 
Festival 2013 from 
May 9 - 18. 

The festival, which 
attracts audiences and 
music writers from 
across the UK because 
of its programming and 
setting, will take place in 
venues across the area in 
a blend of formal and 
informal, ancient and 
modern venues - includ¬ 
ing concert halls, stu¬ 
dios, castles and church¬ 
es in city, countryside 
and sea landscapes. 

Each venue is chosen 
to offer an ideal and 
atmospheric setting to 
hear the pieces of music 


performed. 

The festival is well 
known for having an 
artistic vision that is 
both adventurous and 
unique, with an interna¬ 
tional outlook - featur¬ 
ing only the work of liv¬ 
ing composers and 
focusing on their recent 
music. 

This year’s festival 
features six world pre¬ 
mieres, seven European 
premieres, plus perform¬ 
ances by resident and 
visiting artists, some 
performing in the UK for 
the first time. 

The programme com¬ 
bines day and evening 
concerts, workshops, 
talks, discussions and 
special events. 

Ensembles, orchestras 


and artists are invited to 
be a part of the festival 
by artistic director and 
composer John Metcalf. 

He explains: “We 
don’t consider who will 
be on tour and then put a 
festival programme 
together. We think about 
the themes we would 
like to explore and com¬ 
posers we would like to 
feature. 

“Erom here, we 
decide who we would 
ideally like to invite to 
the festival to give the 
best experience for our 
audiences. 

“This means that we 
have performers coming 
from all over the world, 
many appearing in the 
UK for the first time - 
all coming to the beauti¬ 
ful setting of the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

“We are also able to 
combine these visiting 
artists with some of the 
best of our home-grown 
talent.” 

Full information on 
festival events, artists 
and venues available at 
www.valeofglamorgan- 
festival.org.uk. 

Tickets are available 
from www.valeof glam- 
organfestival, ticket- 
source.co.uk (or by call¬ 
ing 0844 8700 887). 


BUILTH WELLS ANTIQUES FAIR 

UP TO 1,000 STANDS INSIDE & OUTSIDE 
ONE OF THE BIGGEST IN EUROPE 
THE INTERNATIONAL ANTIQUES FAIR OF WALES 
AT THE ROYAL SHOWGROUND LD2 3SY 

4th & 5th MAY 10am - 5pm 

Admission £5. Early entry Sat 8.30am £10 

UK & OVERSEAS EXHIBITORS IN TWO MASSIVE 
STAND FITTED HALLS - 8 HUGE DRIVE IN BUILDINGS 
PLUS THE OUTSIDE STANDS ALL ACROSS THE SHOWGROUND 
Fine Jewellery from £50 - £10,000, 18th & 19th century Furniture, 
Dressers, Desks, Four Poster Beds, Wardrobes, Tabies, Chairs, 
Longcase & Bracket Ciocks, Silver Items, The Finest Porceiain, 
Worester, Derby, Minton, Moorcroft, Douiton, Oriental etc. Toys, Glass, 
Linen, Textiles, Fine Paintings by Leading Artists, Medals, Miiitaria, 
Stamps, Postcards, Prime Coins and tens of thousands of collectables. 

INF: 01584873634*07703 558600*07831 672211 
www.continuityfairs.co.uk 



tHe 

WENVOE 

ARMS Wenvoe 
02920 591129 


MAY BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 

Friday 3rd May 

Real Radio’s Jagger & Woody’s Karaoke 


Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th May 
SPRING CRAFT FAYRE 

Over 35 local craft stalls - open Ham to 5pm each day 
Sunday 5th May 
“We are doing it outdoors!” 

Live Music from 6pm with Matt Cook and 
Off The Cuff on our outside stage. 

A great way to chill out ... 

Shop with us in the day and party at night 

Wednesday Club Every Wednesday 
20% OFF EVERYTHING {Excludes existing offers) 
WWW. wenvoearms. co. uk 


The Green 
Dragon 

Inn Llancadle 
01446 750881 

Every Monday 

BUY ONE - GET ONE FREE 
on all Burgers and Classic Main Meals 
Saturday April 27th 
Live Entertainment from 8pm with 

GABBY EARLING 

Reservations recommended - Walk Ins Welcome 

www.greendragon-llancadle. co. uk 



Valeways walks 

TODAY April 25 at 10am, ‘North by 
north west to YDeri’, starting at the 
church in St Nicholas. 

Also on April 25 at 10.30am, the 
Coffee Shop Strollers meet at Rhoose 
railway station car park. 

On April 27 at 2pm, Y Garth (Clwb 
Cerdded Cymraeg) meet at Ysgol 
Gwaelod (Y Garth School). 

On April 28 at 2pm, ‘Bluebells and 
garlic trail ’ at Dinas Powys hub. Mill 
Road. 

Lib-Dem surgery 

WELSH Liberal Democrat 
regional AM for South Wales 
West, Peter Black, will be hold¬ 
ing an advice surgery on 
Eriday, April 26 in Maes teg 
Library from 2pm-3pm. 

Vale AM^s surgery 
THE Vale AM, Jane Hutt, will 
be holding a surgery this 
Saturday (April 27)from 10am 
to Ham at St Bride’s Major 
church hall. 

Nearly new sale 

CYLCH Meithrin Llanilltud Fawr 
will hold a nearly new sale at 
Llantwit Major Rugby Club this 
Saturday (April 27) between 10am- 
11.30am. 

Baby and children’s clothes, equip¬ 
ment, toys, maternity wear. 

Family service 

ALL Saints Church in Victoria 
Square, Penarth, will be hold¬ 
ing a family service at 10am on 
Sunday April 28, on the theme 
of ‘Who is Jesus?’ 

There will be worship items suit¬ 
able for all ages and refreshments are 
served afterwards. Creche facilities 
available. All are welcome - for 
more information visit www.alT 
saintspenarth. org. uk. 

‘A Life Worth Living ’ is a nine- 
week Bible study course, designed as 
a follow-on to the Alpha course. 

All Saints Church is hosting the 
course on Wednesday evenings at 
8pm. Participation is free. Contact 
Rebecca on 2070 9467 to register. 

Bridgend Ramblers 

BRIDGEND Ramblers have 
extended their programme with 


the inclusion of twice-monthly 
Wednesday evening walks of 
four to five miles long. 

They meet at Bridgend Recreation 
Centre car park and leave for the 
start point by 6.15pm. 

The first walk will be on May 1 
around Pyle - see website www.brid- 
gendramblers.co.uk for the rest of the 
programme. 

Big Welsh Walk 

RAMBLERS Cymru will be 
organising a festival of walks 
to celebrate the anniversary of 
the opening of the Wales Coast 
Path. 

The Ramblers ’ contribution will be 
a two mile stroll from PorthcawTs 
Rest Bay car park to Pink Bay and 
back on May 4. The walk is 
pushchair and wheelchair friendly. 

Dads, grandmas and grandpas, 
brothers and sisters are also wel¬ 
come, as are all interested walkers, 
leaving car park at 10.30am. 
Telephone 01656 772304 for details. 

Art society 

ON Thursday, May 2, 
Cowbridge Art Society wel¬ 
comes artist Charlotte 
Leadbeater, who will give a 
mixed media still-life demon¬ 
stration. 

The society meets on Thursday 
evenings at the Old Hall, Cowbridge 
(7pm-9pm). Visitors welcome. For 
full programme, see www.cow- 
bridgeartsociety. com. 

The society is also holding an exhi¬ 
bition and sale of members’ work at 
Swansea Grand Theatre (Levels 1 and 
2), Singleton Street, Swansea from 
April 9-26. Opening times, 
10am-9pm Monday to Saturday. 

Thrift shop 
stays open! 

“CONTRARY to rumours circulat¬ 
ing, StAthan Thrift Shop in 
Woodpecker Square is NOT closing. 
Please inform all your friends that 
we are still trading as usual, so come 
and grab yourselves a bargain!” 
manageress Barbara Green said this 
week. 



27 April 
2013 



10am 
to 3pm 


'A 

Plant Sale 

All proceeds to Cowbridge Physic Garden Trust 


Old Hall Grounds, Cowbridge 

Nursery Stalls & Raffle. 

Donations of Plants gratefully received at the Physic 
Garden on Thursday mornings. 


Ty Hafan winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D771. 

• £2,000: 841928. 

# The rollover, 
which now stands at 


448248, 216668, 

331337,705685,315256, 
698225, 564521, 947101, 
139826,619114,359736, 
517116,313368,567893, 
468960,734000, 624392, 
322843, 671619, 394964, 


£500, was not won this 580761 ,414188, 216939, 
week. 


• £10: 7 0 5 5 7 4, 
801526, 884249,662770, 
921815,585231,423642, 
579310, 873067,389725, 
946854,410386,335097, 
103280,337174,304645, 
428113,885207,678227, 
829300. 

• £5: 541889, 

392768,263967,163200, 
113514,543620, 573151, 
832255,850833,562481, 
534889,583725,511434, 
432908,654778,136095, 
500916,931981,396895, 
738623,187303, 873222, 
640363,196134,762752, 


590412, 246261, 144094, 
820179, 205904,124580, 
854916,581169,443310, 
734158,739046,153167. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For more information, 
about the Ty Hafan lot¬ 
tery, telephone 029 2053 
230. 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

I OCEAN LOUNGED 

{ '^PORTHKERRY2:J> J 

I WE ARE NOW OPEN: * 
t FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT It 
t & DAYTIME SUNDAYS It 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

plus Bingo 


t Friday 26th April * 
t KARAOKE It 

* Saturday 27th April It 

I REBECCA EVE t 

* BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND X 

I Friday 3rd May it 

* GARY DEE i 

I Saturday 4th May * 

t STEVE BEVAN * 

* Sunday 5th May it 

I SPENCE MARTIN $ 
{ Vocal Comedy Star t 

I Traditional j 

* SUNDAY ROAST * 

* only £7.95 } 

t CAR BOOT SALE * 

J EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm J 

^ To find us - click directions@ 

? vvww.firejoust.com J 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 
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OBLIVION IS A GOOD- 
LOOKING, PREDICTABLE, 
BLOCKBUSTER EFFORT 


L ove him or 
loathe him, 
you cannot 
argue with Tom 
Cruise’s success: 
the actor may have 
hit the big 5-0, but 
his status as one of 
Hollywood’s 
favourite leading 
men shows no sign 
of abating. 

His latest film, 
Oblivion, is set in the 
future and sees him play 
Jack Harper, a man 
assigned to help extract 
Earth’s remaining 
resources, after the 
world has been decimat¬ 
ed by an alien attack. 

However, when Jack 
is attacked and kid¬ 
napped by a mysterious 
man named Beech 
(played by Morgan 
Freeman), he is forced 
to question what he 
knows about his mission 
and himself; a situation 
complicated by a woman 
named Julia (Olga 
Kurylenko), who may be 
more linked to Jack than 
even he knows... 

While the presence of 
Tom Cruise is certainly 
impressive, one of the 
biggest pulls of Oblivion 
is the fact that it is the 
second directorial outing 
for Joseph Kosinski, 
whose debut, Tron: 


Legacy, may have 
underwhelmed a little at 
the box office, but cer¬ 
tainly delivered on visu¬ 
al spectacle. 

Kosinski’s follow-up 
follows the lead of his 
debut feature in being 
visually impressive and 
well handled, but, yet 
again, he is let down by 
a story that is a little too 
cliched and predictable, 
making Oblivion a satis¬ 
fying piece of work that 
does what you would 
expect of it and nothing 
more. 

As you might expect, 
Kosinski takes the con¬ 
cept of a future where 
Earth has been decimat¬ 
ed and wrings the most 
out of it; the destroyed 
planet filled with little 
Easter eggs like the 
Statue of Liberty’s torch 
or the Empire State 
Building which, while 
hardly original, are 
pleasing touches. 

The real style comes 
in the shape of his mar¬ 
shalling of the special 
effects, which are flaw¬ 
lessly done, and while 
the film is a glossy one, 
it also works very well 
visually. 

What works less well 
is a story that feels all 
too familiar. 

Starting off a bit like 
Wall-E (with that robot’s 
height comparable with 
that of Mr Cruise’s), it 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreen Talk 


then runs through the 
gears into a world occu¬ 
pied by plenty of other 
science-fiction films. 

That’s not to say that 
it doesn’t work, the story 
keeping you engaged, 
but when the story takes 
a turn, it’s often one you 
can see coming a mile 
off. 

The performances 
aren’t bad. Cruise cruis¬ 
ing through in a role that 
doesn’t particularly test 
him, and his movie star 
charisma, always a good 
fallback, coupled with 
an interesting character 
sees him through. 

Andrea Riseborough, 
usually found in more 
grounded British fare, 
doesn’t do a bad job 
opposite him in a stilted 
role, but one that the 


actress finds some 
humanity in. 

While Morgan 
Freeman coasts by more 
or less playing himself, 
it’s left to Olga 
Kurylenko to show how 
its not done - the model- 
tumed-actress rather 
poor in a role that does¬ 
n’t actually ask that 
much of her, and, amidst 
the futuristic steel, 
Kurylenko is decidedly 
wooden. 

Her performance 
aside there isn’t very 
much to dislike about 
Oblivion, but apart from 
Kosinski’s visual sense, 
there isn’t very much to 
really love about it 
either; it’s a by-the-num- 
bers sci-fi film that 
delivers entertainment - 
but little else. 

VERDICT: A satisfy¬ 
ing film that will keep 
you engaged for its run¬ 
ning time. Oblivion 
delivers what you would 
want it to. Joseph 

Kosinski’s direction is 
well done, but married 
to a predictable script 
and average performanc¬ 
es, means its futuristic 
gleam gives way to 
overfamiliarity. Average. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: The Matrix 
(1999), Tron: Legacy 
( 2010 ). 


1 A' 1i -P- .--.f . 


Thursday 9 - 
Saturday 18 May 
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Beautiful music performed in beautiful venues 

Sunday 12 May 3 30pm 



N] TWM'.I f<Ell s, 
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at Fonmon Castle, nr Barry 


I Solstice String Quartet 
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College students win silver 
medal at RHS Flower Show 


A GARDEN creat¬ 
ed by Bridgend stu¬ 
dents was awarded 
the silver medal at 
this year’s Royal 
Horticultural 
Flower Show in 
Cardiff - building 
on their bronze 
medal result, in 
2012. 

A show spokeswoman 
explained: “The students 
worked tirelessly to 
bring their garden 
‘Discover the Heart of 
Wales’ to life; inspired 
by the Arriva Trains 
‘Heart of Wales’ line, 
the garden represented 
the journey from an 
urban environment to a 
hilly, secluded woodland 
landscape. 

“This is a garden of 
two halves: the fore¬ 
ground is made up of 
paved avenues of 
straight lines and city 
features - such as (horti¬ 
cultural) litter, writing, 
traffic lights and build¬ 
ings. 

“However, the land¬ 
scape changes, and 
paved paths are replaced 
by a wild area and a 
meandering footpath 
leading visitors away 
from the straight lines of 
a city lifestyle and into a 
curved haven of tran¬ 
quility.” 

Bridgend College 



ABOVE: 

The college students’ 
’‘Discover the Heart 
of Wales ’ garden. 
tutor Derek Cashmore 
said: “The concept of 
using the RHS Flower 
Show as the focus of 
teaching and inspiring 
student design ideas has 
allowed student creativi¬ 
ty, entrepreneurship and 
team work to flourish. 

“When the students 
were first informed of 
the task ahead, they 
were filled with anxiety 
and exhilaration, as they 
had never done anything 
l ik e it before, but were 
looking forward to tak¬ 
ing on this challenge. 

“We are delighted that 
the students’ hard work 
has been rewarded”. 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 

7y Hafan Write a 
Will Campaign 

GIFTS in Wills change lives: Imagine 
you’ve just been told your child or grand¬ 
child is expected to die in childhood. 

Wouldn’t you feel comforted by the thought that Ty 
Hafan is there to help your whole family? 

Ty Hafan ojfers comfort, care and support to life- 
limited children, young people and their families, 
helping them to make the most of the time they have 
left together. 

But we couldn’t do this without your support. 
Gifts in Wills fund the care provided to one in five of 
the children we support. Without them, we simply 
couldn’t support as many families. 

To write a Will for only £50 and help life-limited 
children in Wales, please visit 
www.tyhafan.org/will50 or call 029 2053 2270 for 
more information. 



write a 
Will for only 

€50 

with Ty Hafan and selected solicitors 
for two weeks only. 


visit 
or call 


to book 


ty hafan 


ifmw.val 


p* ..t-l-.- 

Im* li 
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GALAXY, MEMORY COMFORT 


By Slumbeftarxl, 4*6', 4 Drsaner itocury Orvm, 
Quality Mattress encased in memtuy (bam 




Carpet 
Remnants & •' uq 

60% OFF 




4 Ooor^, 2 Wrrcrs 
Wardrobe (bmdhed in Beech 




AVANTi GARDE 


Bonded Cream Leather Chair .complete eRth a swrvel 
and redining action PLUS FREE MATOflNG FOOTSTOOL 






M^^eocfcsrcct co.ul 

George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 
NEWPORT 01633 214241 CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 

IliN ^ 34l.« r4Sc«ft«thMLCiJilrir.Cf2}li£ iXcMtwnclkvci 

klM/Tkpo RJlIinHaj^tvi • Tics' Ucd/ht;W 9lllwvx>^ *I UJUba sMfo Ma IMW* UL^^ToHi^Tkn’ht lita 4ii|a • hi eJlM U|vi 
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RHS show was a family affair! 


I Photos by Heather March | 




THE Royal 
Horticultural 
Show in Cardiff 
had a real buzz 
this year. 

There were 
many attractions 
for all the family, 
including stilt 
walkers dressed as 
plants and the 
Schools 
Wheelbarrow 
Competition. 

Pictured (above, 
left) is the entry 
from Llangan 
School with two of 
the proud pupils. 

We are now on 
Twitter - come 
and follow us 
@ gem_news 



Dads aiming to reach 
their peaks for charity 


A GROUP of Ty Hafan dads 
have signed up for one of the 
most popular fundraising 
events of the year - the GE 
Aviation Wales Welsh3peaks 
Challenge. 

Taking place on Saturday June 15, 
eight dads will join around 80 teams to 
tackle the highest peaks in north, mid 
and south Wales within 15 hours to 
raise vital funds for Ty Hafan, the fam¬ 
ily hospice for young lives. 

The annual event has raised more 
than £1.25m over the last 14 years - 
and has seen more than 5,000 people 
travel from as far as Germany, France 
and Scotland to take part. 

Angelo Pucella from Bridgend is 
dad to six-year-old Luca, who was 
referred to Ty Hafan in 2010. Luca is 
the only person in Wales to suffer from 
a rare condition called ROHHAD syn¬ 
drome. 

Angelo, a teacher at Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School, said this will 
be the first time he has taken on the 
challenge. 

“I wanted to help as Ty Hafan has 
been the only place where I’ve been 
able to talk about Luca’s condition and 
he really loves it there. As soon as he 
gets through the doors, he is running 
around and everyone knows when he’s 
arrived!” 

Matthew Davies’ two-year-old son, 
Riley, suffers from Interstitial lung 
disease and was referred to Ty Hafan 
late last year. Matthew, of Maesteg, 
signed up straight away for the event 
and his partner, Kat, will also be tak¬ 
ing part in the charity’s Midnight 
Sleepwalk event next month. 

“We want to help in any way we can 
as we know first-hand what a differ¬ 
ence Ty Hafan makes to families,” 
said Matthew. 

Paul Fisher, a Ty Hafan play work¬ 
er, who will be leading the teams on 
the day, said: “This is a great way to 



ABOVE: ‘^Come on, 
dad, you can do it!’’ 


get some of the dads together to share 
their family situations and have fun 
together. 

“Dads can be less able to air their 
emotions and feelings so getting a 
group of them to take part in this event 
is a way to give them that opportuni¬ 
ty.” 

• All team sponsorship raised from 
events helps Ty Hafan to continue 
offering comfort, care and support to 
life-limited children, young people and 
their families from across Wales. 

If you would like to register a team, 
visit www.welsh3peaks.co.uk or con¬ 
tact 029 20 532199 for more informa¬ 
tion. 

For the less adventurous ladies, 
there is the six-mile Midnight Sleep 
Walk taking place on Friday, May 10. 
Register online at www.midnight- 
sleepwalk.co.uk 


• Warehouse clearance event 
- one week only 

• Open daily 10am - 5pm 

• From 3rd May - 10th May 

Natuzzi furniture and accessories • immediate delivery 



NflTUZZI 

ITALIA 


www.nahjzzi.co.uk 
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TRACTOR RUN RAISES £1,100 
FOR MARIE CURIE CHARITY 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


THE Tractor Boys 
of Aberthin, in asso¬ 
ciation with the 
Blacksmith Arms, 
Llanmaes, have 
raised over £1,100 
as a result of their 
charity Tractor Run 
on Sunday, April 14. 

More than 40 tractors 
left Arthur John’s yard in 
Cowbridge at around 
10.30am, on (thankfully) 
what proved to be a dry, 
but windy day. 

Led by route master 
Jeff Webb, the procession 
headed for Penllyn 
Estate, travelling through 
the farm and onto 
Moorlands Road before 
heading to Aberthin, then 
up and over Cowbridge 
Common to St Hilary. 

From there, passage 
was made down to Tre- 
Guff and onto Penmark 
before progressing to 
Rhoose. 

Here, the old road was 
taken past the Blue 
Anchor Inn, before 
briefly joining the main 
road and then diverting 
to Fontygary, past the 
ruins of the Old Boys 
Club Camp. 

The tractors then took 


in the old village of St 
Athan before finally 
stopping at the 
Blacksmiths Arms. 

Here, refreshment and 
food were provided by 
hosts Jackie and Mike, 
who generously present¬ 
ed £225 to the fundrais¬ 
ing event. 

A further £250 was 
raised by a raffle, and the 
highlight of the day was 
the auction of 205 litres 
of fuel conducted by 
Andrew RT Davies AM. 
The winning bid of £160 
was made by Martin 
Huish, of Aberthin. 

The worthwhile bene¬ 
ficiaries of this fundrais¬ 
ing event are the Marie 
Curie hospice, at 
Penarth. 

Many thanks to The 
Blacksmiths Arms for 
their hospitality, the John 
family for the use of their 
yard. Oil 4 Wales who 
provided the 205 litres of 
diesel, Andrew RT 
Davies for supporting the 
event, and to all those 
Tractor Boys who took 
part and helped to make 
the day such a great suc¬ 
cess. MH 
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Stagecoach Theatre young stars 
perform to a sell-out audience 



The students on stage. 


PHOTO by KJSTANBURY 


ON Saturday, April 20, 
students from 

Stagecoach Theatre 
Arts performed to a 
sell-out crowd in ‘An 
Evening of Movies and 
Musicals’ at St David’s 
Hall. 

The concert, in support 
of the Stroke 
Association, was com¬ 
pered by Jamie Owen 
(BBC Wales) and fea¬ 
tured an incredible line¬ 
up of musical theatre 
stars, including Ruthie 
Henshall, John Owen 
Jones and Nathan James. 

The Stagecoach choir 
of students sang with a 
professional 100-piece 
orchestra, conducted by 
Matthew J Hampson, to 
tumultuous applause. 

Stagecoach schools 
run locally in Bridgend 
and The Vale, teaching 
children aged three to 18 
drama, dance and 
singing. Call 01446 
781454, or visit 
WWW. stagecoach, co. uk 


‘REMARKABLE WORK’ AT 
THE MARIE CURIE 
HOSPICE WINS PRAISE 


REGIONAL 
Conservative AM, 
Andrew RT Davies, 
was given a tour 
last week of the 
impressive refur¬ 
bishment at the 
Marie Curie hos¬ 
pice in Penarth, by 
manager Karen 
Stephens. 

During the upgrade, 
services had been trans¬ 
ferred to Velindre 
Hospital for a period, 
but the facilities are now 
up and running once 
again and Mr Davies, 
who lives in the Vale, 
said that the transforma¬ 
tion had been “remark¬ 


able”. I was fortunate 
enough to visit the hos¬ 
pice before the refur¬ 
bishment began to dis¬ 
cuss the plans - and to 
see the end product last 
week was excellent,” he 
commented. 

“We should never for¬ 
get the wonderful work 
that the team do in 
delivering a high quality 
of life for terminally-ill 
patients. 

“These improvements 
in the hospice will 
ensure that those 
patients are able to 
enjoy an environment 
which gives them priva¬ 
cy, dignity and com¬ 
fort.” 



Conservative opposition leader in the 
Assembly, Andrew RT Davies, is 
pictured with the Marie Curie 
hospice manager, Karen Stephens. 






We are now on Twitter - 
follow us at @gem news 



PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS NEWS 

Water mills, castles, 
dark caves - and 
a burial chamber! 


THE morning was dry when 
Sue, Mary and Gareth joined 
Joy at Barry Waterfront 
before the journey down to 
Gower, which was dogged by 
heavy downpours - but not to 
be defeated, they set off in 
light drizzle. 

This was the first of a series of 
walks with the theme of caves and the 
10-mile trek included two ancient 
water mills, three ruined castles, two 
river crossings, the stunning Oxwich 
Bay, woodland, dunes, a burial cham¬ 
ber and of course a cave! 

From Parc le Breos, a deer park 
which originally covered 2,000-acres 
and was used for hunting, they passed 
the watermill at Parkmill, where local 
farmers who brought their corn for 
grinding had to pay a toll to the estate 
- and if they failed or refused they 
were taken to court. 

The lovely Pennard Pill valley 
below the stark craggy remains of 
Pennard Castle led them through the 
back of Three Cliffs Bay, followed by 
a climb and descent through narrow 
sandy paths, adorned with thousands 
of primroses. 

Heading into a blustery wind, the 
group crossed Oxwich Bay as the rain 
stopped and it grew warmer as, jour¬ 
neying uphill to Penrice they gazed 
towards Oxwich Castle, where a mag¬ 
nificent Tudor mansion was created 
by Sir Rice and Edward Mansel on 
the headland above the bay. 

By 1632, Oxwich was leased out as 
a residence as the Mansel family 
moved to their Margam estate and the 
castle fell into disrepair, finally res¬ 
cued from demolition in 1949 and 


being donated to the state. 

Lunch was enjoyed at St Andrew’s 
Church at Penrice village, before the 
group moved on past the ruins of their 
second water mill to enter the Penrice 
estate. First owned by the Norman de 
Penrice family before the Mansel and 
Talbot family, in the 1770s, Thomas 
Mansel Talbot who had spent much 
time in Italy landscaped the park with 
walks, lakes and gardens which can 
still be seen today. 

Reaching the 186-metre Cefn Bryn, 
common land where farmers are 
allowed to graze horses, sheep and 
cattle, the group were glad to descend 
again from the blustery wind as they 
returned to Parc le Breos cwm to 
climb up onto a rock platform and 
enter Cathole Cave through a triangu¬ 
lar opening. 

Excavations discovered a Bronze 
Age axe, two human skeletons, pot¬ 
tery from burial urns and other vessels 
and bones relating to red fox, arctic 
fox, brown bear, mammoth, woolly 
rhinoceros, red deer and giant deer 
which give some indications of the 
climate changes, now the cave is 
inhabited by bats. 

There was time to examine the 
stone remains of the cromlech on the 
valley floor, which was discovered by 
workmen in 1869 while digging for 
road stone, and which held human 
bones relating to up to 40 people. 

On April 27, meet at 9am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for a nine-mile moder¬ 
ate walk in the Pontneddfechan area; 
contact Clive on 029 2065 4156 or 
Rachel on 01446 410545. 

Membership advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 029 2025 5102. 

JOY STRANGWARD 



Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

caiiDooP' Doctor'/ 


A family business with vast 
experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from 
the doors, to worktops and 
FREE FITTING - LIMITED OFFER new appliances and sinks. 


A/ter 


ecforc 




After... 


DOOR 
DOCTOR 

T-ESSeOST 


TUje Ootrr OotAor 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

vvwv/Aotrr-tftctV(rr.cc.tJc. 















































LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 





ONLY 


WALFl 

PRICB 


A PACK 


Unit 5f Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Tel. 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


OFFERS END SUNDAY 5th MAY - SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


TURKEY CROWNS 

BONELESS 


I^LOIN-STEA 

(800g) 


Vanilla 

Raspberry 

Neapolitan 
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* FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS * BACON * SAUSAGES * CHOPS * STEAKS * MARINATED MEATS * CHICKEN * PORK * BEEF * ETC * 


• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


}Ne are novt tlelivering to pubs, restaurants, caterers, 
cafes and care homes throughout the Vale. 

Please call Simon for a quotation 

01446 721206 

We are sure we can lower your costs 
without compromising on quality. 


HOME DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

CALL TO PLACE YOUR ORDER 

Barry, Sully, Dinas Powys, Wenvoe, Rhoose, 
St Athan, Llantwit Major, Cowbridge. 

Minimum Order £30 - FREE DELIVERY 






^ HOWTO FIND US: 


Turn at traffic lights at Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow the yellow VFM signs. 

Set your sat nav to 

★ CF63 2XA ★ 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS 

Monday - Saturday 8.00 am - 5.30 pm 
Sunday 9.00 am - 2.00 pm 


PALMERSVALE 

BUSINESS 

CENTRE 


MWny tSUPERSTORE 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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JPL SOUND & COMMUNICATIONS 


□□□ 
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goCDoQQ o[j;Qo[^ 
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267 htoHon Rood. BARRV, CF63 AMT 
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Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

s 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


» Fast and Professional Service 

GRABit PLANT HIRE ltd 


• GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS 

• GRAB HIRE SERVICE 

• BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

01446 700535 

www.grabitplanthirelld.co.uk 


MFROR IMAGE 


Brian & Mike Hughes Farriers 

Fully registered 


Established 
37 years by family 
run professionals 

Special care 
for laminitis cases 


Call Pencoed (01656) 865012 

The ‘Horsepower’ Specialists! 


Tel: 07840 757500 

Unit 21, Ogmore Crescent, Bridgend ind Estate, Bridgend, CF31 3TE 


Fully equipped premises 
to cater for all aspects of 
bodywork, including: 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Bumper Scuffs 

Full Re-sprays 

Accident Damage Repairs 

Scratches 

Stone Chips 

Motorbike Piastics 

Coiour Coding 

End of Lease Speciaiists 

Wheei refurbishment 
from £25 






Ibpstak 


The Bluest Showroom 
in Waies* 

Leading brands including 
CLEARVIEW, Charnwood, Chesney’s, 
Esse, Hunter, Aga and the 
contemporary stoves from Harrie 
Leenders, Contura, Scan and Stav. 
Home accessories plus cafe gallery. 
*Main office and showroom: Unit 42, 

Vale Business Park, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

T. 01446 771567 
www.topstak.co.uk 



• Treshen up’ bath & brush out 
from £12 (depending on breed) 

• Fuii grooming treatments 
from £20 (depending on breed) 


P isK pefUiS 

Salon & Spa 


Call Kath & Jo for an appointment on 

01446 710044 

or pop in and see us anytime ^ 


www.poshpawzsalonandspa.co.uk 





The 
flooring 
company 
that 
comes 
.com to you 


Freephone 

0800 6102012 

Mobile 0788 3012080 

WWW.2012flooring.com 


10% OFF 

with this advert 



mmmo 


Its not the way 
youVe used to having 
your car serviced - 


Its Better! 


5 & 10 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

Service & Repairs: 0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
Bodywork & Accident Solutions: 02921 660 906 



FOREST PRODUCTS 

Crossways Estate, Llantwit Major Road, Cowbridge CF71 7LJ 


Telephone 01446 773399 


All types and patterns of fencing 
panels, trellis, palisade, featheredge boards, 
and posts and rails. 

Landscaping sleepers, machined logs, lawn 
edging, gazebos, pergolas, planters and 
picnic benches. 

Redwood decking, spindles, handrails. 

All timbers pressure treated for longer life. 
Concrete fence posts, gravel boards and 
Postmix. 

Agricultural and equestrian fencing and 
gates. 


OPEN: Monday - Friday 8.00am - 5.00pm; Saturday 9.00am -12 noon 
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Metal Polishing & Engineering Services 

30 plus years experience, supplying both trade & domestic markets. 


• Fabrication and welding - fire escapes, walk ways, structural steel, 
security grills, stainless railii^. 

• Site fixing - through supply chain to Leadbitter, Bam, Interserve. 

• In house polishing - satin to mirror/finishing. 

• Repair or replace service. 

• SSn* Accredited, Insured Work, After sales services, CSCS plus other. 
Unit 7A & B, Vale Business Park, CF71 7PF 

Tel/Fax: 01446 771679 / Mobile: 07791 622390 


H 


The 

Stove 

Room 




• n 


All types of timber buildings 
constructed to your own specifications 
and costing less than you think. 


• GARAGES • SHOW JUMPS 


> LOG CABINS 


» STABLES 


• TIMBER FRAMING • FIELO SHELTERS 

• POTTING SHEOS • KENNELS 

• PLAY HOUSES • HOME OFFICE SPACE 

Unit 32, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mobile: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


www.chiversrestoration.conn 

E-Mail: info@chiversrestoration.com 

CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 

Tel 01446 720408 • 07817 625222 


LOG BURNING 
STOVES 

FIRES & 
FIREPLACES 




nf!TU^ 


VROONf.S 


THE LAUNDRY ROOMS 


Domestic/Commercial 
Same Day Service 
Wash & Dry our speciality 

Telephone: 01446-740730 
25 VERB STREET, BARRY. CE63 2HW 

www.thelaundry-rooms.co.uk 
info@thelaundry-rooms.co.uk 
Remember..."Its where the 
best clothes hang out" 

Collection & delivery to Barry, 
Penarth & VJenvoe areas. 


SONIC ALARM SYSTEMS 






» Security 
^ you can 
depend on 

5A Stanwell Road, Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan, CF64 2AB 
Email: info@sonicalarmsystems.com 
Call today for more information: 

02920 703 720 
www.sonicalarmsystems.com 


COWBRIDGE FLOORING STUDIO 


• CARPETS & RUGS 
•WOOD 

• LAMINATE/VINYL 

• DESIGN FLOORS 


42 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE CF71 7DG 

ANCONA 
CARPET 

2 designs 

£9.99 

per sq metre 


01446 774303 


SPRING 
SPECIALS . 





VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 




Phone 

01446 796582 
07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 

As seen on the 
BBC ‘One Show’ 


WE BUY ANY 
CAR, VAN, LORRY, 
BUS, SCRAP 
METAL, ETC. 

WE COLLECT 
mSSmSMSSM 






M. orvis 7044 — 
TfitmA. iOlOSt 



Beautiful bouquets 
at prices to suit you... 

Jfloiuer s>l)op 

A florist for all occasions 



Bouquets and 
Arrangements 

Delivery Service Available 


2 Barons Close House, East Street, Llantwit Major. Tel: 01446 792264. 




« - Lawnmowers 

Machinery Garden tractors 

COVERING THE VALE 
FOR ALL YOUR 
MACHINERY REPAIRS 
SALES & SERVICING 

PLUS MOBILE SERVICE 
& REPAIRS 

07718 257521 
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For top quality and a service second to none, take adVANtage of ‘Van About Town’ 


I 


■0 





^ ^ DISPLAYS I 

Vehicle Graphics 
Shop Signs 
Canvas Prints 
Banners etc. 

15 Woodham Road, Barry CF63 4JE 

01446 747142 

www.spectrumdisplays.org.uk 



Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• Industrial 

• Commercial 

• Residential 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety Executive: 
Licence Number: 4061105056 


Unit 3E, Palmerston Business Centre, 
BARRY, CF63 2XA. 

Tel: 01446 736002 • Fax: 05601 267075 
F-Mail: asguardltd@btconnect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 


Horthutha^ 




BALES • SERVICE 

REPAIRS • SPARES 

lAmimoman . moff-oufi .cmmnbuhmi 

MK) CAROCa ACCCSSORKf 

Vala BtiUnass Pafk, Llifidow, 
Cowbridne CF71 7PF 

Tsit 01446 77S602 


actiondoors.com 



LiSS: ^ 


SOUTH WALES 
LEADiNG iNDUSTRIAL 
DOOR 

MANUFACTURERS 




GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

01656 659274 


www.matthewsremovals.co.uk 

Paul Matthews & Son Ltd 


/Igl 



FURNITURE REMOVERS & 
CONTAINERISED STORAGE 

Local and Long Distance 
Removal 

Part Loading Service 
Single Items and Pianos a Speciality 

Unit 2l,Heol Ffaldau, 
Brackla Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend CF31 2AJ 

Tel: 01656 655466 

lnfo@matthewsremovals.co.uk 


MOft £20 Iff our Van Abmit Town 
wonbetavii Competition 


Simply complete the following wordsearch to have a 
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chance of winning £20 Cash! 
Send your entries to: 

The Glamorgan Gem Ltd, 

53 Eastgate, Cowbridge, 

CF71 TEL 

include your name, address 
and telephone number. 

There are 19 names to find from 
the following 28 

Grab It 
2012 
J.P.L 
Posh Pawz 
Permoveo 
Forest Products 
Hughes Farrier 
Timberaway 
Mirror Image 
Topstak 
Ashdown 
Metal Polishing/ 

Engineering 
DB Decoration 
A&L 


Bonny Tiler 
Cowbridge Flooring 
Laundry Rooms 
Stove Room 
The Flower Shop 
GJR Machinery 
Spectrum 
Asguard 
Riverlea 
Action Doors 
Chips Away 
Paul Matthews 
Sonic Alarms 
Bridge Dff Road 


There are 28 companies in the above list - Find 19 to enter the competition! 


Name . 

Address. 

Postcode.Telephone: . 

Normal competition rules apply. Closing date: Friday, May 10th 2013 - GOOD LUCK! 


DB 


DECORATION Ltd 



Over 30 years ’ experience 

High Quality Work 

Interior & Exterior, 
Painting & Decorating 

CaU 

01446 750256 
or 07811 317954 


New and used Motocross and Quad Parts 


BRIDGE OFF ROAD 




Unit 6 Queens Court, Bridgend Ind. Est. CF31 7TQ 
bridgeoffroad@hotmail.co.uk 
WWW. br idgeoff road .CO. u k 


Mail Order Specialists 


Full Workshop Facilities 
Free Local Delivery and 
Collection Service 

01656 768334 



Chips 
Away 

• Paintwork 
Scratches 

• Bumper Scuffs 

• Alloy Wheels 

Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 or 0800 0287878 Mobile Service 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 
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‘Shattered but 
so pleased...’ 

- SAYS MP AFTER 
MARATHON EFFORT 


MP Alun Cairns 
raised more than 
£2,000 for Barry 
Age Concern and 
the local RNLI after 
completing 
Sunday’s London 
Marathon in a per¬ 
sonal best time of 3 
hours and 39 min¬ 
utes. 

The Vale MP was one 
of six MPs among the 
30,000 runners on the 
26.2 mile course around 
London’s streets. 

“This was my second 
London Marathon, and 
though very tiring it was 
once again a fantastic 
experience, the most 
important being the 
money for Age Concern 
and the RNLI. 

“When I finished, I 
was shattered but so 
pleased. I managed to 
improve on my first 
marathon attempt by 
some 25 minutes. 

“The really emotional 
and inspirational stories 
of so many runners, and 
the fantastic support 
from the crowds, make it 
a truly memorable occa¬ 
sion,” he said. 

“I have worked with 
these charities over the 
years and the Senior 
Health Shop and the 
Friends & Neighbours 



ABOVE: London Marathon runner Alun 
Cairns MP and son Henri. 


group do so much in 
helping older people 
maintain as much inde¬ 
pendence as possible. 
Barry RNLI provide a 
terrific life-saving serv¬ 
ice for residents of Barry 
and visitors alike, 365 
days a year. 

“The money I raise by 
completing the London 
Marathon will go 
towards supporting the 
services offered at the 
Senior Health Shop in 
Holton Road Barry - and 
will help boost the funds 
for the new pontoon at 
the RNLI Barry Docks 
station, which will enable 
faster and safer launch¬ 


ing of the lifeboat. 

“Finally, I just wanted 
to thank everyone who 
has been kind enough to 
sponsor me and send me 
messages of encourage¬ 
ment. But don’t forget, 
now you know I’ve com¬ 
pleted the marathon, it’s 
still not too late to spon¬ 
sor my efforts and raise 
money for two great Vale 
charities!” 

To sponsor Alun 
Cairns and support 
Barry Age Concern’s 
Senior Health Shop and 
RNLI Barry Dock 
lifeboat station, log onto 
www.virg inmoney giv¬ 
ing. com/aluncairnsmp. 


OF SHIPS AND MEN 
AT BARRY DOCKS... 


THE speaker at the 
Barry Men’s Forum 
meeting last week 
was John Wilmot, 
who went to sea in 
the 1950s - starting 
as a 5th engineer on 
the Liberty Ship St 
Aryans, before ris¬ 
ing to chief electri¬ 
cian on the passen¬ 
ger liner Paraguay 
Star, sailing between 
Argentina and 
London every six 
weeks. 

When he came 
ashore, he was employed 
as a gas control engineer 
with British Gas. 

He never lost his love 
of the sea and ships, and 
took numerous photo¬ 
graphs of the ships 
which have used Barry 
Docks for the last 30 
years. 

The first photographs 
he showed were of Barry 
soon after its heydays of 
the early 20th Century, 
when it was the largest 
exporter of coal in the 
world, with the record 
shipment of 13 million 


tons in a year. It was 
said you could cross the 
dock from one side to 
the other on all the ships 
moored up! 

The photographs of 
1925 showed a different 
story, with many ships in 
the docks, but lacking 
any action, and he 
explained the photo¬ 
graphs were probably 
taken during one of the 
strikes. 

In the 1950s numer¬ 
ous ships were laid up in 
the docks, waiting to be 
scrapped. He recalled 
one of them was the SS 
Saint David, who donat¬ 
ed its ship’s bell to the 
6th Barry Sea Scout 
Group, and which is still 
in their headquarters. 

As the coal trade 
declined, and the steam 
ships no longer visited 
Barry, John’s main 
record of ships visiting 
Barry was contained in 
his photographs. 

From the 1960s, the 
numerous ‘banana boats’ 
were weekly visitors, 
starting with the four 
German ‘Bruns’ ships, 
followed by numerous 
Geest-owned ships that 


CAR BOOT SUCCESS 

THE inaugural Romilly School car boot sale, on 
Sunday April 14 was a fantastic success with great 
support from parents, and the public. 

There were a large number of stalls and 
refreshments available in the main dining hall. 
All money raised will go toward improving school 
facilities for the children. The next one is planned 
for May 12 with stall tickets available shortly from 
the school office. 


traded into Barry until 
the 1980s. 

Various tankers called 
in at the port, to dis¬ 
charge their cargos of 
chemicals, often in dock 
for only one tide at the P 
D Oil & Chemical Farm, 
which was the largest 
mixed chemical farm in 
the country. 

There were the NERC 
research ships, and a 
number of different 
dredgers, sand dredgers 
and the old bucket 
dredger David Davies, 
used to prevent the 
docks from silting up. 

There were photo¬ 
graphs of ships in the 
basin. No 3 Dock, dis¬ 
charging timber to 
Meggitt and Price, as 
well as other cargos. 

The No 2 dock had 
numerous ships moored 
there,. The photographs 
not only showed the 
ships, but plotted the 
change of the facilities at 
the docks, as the various 
cranes, disappeared over 
the years, finally to be 
replaced by mobile 
cranes,. 

These were just 
brought in for a particu¬ 
lar ship or cargo. Today, 
one is lucky to see any 
ship in this once thriving 
port. 

The Barry Men’s 
Forum goes on its sum¬ 
mer outing in May to a 
motor museum, and will 
not be resuming its 
weekly meetings until the 
beginning of October. 

PMW 


Kay is the 
Vale’s new 
fostering 
ambassador 


VALE residents are 
being urged to Hake 
the first step to foster¬ 
ing today as the Vale 
Council launches a 
campaign to recruit 
more foster carers. 

The campaign, enti¬ 
tled A Vale Child Needs 
Vale Foster Carers ’, 
aims to keep foster chil¬ 
dren in the Vale, rather 
than finding placements 
in other counties and as 
part of the campaign, 
the council has appoint¬ 
ed one of its foster car¬ 
ers, Kay Griffiths MBE, 
as a fostering ambassa¬ 
dor. 

Kay said: “My hus¬ 
band David and I made 
that call to fostering 
services more than 35 
years ago and have 
never once regretted it. 
Every child deserves the 
chance to have a happy 
and fulfilled life and 
some children are not 
able to live with their 
own families for all sorts 
of different reasons. 

“Foster care has a 
huge impact on a child, 
whether it’s for a few 
weeks or for years. 

“As a foster carer, 
you have the opportunity 
to give a child happy 
memories for a lifetime, 
no matter what has hap¬ 
pened before, or what 
may happen later in 
their lives. For my hus¬ 
band and I, it has been a 
privilege. So I urge any¬ 


one who has been think¬ 
ing of becoming a foster 
carer to take that first 
step to fostering today 
by calling the council’s 
fostering team. ” 

Coun Chris Elmore, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren ’5 services, said: “I 
warmly welcome the 
appointment of Kay 
Griffiths MBE as the fos¬ 
tering ambassador for 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 
Her commitment over 
the last 35 years to fos¬ 
tering children is incred¬ 
ible and I know she will 
be a wonderful ambassa¬ 
dor for the county. 

“When a child moves 
into foster care outside 
their own county, they 
leave their family, their 
friends, their school and 
their support network. 

“The Vale Council 
strives to make sure that 
doesn’t happen, because 
we believe that a Vale 
child needs a Vale 
home. ’’ 

The Vale Council’s 
fostering team welcomes 
applications from people 
from all walks of life, 
whether you are interest¬ 
ed in providing foster 
care for respite, emer¬ 
gency, short-term or 
long-term placements. 

Contact the fostering 
team on 01446 729 600, 
email fostercare @ vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk or 
visit website www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk to 
fill in our online form. 


Vale cabinefs 
site visit to 
Sports Centre 


A REPORT which 
examines the future 
use of Colcot Sports 
Centre, has been con¬ 
sidered by the Vale 
Council cabinet. 


Dogs 
banned 
on five 
beaches 

FROM May 1 until 
September 30, resi¬ 
dents and visitors to 
the Vale are reminded 
that dogs are banned 
from using 
Southerndown, 
Llantwit Major, Cold 
Knap, Barry Island 
and Penarth beaches, 
the Vale Council 
warned this week. 

“A by-law exists to 
protect bathers, ensur¬ 
ing their safety during 
the months that beach¬ 
es have most visitors. 

“ It is an offence to 
bring a dog on any 
beach where the ban is 
enforced. If caught, 
you could face a fine 
of up to £500,” a 
spokesperson said. 


The report suggested 
that a bid could be sub¬ 
mitted to the Barry 
Regeneration 
Partnership project 
development fund for 
£20k in 2013-14 for a 
feasibility study - to 
identify a range of pos¬ 
sible future uses for the 
centre in consultation 
with the local commu¬ 
nity - and that follow¬ 
ing the study, a steering 
group involving stake¬ 
holders be formed to 
develop long term pro¬ 
posals for use. 

DECISION 

DEFERRED 

The cabinet decided 
to defer decisions on 
the funding and steering 
group until after a site 
visit had gone ahead. 

It did agree that 
basic improvements 
could be carried out for 
benefit of current users 
and to protect the build¬ 
ing from weather dam¬ 
age. 

The cabinet also 
gave the go-ahead for 
12-month extension 
leases for Cylch 
Bethesda Playgroup and 
Wendy Summerell’s 
School of Dance to 
carry on their work. 


NURSE’S PLEA TO PARENTS... 

‘Measles made me 
deaf, so get your 
child vaccinated!’ 


A NURSE who 
caught measles 
when she was two 
years old - and who 
became deaf as a 
result - is urging 
parents to “get the 
MMRjab”. 

Ursula Arnold has 
been a nurse for the past 
30 years and is currently 
a clinical nurse educator 
and emergency nurse 
practitioner at Morriston 
Hospital. 

She said: “Measles 
isn’t nothing. I’m deaf 
because of measles and 
some people have died 
because of it. 

“Please get your chil¬ 
dren vaccinated, so they 
don’t go through what I 
and others have gone 
through.” 

When Ursula was two 
years old, she contracted 
measles; this was before 
the MMR vaccination 
was available. 

She said: “When I had 
measles, I was quite ill, 
but not so bad I had to go 
into hospital. 

“The main problem 
came afterwards when it 
became clear I had hear¬ 
ing problems as a direct 
result. 

“Not being able to 
hear properly is a disad¬ 
vantage in many ways. 
When I was in school, I 
had to sit at the front of 
the class and concentrate 
really hard to hear the 


Lifeboat 

rescues 

seasick 

sailor 

THE volunteer crew of 
the Barry Dock RNLI 
lifeboat were called on 
Friday, April 19 to a 
broken down yacht 
with a sea sick crew 
member on board. 

The RNLI lifeboat 
reached the yacht three 
miles south west of the 
Breaksea light and 
escorted it back to har¬ 
bour. 


Roadworks 


TEMPORARY traffic 
control - A48 Sycamore 
Cross (April 22-26), to 
allow for topsoil and 
grass seeding, sign main¬ 
tenance and minor 
amendments to the cen¬ 
tral kerb island; Sully 
Moors Road and 
Lavernock Road, Sully; 
Beach Road, Llantwit 
Major; B4265 Llantwit 
Major bypass at 
Llanmaes Road traffic 
lights; B4267 Penlan 
Road at the junction 
with Dochdwy Road, 
Llandough. 

Road closure - 
Clevedon Avenue, Sully; 
Lane to the rear of 
Kathleen Street and 
Lewis Street and the 
lane to the rear of num¬ 
bers 29 to 38 Park 
Crescent. 



Ursula at the 
London Olympics 
2012, where she was 
a medical volunteer. 

teacher. But when the 
teacher turned their back 
to write on the board and 
carried on talking, I 
couldn’t hear what was 
being said and missed 
out on important infor¬ 
mation.” 

It wasn’t until Ursula 
was training to be nurse 
that she received some 
support and her first 
hearing-aid. 

Ursula explained: “I 
was looking after a 
group of patients and 
one of them complained 
to the Sister that I was 
ignoring her. I said the 
patient hadn’t called me. 

“It was only then that 
I was asked if there was 
something wrong with 
my hearing and I said 


yes there is. 

“I was immediately 
referred to HR and 
Occupational Health for 
tests and was given a 
hearing-aid. 

“My hearing contin¬ 
ued to get progressively 
worse, but now I have 
two digital hearing aids. 

“They are amazing; I 
can now hear things I’ve 
never heard before - 
especially low level 
sounds. 

“At home I thought 
my husband was having 
an asthma attack, but in 
fact he was just breath¬ 
ing;..I’d never heard 
breathing before! 

“Let your children 
have the MMR. I can see 
why parents might be 
concerned but the evi¬ 
dence says the MMR is 
safe. 

“I had my son vacci¬ 
nated and he is now in 
his early 20s with no ill 
effects. I don’t know any 
colleague who hasn’t 
had their children vacci¬ 
nated with the MMR. 

“I can assure parents 
if there was a problem 
we would be the first to 
say no. 

“Measles isn’t noth¬ 
ing. I’m deaf because of 
measles and some peo¬ 
ple have died because of 
it. 

“Please get your chil¬ 
dren vaccinated so they 
don’t go through what I 
and others have gone 
through.” 


Call for local 
schools to host 
MMR sessions 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


SCHOOLS in the 
Vale are being 
asked to host 
measles vaccination 
sessions - to stop 
the disease spread¬ 
ing any further 
east. 

More than 800 cases 
have been diagnosed in 
Swansea, and it has 
already spread to 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough. 

In Bridgend, there 
was one case in 
December, one in 
January and one in 
February. However, 12 
were recorded in March 
and 15 in the first 17 
days of April. 

With the outbreak 
moving east, secondary 
schools in the Vale are 
being asked by the local 
council to work with 
Cardiff and Vale 
University Health board 
to put on vaccination 
sessions for pupils who 
have not received two 
doses of the MMR vac¬ 
cine. 

The Vale Council cab¬ 
inet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services, Coun 
Chris Elmore, said: “We 
are keen to do every¬ 


thing we can to stop the 
measles outbreak 

spreading to the Vale, 
and we are asking all the 
secondary schools in our 
area to help the health 
board organise vaccina¬ 
tion sessions. 

“If parents have chil¬ 
dren who are not fully 
vaccinated against 
measles, mumps and 
rubella, they can make 
arrangements with their 
doctor’s surgery for 
them to be vaccinated. 

“We hope school vac¬ 
cination sessions will 
help us to protect chil¬ 
dren who are still not 
vaccinated, and that par¬ 
ents will sign the consent 
forms needed to have 
their youngsters protect¬ 
ed against MMR. 

“With more than 800 
cases of measles in the 
Swansea area, we are 
asking parents of our 
schoolchildren to sup¬ 
port the vaccination pro¬ 
gramme and help us to 
keep measles out of Vale 
schools.” 

Parents of school chil¬ 
dren identified as need¬ 
ing vaccination, will 
receive letters and con¬ 
sent forms over the com¬ 
ing weeks. 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 
We will beat any written quote like for like! 



SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT S 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AV^LABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
6 WINDOWS fimD FROM ^ 

DOORS FITTED FROM £450^ 

FRENCH DOORS FROM CTW 

CONSERVATORIES FROM £3495 . 


Voted Best 
Installer - Wales 
2012 by 
Network Veka 


Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


FRES^mpTES! : 

. Gutters&Downpipes 

iWANlJT OUR TRADE WINDOWS^ DOORS AM) OOtCil^ >, 

dV COWM 

Email: W tJSSJ 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

; _ji 

Opening Hours: gnilliinw 

9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


^ This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 
vvwffJTfiiBindow&edm 

rTwti—■—ants 07976640959 


5^^ Amazing Offei! 

Cla'ij^curfrw wprtiul blinds wrtb pv?r^ full Itetrse 
of w intoB arrWoofs or eonser^alorv filtd! 


FENSA 


BRIDGEND 01656 349515 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 539212 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 BAP 


choose one of these perfect doors 


0 WINDOWS a DOORS F 

0 FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
0 FREE VERTICAL BLINDS “ 

0 WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 
0 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 

T WIl.^ 

It.' (■ mNsrnvATC.'^irs V 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


seliuork 
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The ‘King of Smuggling’ 
who plied his trade along 
the Glamorgan coast... 


PIRATES and 
smugglers were rife 
throughout the 
whole of the 
Glamorgan coast 
during the 18th 
Century. 

Two infamous and 
ruthless individuals were 
William Arthur and 
Thomas Knight who set 
up their control centre 
on Barry Island. 

They plagued the 
shores, and Knight, a 
notorious smuggler, built 
barricades around the 
island to isolate his base 
so that his fleet of ships 
(which were heavily 
armed) created fear 
amongst locals. 

He would charge 
along the Bristol 
Channel to destinations 
such as the Channel 
Islands, where alcohol 
and tobacco were looted 
as they were considered 
to be luxury items at the 
time. He also acquired 
soap from Ireland. 

foiight is documented 
at his stronghold in 
Barry in 1783 as travel¬ 
ling to other destinations 
beyond our shores on his 
ship the John O’Combe, 
equipped with a vast 
quantity of armoury and 
60 to 70 strong crew. 

He managed to outwit 
the customs authorities, 
and gain respect from 
local people probably 
because he could sell on 


his wares amongst them. 

Because of this, he 
adopted the nickname 
'The King of 
Smuggling’. 

Knight’s reign was 
short-lived, however, 
because in 1785,the 
authorities managed to 
outwit him, and he fled 
to Lundy Island. He is 
said to have died there a 
very wealthy man. 

Islands are undoubt¬ 
edly visible from the 
mainland in clear weath¬ 
er, and this notorious 
trade could be seen in 
full view during the 
hours of daylight. 

Although the customs 
authorities were aware 
of wrongdoing around 
the shorelines, they were 
powerless to halt it, as 
they did not have a boat 
to journey across the 
water at the beginning of 
this scandalous trade. 

Flat Holm Island in 
the middle of the Bristol 
Channel, was ideal for 
illicit smuggling. 

This unlawful indus¬ 
try became rife during 
the 18th Century, and it 
is thought that an old 
mine shaft on the north¬ 
ern side of the island 
was an ideal base for 
smugglers to hoard their 
loot from both England 
and Wales. 

A small cave on the 
eastern side had natural 
tunnels giving easy 
access to the sea. 


S[p®®[sy 

miLiiSo.. 

by Hayley 
Williams 


This cave in the east¬ 
erly cliff became a stor¬ 
age point for contraband, 
kegs of brandy and tea. 

In fact, a local writer 
in 1902 commented that: 
“The men are still living 
who claimed to have 
seen (the cave) filled 
with that which had 
never paid the Queen’s 
dues.” 

It is doubtful that the 
author of this observa¬ 
tion visited the island as 
the cave has the charac¬ 
teristics of being too 
small for human activity, 
and a large amount of 
loot would barely fit into 
such a confined cham¬ 
ber. However, smug¬ 
gling probably did exist 
on the island because the 
old mine shaft was lit¬ 
tered with tunnels, and 
the exit was disguised as 
solid rock. 

There were many 
more haunts for this ille¬ 
gal trade along the coast 
- including Sully, 
Swanbridge, Cadoxton- 
juxta, Barry, Penarth 
Head, Aberthaw, 

Llantwit Major, Nash 
Point, Dunraven, 
Southerndown and 
Porthcawl. Other infa¬ 
mous Welsh pirates or 


smugglers operating 
along the Glamorgan 
coast who spread fear 
throughout communities 
were Modryb Sina (Aunt 
Sina) Howel Davies, 
Black Bart Roberts, 
Bartholomew, Colin 
Dolphyn and Jack Callis. 

But during the latter 
part of 18th Century, the 
trade had petered out, 
and many believe the 
customs authorities had 
tightened their grip on a 
coastline littered with 
such rogues.Our coast 
has seen its fair share of 
illegal scoundrels, and 
because of their deeds, it 
would seem inevitable 
that tales of their ghosts 
plague our shores. 

Chilling screams have 
been heard, bellowing 
out across the seas piti¬ 
fully shouting for help, 
which could only have 
fallen upon deaf ears 
from a bygone era, when 
looters gleefully watched 
the harrowing ordeal of 
innocent sailors drown¬ 
ing in the cruel sea. 

Could these haunting 
sounds be from restless 
seaman walking the 
coastline in search of 
help, or just a mass fig¬ 
ment of the imagination? 

At Kymin House in 
Penarth, the ghostly fig¬ 
ure of an 18th Century 
pirate is reported to 
reside. He seems to 
enjoy remaining on the 
earth’s plane, scaring 


people with his rebel¬ 
lious dress and brutal- 
looking face. 

But who could this 
mutinous man be, and 
why does haunting in 
this way give him satis¬ 
faction? On the distant 
seas towards Sker rocks 
in Porthcawl, a ghostly 
ship has been seen mir¬ 
roring white mist around 
it, particularly on stormy 
nights, when mysterious 
church bells will dis¬ 
tinctly ring out. 

Could these scary 
happenings be a reenact¬ 
ment of a ship lost to 
treacherous seas when 
the bells would ring out, 
warning its people of 
disaster? 

At Barry Island, the 
ghost of a local pirate is 
said to haunt the entire 
area, patrolling the 
coast as if trying to pro¬ 
tect inhabitants from for¬ 
eign invaders. 

Could this be the 
ghost of a local hero 
called Benedict y 
Diffoddwr, whose ship 
was attacked by Spanish 
pirates, or another out¬ 
law whose fate remains 
unknown? 

Fact or fiction? Only 
you can decide ... 

I would dearly like to 
thank Mr W E Dunn who 
has sent me valuable 
information to enhance 
my writing. 

hayley. williams550@yah 
oo.com 


Two-try hero Alex 
wings in with £3,000 
boots for auction 



RIGHT: 
Rhydian with 
Alex Cuthbert 
at the hospice 
TOP Welsh try- 
scorer Alex 
Cuthbert visited 
Ty" Hafan hospice 
recently - to drop 
off the rugby boots 
he auctioned (via 
Twitter) for the 
charity. 

Kay Ferguson from 
Kent was the highest 
bidder for the boots, 
which Alex wore during 
the Wales v England 
championship decider. 

She paid £3,000 for 
the size 11.5 boots 
which the winger scored 
two tries wearing during 
Wales’ biggest Six 
Nations victory over 
England. 

It was Alex’s first 
visit to the hospice and 
he was thrilled to meet 
six-year-old Rhydian 
Verdin, who suffers 
from a type of brain 
tumour called 
Craniopharyngioma” 

Alex said: “After 
Sam auctioned his 
boots, I thought I would 
do the same and what 
better charity to choose 
than Ty" Hafan? 

“I was both humbled 
and inspired when I vis¬ 
ited the hospice today. 
They do fantastic work 
and I want to continue 


to help the charity in 
any way I can.” 

Ty" Hafan offers 
comfort, care and sup¬ 
port for life-limited chil¬ 
dren and young people 
and is dedicated to 
improving the quality of 
life for the whole family. 


This comfort and sup¬ 
port extends out of the 
hospice and reaches 
right into the heart of 
the family home, and is 
completely free of 
charge to the families in 
Wales who need it. 


NFU TALK FOR 
LOCAL FARMERS 

ADAM Quinney, NFU vice-president, will 
be guest speaker at the Glamorgan NFU 
Cymru annual conference on May 14. 

Starting at 6pm, the meeeting will be held on Ty 
Tanglwyst farm, by permission of John Lougher 
and his family, followed by a barbecue. 

Adam Quinney will give his view on the current 
situation of the agricultural industry and future 
challenges and opportunities facing farmers. 

He farms 250 hectares of rented land at 
Sambourne, near Redditch on the Worcestershire- 
Warwickshire border. 

Stephen James, NFU Cymru deputy president 
will also provide an NFU Cymru update. 
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GREAT ATMOSPHERE AT PYLE POINT-TO- 
POINT MEET AS TUDOR REIGNS SUPREME 





THE Llangeinor Hunt held their annual 
point-to-point races for the first time at 
the Dunraven Stud, Llanmihangel Farm 
near Pyle, and a huge crowd made for a 
carnival atmosphere. 

Nine point-to-point races plus three pony races 
were decided during the long sunny afternoon and 
former national champion point-to-point rider, 

James Tudor from Cowbridge, came away with a 
four-timer. 

He was successful on Tiger Rag (Members),The 
Snail (Men's Open), Lennie Da Lion (Restricted 
Division 1) and Howya Buddy (Aged Maiden). 

Tiger Rag and The Snail, former inmates of Evan 
Williams's Llancarfan yard, gave Tudor's cousin, 
Jonathan Tudor, a former successful amateur him¬ 
self, his first double as a trainer. 

Tiger Rag scored by eight lengths from Garrick 
Oscar and The Snail won by three lengths from 
Ben's Folly. 

Howya Buddy, who looked like romping home at 
the Ystrad Taf Fechan a week earlier only to fall 
three fences from the finish, brushed through the 
fences to win by a distance from Karazaaf. 

Owner/trainer David Brace OBE, who owns the 
land the races are held on, after a couple of early 
reversals, had a hat-trick with Spirit Of Barbados 
(Ladies' Open), Lennie Da Lion and Respectueux 
(Restricted Division Two). 

Spirit Of Barbados, who used to be trained by 
David Pipe, was given a cracking ride by Charlotte 
Prichard, who led her two rivals a merry dance and 
went on to win by two lengths from the odds-on 
Fair Point, a winner of its three previous races. 

Lennie Da Lion, who just got home by a neck 
from the favourite Always Archie, broke down 
when pulling up and Respectueux was awarded the 
race when it was discovered that No Reason Why, 
ridden by Rachel Leyshon, who had passed the 
winning post in first place, had lost its weight cloth 
during the race. 

Eric Clough's Pathian Prince won the confined 
under Wayne Maskill and Steve Hadley's homebred 
Drombeg West, a 10-1 chance, partnered by Alan 
Johns, took the first division of the Young Horse 
Maiden. 

Former rider Luke Price saddled his tenth winner 
of the season when Neville Thomas's Second 
Alliance, a 12-1 shot, ridden by Nick Williams, 
won by 20 lengths from of DontTellMeThat in the 
second division of the Young Horse Maiden. 

Many racegoers watched the racing from a big 
screen that had been specially installed on the 
course and although the riders gave the course full 
marks, some racegoers complained that the viewing 
facilities were poor. 

However, all new racecourses have teething 
problems and no doubt if anything can be done to 
improve the viewing, the hunt will pull out all the 
stops in time for next year. 

BRIAN LEE 
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ON April 7, Penarth RFC under-lOs 
entered the district tournament at 
Pentyrch RFC with the hope of retaining 
their title of district champions from the 
previous season. 

The Penarth Tigers were drawn in a tough pool 
alongside Rummey, Pentyrch and Rhiwbina. All 


Scout leaders 
take their 
toxophily to 
the next level! 


FIVE Scout leaders 
from across the Vale 
were able to 
advance their love 
of archery when 
they attended the 
final assessment ses¬ 
sion of the archery 
GB level 1 coaching 
course. 

The course started 
back in February with 
attendance at three full 
day tuition sessions 
learning the theory and 
practicalities of coaching 
beginners in the sport. 

Along with modular 
written assessments, can¬ 
didates had to complete 
their own log of support¬ 
ed learning, assisting in 
coaching beginners and 
‘have a go’ archery ses¬ 
sions for a minimum of 
12 hours under the super¬ 
vision of a senior coach. 

“The final assessment 
day was a little nerve 
racking, being observed 
by senior coaches from 
Archery GB and not 
knowing what style of 
coaching was going to be 
required. We had to pre¬ 
pare written coaching 
plans for both ‘Bearbow’ 
and ‘Freestyle’ recurve 
archery, and deliver a 45 
minute session on either 
one chosen by the asses¬ 
sor,” said Simon Miskin. 

“Next, we undertook a 
professional interview 
which included questions 
on the theory and prac¬ 
tise of archery and our 
own experience of the 
sport.” 

Richard Watson and 
Dave Simm, both Cub 
leaders at the 1st 
Cowbridge Group, Wyn 
Gower Scout leader at 
1st St Athan, Steve 
Taylor, Scout leader at 
4th Barry and Simon 


Miskin, District 

Commissioner for the 
Vale District, were all 
successful in achieving 
the first 4sport Level 1 
award in coaching 
archery. 

The other candidates 
came from Pembrey and 
Newport and had similar 
success; we shall proba¬ 
bly meet them again at an 
archery tournament 
somewhere. 

“Thanks to funding 
from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Community 
Chest grant, we were 
able to send people on 
this course, because of 
the curiosity and uptake 
in the sport due to the 
popularity of last year’s 
Olympics. We are now 
able to deliver more ses¬ 
sions to more young peo¬ 
ple,” explained Simon. 

“The assessment took 
place at St Richard Gwyn 
RC High School in 
Barry, the home of 
Caerau Dragons 

Bowmen Archery Club 
where there are facilities 
for shooting both indoor 
and outdoor ranges, 
weather permitting.” 

Apart from being adult 
volunteers for Scouting, 
Wyn, Steve and Simon 
are also members of the 
club and so will be able 
to pass on their knowl¬ 
edge to beginners there 
as well. 

“A big thank you to 
the excellent behaviour 
of the six Cub Scouts 
from 1st St Athan who 
were pupils for the morn¬ 
ing sessions and to fami¬ 
ly members of the candi¬ 
dates who volunteered 
for the afternoon,” Simon 
added. 

Simon Miskin, 
District 
Commissioner Vale 
District 


players stepped up and put in a wholehearted effort 
against three very strong sides but sadly were unable 
to overcome their counterparts. 

The Penarth Lions were drawn in a pool along¬ 
side Barry Atoms, St Peters and Llandaff North. 

After two rusty yet comfortable victories in the 
first two games, the boys finally regained their focus 
and put on a show of the fine rugby that we have 
been accustomed to and the final game resulted in a 
resounding victory for Penarth putting them top of 
their pool. 

Llanishen were the opponents for the quarter final 
and the match was, as expected, a spectacle of fan¬ 
tastic running rugby from both sides and was a close 
encounter throughout the majority of the game. 

Penarth, however, stepped up a gear in the final 
stages to score two more tries which resulted in a 
21-7 victory for Penarth. 

They then progressed to the semi-final against 
Llandaff, a side very similar to Penarth. This again 
proved the case with an outstanding game from 
either side. 

With a final scoreline of 14-14, six minutes of 
extra time was to be played in which a 'golden try' 
would prove victorious. 

In the dying minutes of the game, Penarth called 
a move which saw them score in the corner to win 
the game in magnificent style. 

This put them into the final against a very fine 
CRICC side. Another fine display was put on by two 
very good sides and again the scores were tied at 14- 
14 at full time, which resulted in another two peri¬ 
ods of extra time for the Penarth boys. 

Another great effort saw them score in the comer 
once again to clinch the match and the tournament 
for the second year in a row. Full credit must go to 
the entire squad on a yet another fantastic perform¬ 
ance. 

Well done to every player and a big thank you 
from the coaches, George, Ed and Derick, on a very 
fine performance. 

EJM 


Local juniors make a fine 
start to the golfing season 


ST ANDREWS 
MAJOR Golf Club 
had excellent news 
recently when the 
junior section were 
awarded Junior 
Golf Accreditation 
status by Golf 
Development Wales. 

The award recognises 
the club’s commitment to 
junior golf and ensures 
that coaching, organised 
events and child welfare 
are of the very highest 
standard. 

The introduction of 
the development squad 
last year has given jun¬ 
iors the opportunity to 
play with other young¬ 
sters at the same level. 
Competitions are played 
over nine holes with jun¬ 
iors of a similar handi¬ 
cap. 

Club captain, John 
Lock, stated that the hard 
work, effort and enthusi¬ 
asm put in by junior 
organiser Stephen 

Thomas and club profes¬ 
sional John Hastings has 
paid dividends with both 
the junior squad and the 
development squad. 

The juniors got their 
season off to a flying 
start by winning the qual¬ 
ifying event of the 
Shelter Cymru Welsh 
junior team event. 

Despite the freezing 
conditions, wind and 
even some snow, the 
team consisting of Jordan 
Taylor (captain), Daniel 
Thomas and Daniel 
Williams held off a very 


strong challenge from the 
16 other teams taking 
part. 

They will now go on 
to represent their club at 
the final in Llandrindod 
Wells at the end of May. 

Junior organiser 
Stephen Thomas, said: 
“The Junior Golf 
Accreditation award 
recognises the hard work 


and commitment of our 
coach John Hastings, the 
club committee and jun¬ 
ior volunteers. 

“Our weekly coaching 
sessions are proving to be 
very popular with the 
juniors, and the improve¬ 
ment in their golf is fan¬ 
tastic; we now have four 
members in the 
Glamorgan county 


squad.” 

The junior section at 
St Andrews Major are 
currently looking for new 
members. For more 
details, email samju- 
niors@hotmail.co.uk or 
contact the junior organ¬ 
iser, Stephen Thomas on 
07595 293079. 


Vale football success 
keeps on coming! 


THE Vale Reds Disability 
Football team have again tast¬ 
ed success on the field by win¬ 
ning another two Pan 
Disability tournaments in the 
last three weeks. 

The club attended the Special 
Olympic tournament on April 7 where 
they came up against sides from south 
and west Wales. 

Having been entered into the 
Premiership ability group they came 
away with enough wins to win the 
group by one point and take the tro¬ 
phy. 

The group was very hard and phys¬ 
ical and it was the first time the team 
had played at that standard; they are 
now looking forward to the next 
Special Olympic festival in 
September where they hope to enter 
two teams. 

Last Sunday it was back to the 
South East Pan Disability Eestival at 
the Gol in Cardiff, and again the 
teams rose to the task and came 
through a very hard match against 


Cardiff City. 

They were winning 2-0 at half time 
but the Vale Reds were not out yet 
and rallied to finally win the game 2- 
4. With the team being cheered on by 
our shirt sponsors, Mooneerams 
Solisitors, they went on to win com¬ 
fortably against Race and Pont 
Dragons A. 

The Vale Reds’ second side had a 
mixed day at the festival, winning 
two games out of four, but again 
showed that they are improving in 
their game. The coaches would like 
to thank all the players for giving 100 
per cent to the matches as it was a 
long day for everyone. 

The club are currently looking for 
players with a disability from the age 
of eight to adult to join the club; we 
train on a Wednesday night from 
7pm, and if you are interested please 
call Neil on 07827 334818 or visit the 
Vale Reds website at: valeredsdisabil- 
ityfc.btck.co.uk. 

NL 


Cowbridge under-10s 
get a helping hand! 


BOYS from 

Cowbridge under- 
10s rugby squad 
turned out in their 
match kit to thank 
Waitrose and their 
customers for their 
support, as part of 
the store’s 

‘Community 
Matters’ scheme. 

The team are travel¬ 
ling to take part in a busy 
weekend of rugby - at 
the floodlit rugby tourna¬ 


ment in Esher in Surrey 
on the Eriday evening, 
and then will take part in 
the largest mini rugby 
festival in the UK, at 
London Irish AREC on 
the Sunday. 

Mini rugby continues 
to thrive at Cowbridge 
REC, and is run through 
the voluntary support and 
commitment of coaches 
(mainly dads!) and par¬ 
ents. 

Eor the second consec¬ 
utive year, the team will 
represent Cowbridge 


(and Wales) at the annual 
Eive Nations mini rugby 
festival, to be held on 
April 28 at London Irish 
AREC’s Sunbury home. 

Waitrose partners 
chose to support the 
under-1 Os in their green 
token ‘Community 
Matters’ scheme follow¬ 
ing a request from the 
squad. The sum raised 
will help with funding 
the costs for this special 
weekend ‘tour’ for the 
boys. 


UK’s fastest cyclist is back 


THE man who last year beat 
Chris Boardman’s 1993 
national competition record 
for 25 miles, is back in the 
Neath Valley this Sunday, April 
28 to defend his title and 
attempt to go faster than that 
45 minutes 46 seconds which 
would take him over the 33 
mph mark. 

The first class field assembled by 
Ogmore Valley Wheelers for this early 
season opener, the Carl Roach 
Memorial Time Trial, includes Dr 
Michael Hutchinson (In-Gear- 
Quickvit-Trainsharp RT), a famous 
cycling journalist and writer of an 
entertaining few pages every week in 
the national magazine Cycling Weekly 
about amateur cycling in the UK. 

He starts last man at 10am on 
Sunday from Rhigos village and the 
course joins the A465 Heads of the 
Valleys Road, west to Aberdulais and 
back to a Glynneath finish. 

His national competitors are team 


mates Matt Bottrill (46.47) and Mark 
Holton (48.07), both of Best Welsh 
competitors are young flier Keiron 
Davies of Bynea CC (49.27) and Justin 
Cannon, RAE CC (48.36). 

The field is smaller than might have 
been expected because the cold start to 
the year has affected road training, 
some riders preferring to wait until 
later in the year to kick off their sea¬ 
son. 

Nevertheless, the fast course has 
attracted almost 120 riders from 
Guernsey and all parts of the UK; only 
25 per cent are based in Wales. 

Bridgend-based Ogmore Valley 
Wheelers organiser Tim Raine of 
Treoes said: “We are pleased to wel¬ 
come such a strong group of cyclists 
here and the family of Carl Roach from 
Maesteg will be at the prize-giving cer¬ 
emony. 

“Spectators will be very welcome 
both on the course from 8am and to 
give support for the winners at the 
Rhigos Sports Hall at 11.30am.” 


PENARTH LIONS ROAR IN 
DISTRICT TOURNAMENT 
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Octogenarian Viv 
recalls golden 
years at Llantwit 


LAST Saturday and 
Sunday I once again 
ventured up to 
Llantwit Major 
Rugby Club and (as I 
often do) I had an 
enlightening chat with 
one of Llantwit’s most 
respected former 
players, Viv Griffiths. 

With plans afoot to 
host a special Silver Ball 
success 50th anniversary 
reunion in recognition of 
Llantwit Major RFC’s 
finest achievement, it 
was the main topic of 
our conversation. 

Viv played on the 
wing for Llantwit and 
Bridgend and at centre 
for Pontypridd - playing 
his first game for 
Llantwit in 1954, when 
they were short of a 
player, having been a 
useful soccer player up 
to then. 

Viv captained 
Llantwit in 1959 and 
1963, but had the mis¬ 
fortune to miss out on 
both Silver Ball finals, 
the first having pulled a 
hamstring in the semi¬ 
final; and the second 
having suffered a more 
serious broken leg in the 
February. 

After his playing, he 
coached the youth for 
six years, initially on his 
own, until the late Billy 
Deere came on board to 
help. 

Rather than write 
about the Silver Ball 
results and stats, which I 
feel should be published 
after the planned func¬ 
tion on Sunday, May 5,1 
asked Viv about the 
group of players and the 
training they undertook. 

The coach at the time 
was John L Thomas, a 
larger than life character 
who, sadly, is no longer 


with us. John L was a 
PE teacher, a product of 
the renowned St Luke’s 
College, Exeter, who 
along with 

Loughborough, were one 
of the strongest rugby 
sides in England, with a 
top class fixture list in 
the 60s-70s with Wales 
hooker Jeff Young 
among many former stu¬ 
dents, including myself, 
by coincidence. In my 
era, we had the likes of 
Jeff Squire, Mike Rafter, 
Mike Slemen, Neil 
Bennet, Erank Wilson, 
Dai Burcher, John 
Scott...the list could go 
on. 

The point to be made 
is that you had to be 
really fit and John L 
instilled this in the 
Llantwit team, some of 
whom were naturally fit 
anyway, being farmers. 

I asked Viv about 
some of the players: He 
said they were a truly 
great side, with some 
outstanding individuals. 
Jeff Hill and Billy Miles 
vied for the fullback 
spot. 

Billy Miles played in 
the first semifinal 
against Glynneath, who 
had won the competition 
the previous three years, 
and actually touched 
down three times, only 
to be recalled for a for¬ 
ward pass on each occa¬ 
sion. 

Jeff Hill was a fast 
runner, a very good soc¬ 
cer player; wing Noel 
Thomas was a hard play¬ 
er equally at home at 
flanker; while Russell 
Jenkins on the other 
wing also played for 
Bridgend. 

Centres he remem¬ 
bered were the powerful 
John Eletcher ex- 


Llandaff, who attracted 
Rugby League scouts at 
the time and was offered 
a substantial sum to go 
north; alongside him was 
Dai Llewellyn, a chemi¬ 
cal engineer at 
Aberthaw. 

The player who ran 
the show for Llantwit 
was outside half Doug 
Vizzard, who hailed 
from a famous foot¬ 
balling family. Doug 
was truly a class act with 
tremendous vision and a 
great boot, despite being 
only eight stone soaking 
wet - yet able to drop a 
goal from half way, as 
hooker Neil Thomas put 
it at the time. 

Doug played top class 
rugby for Penarth and I 
am really looking for¬ 
ward to meeting him 
next Sunday week along 
with Billy Miles, who is 
travelling down from 
Manchester. 

There was scrum half 
Terry Lewis, good serv¬ 
ice, great awareness and 
like his brother, Gwilym, 
super fit. Viv remembers 
Terry scoring the win¬ 
ning try in the semifinal 
against Cardiff Athletic. 

At prop, Henry 
Burford a youth product 
formed a formidable 
front row alongside 
hooker Neil ‘Punchy’ 
Thomas, a real character, 
local farmer who every¬ 
one liked - and Peter 
Williams, who played 
for Newport on the flank 
on several occasions. 

One story about Neil 
recounts his habit of 
turning up a bit late for 
training; being a farmer, 
of course, he was natu¬ 
rally fit, and whenever 
John L was not looking 
he would skive off 
counting press-ups 


Cowbridge under- 
14s defeat our 
English neighbours 


COWBRIDGE under-14s 
hosted English cluh Marlow 
for the first time and defeated 
a hrave side hy 10 tries to nil, 
the final score 66-0. 

The first 15 minutes of the game 
were evenly matched until the home 
side took advantage of a Marlow 
error, wing Dan Bunney pouncing on 
a loose ball to score in the corner. 

A second try soon followed when 
full back Charlie Pegrum broke 
through the Marlow defence, beating 
a number of attempted tackles, to 
score under the posts. 

The visitors fought back bravely 
but excellent tackling by Sean Davies, 
Osian John and Rhys Beynon pre¬ 
vented them from crossing their 
opponent’s line. 

Two further tries from Dan Bunney 
and one from centre Joe Knott gave 
Cowbridge a 29-0 lead at halftime. 

Cowbridge started the second half 
in determined fashion when second 
row Owain Jenkins stormed through 
the Marlow ranks, making 30 metres 
with a weaving run before being tack¬ 
led on the visitors’ 22. 


The ball was carried on by prop 
Josh Evans, who was brought down 
just short of the line. Erom the ensu¬ 
ing ruck the ball was passed quickly 
along the line to Charlie Pegrum who 
scored his second try. 

The game now become one sided, 
with Cowbridge dominating all 
aspects of the game and within the 
space of five minutes they added fur¬ 
ther tries by Charlie Pegrum and a 
fine individual try by outside half Cai 
Evans, who also had good day with 
the boot, converted eight out ten con¬ 
versions. 

Prop Ben Terry, following up well 
from a pass by Tomos Evans 
Williams scored the ninth try and sec¬ 
ond row Matthew Keating, who 
worked tirelessly throughout, com¬ 
pleted the rout. 

A special mention should be made 
of the Cowbridge back row, Otto 
Guwy, Duncan Ace and James 
Holder, who covered every inch of 
the pitch and who were outstanding in 
the loose and turned over ball after 
ball in the rucks. 

ALAN DAVIES 


instead of actually doing 
them. 

Viv and Neil became 
good friends, and Viv 
and his missus were 
invited to go with Neil 
and his missus on their 
honeymoon, which was 
spent down Mervyn 
Thomas’ place in 
Broadhaven, 
Pembrokshire. 

Unfortunately, 

Mervyn had not told his 
missus he had offered 
the place to Neil, and 
though Neil was given a 
bed, Viv had to sleep in 
the bath. 

In the second row was 
John Maddox, vice cap¬ 
tain, who actually started 
playing for Llantwit as a 
centre. He packed down 
alongside Mike Elias, 
another great bloke; 
unassuming, yet did his 
job. 

Behind this front five, 
Llantwit had a tremen¬ 
dous back row: Gwilym 
Lewis at blind side was 
a superfit workaholic, a 
great reader of the game, 
while openside was Rob 
Davies, hard as nails, 
who put the renowned 
Gary Samuel off his 
game with his no-non¬ 
sense tackling. 

No.8 was Peter 
Weakley, who was 
remembered for his try- 
saving, in fact match¬ 
saving cover tackle 
against a former Welsh 
international winger in 
the game against 
Taibach. 

No subs, of course, in 
those days and during 
one season, only 17 
players turned out for 
the first team, quite a 
remarkable record for an 
incredible group of play¬ 
ers who deserve the 
recognition coming their 
way. 

DAVID GRIFFITHS 


PLENTY OF ACTION IN 
THE VALE CUP FINALS 



Barry Athletic captain Connor Bright lifts 
the Brian Riseborough Memorial Trophy, 
which was presented by chairman of the 
Vale Referee Society, Kevin Shaw. 



Sully Sports A captain Ben Jones lifts the 
Steve Jones Memorial Trophy, which 
was presented by Alan Smith. 



Cogan Coronation captain Owen Lloyd 
received the Billy Butlin trophy from 
Vale of Glamorgan Association football 
league chairman, Tony Williams. 


Girls get taste of futsal 



The Vale Girls’ under-12 football 
team recently competed in the 
South Wales Girls League Futsal 
Cup finishing a credible fourth 
place. 

The event, which was run as a pilot 
scheme to introduce girls into futsal 
saw 22 teams from across south Wales 
compete in regional groups before a 
finals event taking place in the new 
House of Sport in Cardiff. 

The team played a total of 20 match¬ 
es in the competition, winning 13, 
drawing three and losing just four and 
coach Luke Williams was delighted 


with his team’s effort. 

He commented: “The girls really 
enjoyed the futsal experience with the 
small sided game allowing for more 
creativity and touches of the ball.” 

The Vale Ladies & Girls Football 
Club is now recruiting for new players 
for the 2013-14 season. All abilities are 
welcome and the club currently boasts 
one of the largest girl’s football clubs 
in south Wales with over 85 players 
playing each week. For more informa¬ 
tion please contact 07832 273688 or 
email: info@valegirlsfc.co.uk. 

LW 



Tynewydd FC captain Lewis Union lifts the 
Supporters’ Cup, which was presented by the 
Mayor of Barry, Coun Les Sword. 



Cardiff Airport captain Liam Davies 
lifts the ASRS Cup, which was presented 
by Wales manager Chris Coleman. 


THE VoG ALE 
league finals recent¬ 
ly took place at 
Jenner Park stadi¬ 
um. 

In the year seven final 
on Friday, April 12, 
Barry Athletic defeated 
Barry Town 3-2; the 
Athletic’s goals came 
from Conor Bright, Jack 
Such and Jordan Jones 
(penalty), while Barry 
Town responded with 
goals from Lloyd Gunter 
and Luke Vowles. 

Barry Athletic captain 
Connor Bright lifted the 
Brian Riseborough 
Memorial Trophy, which 
was presented by chair¬ 
man of the Vale Referee 
Society, Kevin Shaw. 

In the year eight final 
on Sunday, April 14 
Llantwit Major A were 
edged out 3-1 by Sully 
Sports A and and Sully 
Sports A captain Ben 
Jones lifted the Steve 
Jones Memorial Trophy, 
which was presented by 
Alan Smith, manager of 
the Cadoxton Imps year 
eight team who won the 
final last season. 

The division 1 final. 
Supporters’ Cup, on 
Sunday, April 14, saw 
Tynewydd FC run out 2- 
1 winners against Pro 
Copy Athletic; George 


Pycroft and 

Lewis Union, from the 
spot, scored for 
Tynewydd while 

Anthony Randell scored 
for Pro Copy. 

Tynewydd FC captain 
Lewis Union lifted the 
Supporters’ Cup, which 
was presented by the 
Mayor of Barry, Leslie 
Sword. 

The following week 
(April 21) saw Cadoxton 
Imps draw 3-3 with 
Cogan Coronation A in 
the year nine final after 
extra time; however 
Coronation won 5-4 on 
penalties, and captain 
Owen Lloyd received 
the Billy Butlin trophy 
from Vale of Glamorgan 
Association football 
league chairman, Tony 
Williams. 

In the Premier 
Division ASRS Cup 
final on the same day, 
Cardiff Airport, with 
goals from Jermain 
Martin and Jamie Harris, 
beat Penarth Town 2-1, 
Penarth’s goal coming 
from Ryan Williams. 

Cardiff Airport cap¬ 
tain Liam Davies lifted 
the ASRS Cup, which 
was presented by Wales’ 
manager Chris Coleman. 

MD 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS 

Send us your sports 
reports, news and other 
items of interest - email 

gemeditorial@tiindleinews. co. uk 
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Cowbridge Under-12s 
prosper in tournament 


NEWS FROM BARRY CHESS CLUB 


LAST Sunday, 
Cowbridge under- 
12s came away vic¬ 
torious from a three 
team tournament at 
Nelson. 

Nelson, the hosts, first 
played Llantwit Fadre 
and beat them 35-20. 
After being able to 
watch the first game of 
the tournament, 

Cowbridge knew they 
had two difficult games 
to play back to back. 

Nelson were first up. 
In a tough encounter, 
Cowbridge managed a 
good win 5-0. During 
the first five minutes of 
the first half Cowbridge 
were camped in the 
Nelson 22, but could not 
string a number of phas¬ 
es together to break 
down a resilient Nelson 
defence. 

The game’s only try 
came from Cowbridge 
losing a scrum against 
the head, inside the 
Nelson 22. The Nelson 
fly half decided to run 
the unexpected ball, 
only to run into Bamy 
Langdon-Cryer, the 
Cowbridge inside cen¬ 
tre, who performed a 
tackle. 

Ben Jones, the 
Cowbridge open-side, 
was first to the break¬ 
down and made a great 
turnover. From this 
turnover, Jones quickly 
fed Harry Ridge, the 
Cowbridge outside cen¬ 
tre, who made a simple 
pass to Sam Green, the 
Cowbridge right wing. 

Green quickly got up 
to speed to outpace his 
opposite number and 
with a great hand-off 
scored in the comer. The 
try not only showed the 
power of a turnover in 
midfield but also how a 
quick turnover is incred¬ 
ibly hard to defend 
against. 

Nelson, did not allow 
this try to knock their 
confidence and they 
came straight back at 
Cowbridge. Cowbridge 
made a number of 
infringements at the 
breakdown, allowing 
Nelson a number of 
penalties gaining them 
territory deep into the 
Cowbridge 22. 

With a few minutes 
before the break Nelson 
had a line-out five 
metres out. A neat line- 
out move resulted in the 
Nelson pack driving 
hard for the line. 

The Cowbridge pack 
matched the Nelson for- 



Camelots promoted 
as the champions! 


wards, but were again 
penalised. This time 
Nelson adopted the tap 
penalty approach and 
only a last-gasp, try¬ 
stopping tackle by Lewis 
Hawke, the Cowbridge 
hooker, stopped an obvi¬ 
ous try. 

The second half was a 
similarly close affair 
with both teams having 
their chances to cross the 
line. 

Learning from 

Nelson, Cowbridge ran 
their own lineout move 
just outside the Nelson 
22. The ball ended up in 
Green’s hands who 
offloaded to the power¬ 
ful Cowbridge second 
row, Luke Conner. 

Conner made a charge 
for the line, only to have 
the ball ripped from his 
hands just as he was 
about to score. Nelson 
responded with some 
mnning from deep 
inside their own half and 
managed to put a num¬ 
ber of phases of play 
together. 

The Nelson backs 
made some simple pass¬ 
es and put away their 
speedy winger just 
inside their own half. It 
was a foot race between 
the Nelson right wing 
and Green, the 
Cowbridge left wing. 

Just inside the 
Cowbridge 22, Green 
made a great tackle to 
bring down the Nelson 
winger and superb sup¬ 
port by the Cowbridge 
back row allowed 
I.Williams the 

Cowbridge scrum half to 
clear the ball into touch. 

With a few minutes 
remaining Cowbridge 
got back into the Nelson 
22, but were unable to 
secure the decisive score 
to relax the travelling 
crowd. However, with 
great team spirit the 
boys held out for a good 
first victory over 
Nelson. 


In the tournament’s 
second game, 

Cowbridge faced 
Llantwit Fadre. Even 
though Fadre had been 
beaten by Nelson they 
still had a chance to win 
the tournament if they 
managed to beat 
Cowbridge by more than 
the score they lost to 
Nelson. 

Cowbridge started the 
game on the back foot 
and it was Fadre who 
made the early pressure. 

Only some scrambled 
defence by Cowbridge 
kept the scoreline 0-0. 

From a breakdown 
deep inside the 
Cowbridge 22, Ben 
Jones, managed to get 
his hands on the ball and 
set off on a length of the 
field run down the blind- 
side. 

With the Fadre 
defence doing the best to 
cover, Jones was 
dragged down 10 metres 
short of the line. 
Cowbridge were then 
penalised for an 
infringement at the 
breakdown, allowing 
Fadre to clear their lines. 

Cowbridge were now 
getting more and more 
of the possession but not 
in any scoring position. 

The deadlock was 
broken with a brilliant 
individual try from 
Langdon-Cryer. 

He collected the 
bouncing ball just inside 
the Fadre half, and with 
a burst of pace and hand- 
off found himself clear 
of the Fadre first line of 
defence. 

With only the full 
back to beat Langdon- 
Cryer made a fantastic 
sidestep at pace to score 
under the posts. 

The second half fol¬ 
lowed the same path as 
the Nelson game, with 
both teams having the 
ability to score but the 
final passes just not 
going to hand. 

Fadre made a number 


Millwood bowlers 
beaten by Penarth 


RINK 2 (Millwood 
bowlers first): 

A. Norris, H. 
Hodgkinson, M. 
Williams, J. Butler 
(skip) 13 - R Davies, A. 
Savage, H. Trow, B. 
Lewis (skip) 29. 

Rink 3: P. Childs, D. 
Gorringe, M. Jodrell, P. 
Taylor (skip) 19 - G. 
Thomas, M. England, R. 
Jones, N. Chandler 
(skip) 17. 

Rink 4: J. Howells, A. 
Evans, K. Davies, B. 
Crockford (skip) 13 - D. 
Shirley, J. Peterson, R. 
Maggs, C. Williams 


(skip) 20 

Rink 5: G. Stone, E. 
Maries, A. Bumford, C. 
Jones (skip) 27 - D. 
Murphy, J. Whitfield, R. 
Gibman, D. Clements 
(skip) 19. 

Total shots - 
Millwood 72, Penarth 
85. 

Do you enjoy, or 
would like to learn, to 
play bowls? If so please 
come along to our club 
to find out more, we are 
situated in Broad Close, 
Pontypridd Road, Barry; 
call us on 01446 744237. 

JH 


TAICHI 

GROUP 

A NEW weekly Tai Chi 
group will be starting 
on May 16 at Ewenny 
Village Hall, every 
Thursday from Ham - 
12pm. 

The group will be run 
by Sue Provis, who 
explained: “Tai Chi can 
help to increase flexibili¬ 
ty, suppleness and exer¬ 
cise the muscles. It is 
low impact with smooth, 
gentle movements that 
also aid relaxation and 
help to keep the mind 
calm and focused, with¬ 
out putting too much 
pressure on the bones 
and joints 


of hard runs into the 
Cowbridge defence only 
to be thwarted by some 
excellent resolute tack¬ 
ling. 

With the penalty 
count running against 
Cowbridge, the team 
dug deep and showed 
great team spirit to battle 
out a hard fought victo¬ 
ry. 

Once again, the 
team’s ethos of not con¬ 
ceding a try through fan¬ 
tastic defence resulted in 
two hard fought victo¬ 
ries. 

Well done boys, a 
hard fought tournament 
victory, well played, you 
should be very proud. 

GJ 


THE winter season is inex¬ 
orably edging towards 
completion. 

This time of the year sees 
unusual results, as some of the 
teams fighting relegation bring in 
stronger players to help out, and 
for some teams the normal play¬ 
ers reach their maximum allowed 
games, and strong teams become 
weak teams. 

On Monday, April 15, both the 
Camelots and Quarks played with 
promotion on the agenda. The 
Camelots needed five points to 
clinch the divisional title with 
three games to play as they played 
host to Penarth. 

The only thing decided in this 
division is that the Camelots had 
already been promoted. Indeed, 
seven teams still have a chance of 
joining the Camelots in division 
one next year, and Penarth are one 
of only two teams to defeat the 
Camelots so far. 

However, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, Barry’s team was 
somewhat weaker than usual. 
The Penarth team could only raise 
four players themselves so when 
the match started we were already 
one point ahead. 

We obtained draws on the top 


three boards, with Guenter 
Eztmuss earning a win on board 
four to give us three and a half 
points out of the five on offer. 

Later, we heard that St John’s 
College could only pick up a draw 
against Porthcawl to confirm that 
the Camelots are champions; the 
Penarth team become the first 
team to be relegated from division 
two. This is the sixth successive 
season in which the Camelots 
have either been promoted or rel¬ 
egated. 

The Quarks played at home on 
the same night. Some of their 
normal players had been elevated 
to play for the Camelots but we 
only needed a half point for pro¬ 
motion. The opponents, the 
Caerphilly Rooks, needed two 
and a half points to be sure of 
avoiding relegation. 

The game ended with a win for 
Caerphilly, with the Quarks’ only 
points coming from a draw by 
Peter Wat ki ns and a win on board 
four for Chris Green. 

This result was good enough to 
secure promotion for the Quarks 
,but also means our other division 
three team, the Gambits, are now 
relegated with one round of 
matches to play. 

They will join the Cardiff 


Cavaliers and Penarth Barons in 
division four in September. This 
is the first time in six seasons that 
the Gambits have played at this 
level. 

On Wednesday, the Bosons 
travelled to Cardiff to complete 
their matches. They took on the 
league runners-up, Cardiff 
Bishops, and earned a good three 
and a half to one and a half win. 
This means that for the third time 
in four seasons they have finished 
third. 

This year, they have earned 52 
points, which is more than they 
have earned for quite a few years 
and only finished three points 
behind the Cardiff Bishops. 
Possibly with a better start they 
could have been challenging for 
second place. 

For more details visit bar- 
rychessclub.yolasite.com. 

Barry Chess Club meets each 
Monday at The West End Club, 
St Nicholas Road, Barry, CF62 
6QY with matches starting at 
7:30pm. New players of all ages 
and standards are welcomed. 

P JONES, 
CLUB SECRETARY 


Juniors in action 
at tennis club 


THE summer sea¬ 
son of tennis has 
started with a bang 
for the juniors at 
Barry Tennis Club. 

On Sunday, April 14, 
four of the club's 8 and 
under players competed 
in the inaugural Vale 
Matchplay Circuit com¬ 
petition, held at Penarth 
Lawn Tennis Club, with 
the competition being 
won overall by Barry's 
Danny Mickelsen (7). 

The same four players 
(all from Barry Island 
Primary School), and 
ranging from 5-7 years 
old, then represented the 
club in the first fixture 
of the summer's Aegon 
Team Tennis League 8 
and under on Sunday, 
April 21, by hosting 
Penarth Windsor LTC. 

Despite the light rain 
showers, all players 
demonstrated great 
sportsmanship and thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed their 
matches, and were after¬ 
wards rewarded with 
some Barry Island rock! 

At the same time. 


Barry Tennis Club's 14 
and under boys team 
were playing at 
Abergavenny, and 
despite their inexperi¬ 
ence of matchplay, put 
up strong performances. 

Both teams are look¬ 
ing forward to hosting 
David Lloyd Cardiff 8 
and under B team and 
Penarth LTC 14 and 
under team on Saturday, 
April 27, just prior to the 
club's centenary open 
day celebrations from 
2pm that same after¬ 
noon. 

Barry Tennis Club 
welcomes newcomers of 
all ages and levels of 
experience and has a 
wide programme of 
coaching and activities. 

Please email us for 
more information 
{info @ barry tennis, co. uk) 
or call into the club¬ 
house during one of our 
scheduled sessions to 
find out more (see 
www.valetennisacade- 
my.co.uk for full details 
of our coaching ses¬ 
sions). 


Coaches urged to 
help youngsters 

A new voluntary organisation is calling 
on local tennis coaches to help tackle the 
financial barriers preventing young peo¬ 
ple from disadvantaged areas taking up 
the sport. 

The founder of Tennis Connect Wales, Steve 
Milne, said: “Through Tennis Connect I want to 
identify passionate coaches and connect them with 
suitable schools in their local area, so we can cre¬ 
ate more coaching and playing opportunities for 
the kids to get involved.” 

To find out more, and to register your interest 
with Tennis Connect Wales, you can visit the web¬ 
site: www.TennisConnect.co.uk, or email: tennis- 
connect.wales@gmail.com. 


LOCAL GIRLS’ TITLE JOY 

On Wednesday, 

April 17, eight girls 
from Romilly 
Primary School 
travelled to the 
Cardiff City 
Football House of 
Sport to compete in 
the girls-only foot¬ 
ball tournament 
organized in con¬ 
junction with 
Cardiff City and 
New Directions 
Teaching Agency. 

Showing great skill 
and teamwork, the girls 
played six matches, 
winning five and losing one. Romilly finished second in their group which 
means they will play at the finals day held on May 1. 

Dawn Dobbs, their teacher and coach, said: “The girls were fantastic, espe¬ 
cially in defence. They only conceded one goal throughout the whole tourna¬ 
ment. I am so proud of their achievements and their sportsmanship.” 

JR 



Local schools’ joy at 
netball schools final 


ON April 18, win- their pool, enabling both the final, the commit- 
ning teams from teams to progress to the ment of St David’s 1, 

qualifying tourna¬ 


ments 


semi-finals. 

Two nail biting, well- 


together with some 
excellent goal shooting. 


fought semi-finals were ^^s rewarded with 


Cardiff and the Vale played. The final whistle 
gathered to compete saw St David’s l secure a 
in the Cardiff and win against Hywel Dda. 

Vale Primary net- 
ball schools final. 

Ten teams from nine 
schools took part in the 


well-deserved 4-2 win. 
I’m extremely proud 


Unfortunately, despite 

some magnificent play, su“essfully combined 
St David’s 2 just missed excellent sporting skills 
a place in the final. with impressive sports- 

The final was a fiery, manship throughout the 
tournament. St David’s competitive battle day. Congratulations to 
were the only school to between St David’s 1 and all who played and many 
field two teams, securing Cogan. Both teams pro- thanks for the great sup- 
their places by coming (Jnced an impressive dis- port of parents as well 
first and second in the play of ball skills and during the dav 
rural Vale qualifier the showed a level of play Th! tournLent win 
previous week. well ahead of their years. nnalifies St David’s 

The ten teams were Cheered by their St ' 

split into two pools; eight David’s 2 teammates, the 
gruelling matches later, Colwinston netballers 
St David’s 1 and St relentlessly attacked the • , o /-x 

David’s 2 both per- goal and displayed some National Sports Centre of 
formed superbly and outstanding defensive Wales, Cardiff, 
managed to see off the play. The team’s determi- L Croke, 

opposition to qualify in nation to win was evident St David’s CAV 

first and second place in and in the second half of Primary School 


1 to progress to the 
national finals, to be held 
on May 22 in the 
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Pencoed derail 
the Trebanos 
victory train 



ABOVE: Aaron Raise scores for 
Pencoed, while, BELOW: Gareth Prentice 
makes a break for it. 
PICTURES BY JULIE HANCOCK 



ATHLETIC 
TRIUMPH IN 
A THRILLER 


WITH the Scrum V 
cameras present 
and the champagne 
on ice, a large con¬ 
tingent of Trebanos 
supporters arrived 
at the Recreation 
Ground ready to 
crown the ‘Banos’ 
as Division 3 South 
West champions. 

The home side had not 
read the script however, 
and after an absorbing 
contest, ran out 17-12 
winners. 

Pencoed found them¬ 
selves 0-7 down in the 
first minute, centre 
Thomas charging down 
an attempted home clear¬ 
ance to score at the posts, 
with outside half Nick 
Domanovitch convert¬ 
ing. 

Pencoed then went on 
the attack, keeping the 
ball through a number of 
phases to force a 
Trebanos error, for 
Pencoed outside half 
Marc Davies to open the 
home account with a 
penalty goal. 

Pencoed continued to 
threaten, with centre 
Scott Narberth breaking 
the Trebanos midfield 
and young openside 
Curtis Williams showing 
good awareness in sup¬ 
port before scrambled 
defence snuffed out the 
attack. 

It was Trebanos, how¬ 
ever, who were to 
increase their lead with 
several members of their 
pack showing good 
hands to release full back 
Keri Jones down the left 
to score wide out and 
lead 3-12. 

Pencoed then picked 
up a yellow card and 
things looked a little 
shaky for the home side, 
but their defence, which 
was ultimately to win 
them the match, held 


Nicky’s 

cap 

honour 



Pictured is Pencoed 
RPC front row for¬ 
ward Nicky Hawkins 
with his club cap, hav¬ 
ing played 300 games. 
Nicky, who hails from 
the Ogmore Valley, 
joined Pencoed RFC 
as a youth player and 
has served the club 
admirably ever since. 


firm. 

The Pencoed front 
row of Sean Donovan, 
hooker leuan Watkins, 
and Nicky Hawkins, well 
supported by locks Dano 
Howells and young Chris 
John, were getting the 
better of exchanges up 
front, and were unlucky 
not to get anything from 
a series of strong scrum¬ 
mages near the Trebanos 
line, but the visitors held 
out and ledat the break. 

Glen Hiscocks and 
home skipper Ken 
Morris made breaks early 
in the second half, before 
Pencoed got the try of the 
match. 

Full back Hiscocks 
made a searing 50 metre 
break, before the sup¬ 
porting Howells made 
further inroads for 
Davies to feed back row 
forward Aaron Halse, 
angling on to his pass 
and stretching over, 
despite the attentions of a 
desperate ‘Banos’ 
defender. 

Davies added the 
extras and at 10-12 it was 
Trebanos who were 
beginning to wobble. 
Home No 8 Gareth 
Prentice was giving 
Trebanos trouble with his 
abrasive running, almost 
breaking clear of the 
defence. 

Prentice was not to be 
denied however, and fol¬ 
lowing another forceful 
home scrummage, the 
man of the match broke 
off to power over. 
Davies converted and 
Pencoed led 17-12. 

Pencoed continued to 
dominate up front and 
destroyed a Trebanos 
scrum, before once again 
picking up the dreaded 
yellow card for a techni¬ 
cal offence. 

The anxious Trebanos 
support was now becom¬ 


ing increasingly vocifer¬ 
ous, with their team 
throwing everything bar 
the proverbial kitchen 
sink at the home side, 
whose depleted defence 
was once again superb to 
a man. 

Wings Liam Halse and 
Aaron Songhurst made 
last ditch tackles to keep 
their line intact. Pencoed 
were making life difficult 
for themselves, picking 
up their third yellow card 
of the match for the sec¬ 
ond week in succession, 
but again defied the odds 
with a scrum turnover. 

Relatively fresh front 
row replacements 

Andrew Shillam and 
Tom Drew were proba¬ 
bly instrumental in this. 

Trebanos tried all they 
knew during the closing 
10 minutes, but their 
efforts were in vain 
against a totally commit¬ 
ted Pencoed side, and on 
the balance of play the 
home side thoroughly 
deserved their victory 
over the champions- 
elect. 

Trebanos, who have 
finished their season, and 
will now look to Pencoed 
to do them a huge favour 
by denying champi¬ 
onship aspirants 

Mumbles the necessary 
total match points over 
the two meetings 
between the clubs. 

Pencoed, of course, 
have their own aspira¬ 
tions, with a second place 
finish mathematically 
possible, and will no 
doubt do their utmost to 
finish the season with 
three wins, the league 
outcome in the lap of the 
gods! 

On Saturday, Pencoed 
host Mumbles at the 
Recreation Ground, 
2.30pm kick off. 

TR 


PONTYPOOL 
came to Waterton 
Cross seeking their 
fifth consecutive 
win and their best 
run for three years, 
but the Athletic 
were seeking to 
spoil their plans. A 
close game was 
expected as the 
Athletic had won at 
Pontypool Park 
with the last kick 
earlier this season. 

The first chance went 
to the Ath with a penalty 
attempt on five minutes, 
but outside half 
Lawrence Howley 
missed the difficult kick 
into a strong cross wind. 

A similar opportunity 
was scored by visiting 
full back, Clayton 
Gullis, after the Ath 
wheeled the scrum, 
though he had the wind’s 
benefit. The home team 
were next to create dan¬ 
ger when openside, 
Callum McLoud, 
charged down the ball, 
but Pooler scrambled the 
ball clear. 

A visit to the sin bin 
for home second row, 
Jamie Doherty after a 
heated exchange gave 
strong impetus to the 
visitors. The penalty was 
kicked to touch and from 
the lineout the home 
team infringed again. 

In the style of their 
great history, Pontypool 
opted for the scrum and 
the eight man shove 
brought the first try to 
prop Josh Powell and 
Pooler moved to 8-0; 
Gullis missed the con¬ 
version. 

Pooler sought to dom¬ 
inate against the home 
14, when plucky scrum 
half Aled Thomas picked 
up a loose ball and 
sprinted 40 metres to 
score. Howley could not 
convert. 

The Ath were right 
back in the game with 
their forwards crawling 
all over the visitors’ 
eight and prominent dur¬ 
ing this period were cap¬ 
tain Sean Williams and 
Morgan Evans, with 
Doherty now making up 
for lost time with some 
powerful surges over the 
gain line. 

Adding to these 
attacks were full back, 
James Olds, centres 
Mike Hathaway and 
Tom Morgan and the 
driving play of prop, 
Rhod Apsee. 

The next score was to 
go to Pontypool with a 
home wing caught in an 
offside position when 
Olds sent a long kick to 
touch. Pooler applied 
pressure from the penal¬ 
ty and a missed tackle 
was punished when cen¬ 
tre, Ashley Norton gal¬ 
loped in under the posts, 
giving an easy conver¬ 
sion for Gullis. 

Now losing by 10 
points, the home side 
were stung into action 
and applied persistent 
pressure on the visitors’ 
try line. Strong running 
centre, Tom Morgan, 
who had caused prob¬ 
lems to the visitors with 
his abrasive but elusive 
style, got the touchdown, 
converted by Howley. 


During this period of 
pressure Pontypool cen¬ 
tre Ashley Norton 
received a yellow card. 
Halftime arrived with 
the visitors leading 12- 
15, but the Ath smelt 
blood. 

They started the sec¬ 
ond half with forwards 
and backs playing in 
harmony like a well- 
tuned violin. The try 
came from captain, Sean 
Williams after initial 
penetration by both 
Morgan and co-centre, 
Mike Hathaway and 
Apsee sensing the line 
before passing; Howley 
converted. 

This signalled the first 
substitutions when Huw 
Morris replaced Wayne 
Fookes in the front row, 
the latter having 
impressed against a 
much bigger opponent. 
Griff Davies came on at 
lock in place of Morgan 
Evans who had been 
playing well. 

Davies made a quick 
impression when he 
scored in the comer after 
receiving the ball from 
wing Kyle Dobbin. The 
conversion was missed, 
but the third quarter had 
seen the home team dou¬ 
ble its score to lead 24- 
15. 

Still not satisfied, the 
Athletic pressed with a 
fine break by Dobbin 
before a forward pass 
stopped the move. If the 
Athletic thought they 
had the game won. 
Pooler had a few surpris¬ 
es up their sleeves to. 

Halfway through the 
second half it nearly all 
went wrong for the 
Athletic. A period of 
strong Pontypool pres¬ 
sure saw the home pack 
driven off the ball and 
some exciting running 
from deep, notably from 
elusive wing Dai Davies, 
who was creating may¬ 
hem. 

Scmm half Josh 
Guy’s try and a Gullis 
conversion coincided 
with the home full back. 
Olds, going unto the bin 
for interfering with play. 
The visitors’ try was fol¬ 
lowed by another from 
Ash Norton, created 
from deep with incisive 
running by the visitors. 

Pooler now led 24-27 
and might have scored 
again save for a last gasp 
tackle by Aled Thomas. 
When the Athletic backs 
were caught offside, 
Gullis accepted the gift 
of a penalty and with 10 
minutes left, Pontypool 
led 24-30. This Athletic 
team however does not 
easily concede defeat. 

Home No 8, Sean 
Derrick set off on a 
mazy mn, beating 
defenders before making 
the touch down, convert¬ 
ed by replacement out¬ 
side half Stephen Lewis. 
Leading by a single 
point, the Athletic laid 
siege to the visitors’ line. 

The pack’s patient 
play in a series of pick 
and go’s led to a try for 
prop, Apsee for the Ath 
to mn out six tries to 
four, 36-30, winners of 
an exciting game and a 
great ‘double’. DB 


Kenfig Hill are back 
on track with a 
win over Tondu 



FOLLOWING 
their dip in form 
over the last three 
weeks, Kenfig Hill 
were determined to 
get hack to winning 
ways against run¬ 
away league leaders 
Tondu. 

Outside half Nicky 
Giles opened the scoring 
for Kenfig Hill with a 
well stmck penalty just 
after the kick off. 

Tondu used their 
jumbo pack to good 
effect, putting the Kenfig 
Hill 8 under pressure in 
the scmms, but defen¬ 
sively the Mules were 
superb, especially when 
under pressure on the 
line. 

The home side went 
on the offensive with the 
Kenfig Hill backs slicing 
through the midfield; 
they were finally brought 
down close to the Tondu 
line and in the ensuing 
maul hooker Darryl 
Harvey picked the ball 
up and powered his way 
over for a try, Giles con¬ 
verting. Tondu replied 
with a penalty by 
Matthew Murphy. 

Kenfig Hill received a 
yellow card but Tondu 
were unable to capitalise 
on this in open play. 

Tondu were awarded a 
five yard scmm and went 
for a pushover try, 
Kenfig Hill cleared the 
ball but were adjudged to 
have done this unfairly, 
and the referee awarded a 
penalty try, which was 
converted by Murphy. 

The game continued at 
a frantic pace and Kenfig 
Hill were awarded anoth¬ 
er penalty, converted by 
Giles. 

After a sustained 
attack Tondu finally 
broke through the Kenfig 
Hill defence for Dai 
Bishop to cross the line, 
Murphy making no mis¬ 
take with the conversion. 

Kenfig Hill crossed 
the line but the ball was 
held up by the Tondu 
defence. 

The home side contin¬ 
ued to attack and winger 
Chris Jenkins was 
brought down inches 
from the line; Giles then 
added a penalty. 

Kenfig Hill were then 
called back for a forward 
pass when they were 
clear of the opposing 
defence. Chris Jenkins 
then received the ball on 
the 25 yard line and out¬ 
paced the covering 



Darryl Harvey fights his way through. 


defence to score in the 
comer. 

Although Tondu tried 
to score and win, the 
Mules defence was again 
up to the mark and held 
on for a tremendous vic¬ 
tory, the final score 21- 
17. 

For Kenfig Hill back 
row forward Scott Waller 
received the man of the 
match award and 
replacement hooker Karl 
Davies once again stood 
out. 

The front five had a 
torrid time in the scmm 
but fought hard all game 
and they did have the 
upper hand in the mcks 


and mauls and Ben and 
Dan Jones stood out in 
the line outs. 

Scrum half Matthew 
Tossell was outstanding 
as was outside half Nicky 
Giles and Raymond 
Evans was a titan in 
defence at full back, 
while the captaincy skills 
of Chris Tossell stood out 
under pressure. 

We would like to con¬ 
gratulate Kyle Evans on 
being awarded a two year 
contract with the Scarlets 
region and wish him well 
for the future. Kyle has 
played mgby for Kenfig 
Hill juniors, youth and 
senior teams. 


Young Seagulls 
take flight 


THIS game between 
Porthcawl youth 
and Maesteg youth 
in the District Plate 
semi-final was a 
great advert for 
rugby, and both 
teams did not disap¬ 
point. 

The game was played 
in great conditions and in 
front of a healthy crowd. 
Porthcawl came out of 
the blocks very quickly, 
attacking Maesteg from 
the off. Eon Lodwig lead¬ 
ing the way with some 
good hard carries. 

It enabled the backs to 
be given the ball on the 
front foot and man of the 
match Conor Rees was 
able to release the back- 
line, with quick ball from 
the base. 

The backline was back 
to full strength, with Jim 
Needs and Jake Thomas 
hitting some terrific 
angles of running to 
breakdown Maesteg’s 
dogged defence, and 
Thomas managed to 
cross the try line first. 

With conditions suit¬ 


ing Porthcawl, running 
rugby was the order of 
the day and the young 
seagulls looked to attack 
at every opportunity, 
with tries going to Jack 
Taylor, Jim Needs, Jake 
Thomas and Josh White, 
and with White adding 
the conversions and a 
handful of penalties, it 
enabled Porthcawl to 
build a substantial lead. 

Emyr Wile and Will 
Robinson both had great 
games in the second row, 
and their work rate was 
commendable. 

A note must be made 
of Maesteg as their squad 
never gave up and 
worked hard to the final 
whistle, and without 
doubt they will be a force 
next season. The final 
score was 54-3 to 
Porthcawl 

Porthcawl now look 
forward to the final on 
Sunday, May 12, where 
they will play the winner 
of Pencoed v 
Nantyffylon, which again 
will provide a stern test. 

GB 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 

Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 

Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems installed. 

Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

£. 4 CoevfTMrrjjM 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


3°Q. 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


i_yale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


01446 439 306 
m 01656 349 281 


■ /J" ‘ v 
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www.onevisionltd.co.uk 




This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
' BKnds 

•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

lei: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
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VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
•SV COVERING ALL AREAS J55V 


AfVIO \/l5K3f\J 
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Digital Aerials from ONLY £49.99 
Sonos Wireless Sound Systems 
Full Home Medio Entertainment Systems 
HD over Cot 5 and Cot 6 
CCTV • Smart TV Installs • All work guaranteed 


Freephone 0808 126 1853 
Cowbridge 01446 439 305 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
_ Barry 01446 743267 



^BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


CARPENTRY 

Kitchen & Bedroom 
Specialists 
Ring two Steves 

07891 - 387653 
07976 - 982641 





BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



PROPERTY ^ 
MAINTENANCE ^ 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


CHRIS 

DAVIES 


Plastering 
Service 
Skimming 
Speciaii^ 
07723 024765 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


Plasterers 


Cardiff & The vale 
Professional plastering 
and rendering services. 
General builders ■ 
all aspects 

07891 259219 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 622388 
or 07920 195775 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

AU aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 




VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALElNOW ON 


The GEM - Reaching the people 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 


H.J.BUILDERS 


Experienced 
for all building 
work & repairs. 
Internal & external 
work. Free Quotes. 


07596 951617 


BOIWIHG 

SERVICES 

* Kitchens • Bathrooms 

* Extensions • Plastering 

* Carpentry • Joinery 

* Roofing • Brickwork 

* Conservatories 

NO JOB f 

TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


Hits wood 
PSy - we're 
CARPENTRY ^etf good! 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


VRLE CARPETS 

comedo to- tfotc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 

Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 




ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 

Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 

Roofs/Maintenance/ 

Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Karl 07928 381 688 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain 
I Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 078II 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 
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PflOFESSIONAL CARPET A 
UPMOLSTERY CLEANIN6 

.11 * i m.mi 1! »t>. 'XW I - ^ 

07730 203001 / 07730 203000 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


CHOICE I 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

,_ Plus... _ 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 





07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


The GEM 

01446 774484 
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Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

> Insurance Work Undertaken romtmrciaC 

I uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 


^ ‘Domestic and 


Cowbridge • MobUe: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


STADRE 

DECORATING & 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


► Painting & Decorating 

► Kitchen/Bathroom 
Installations 

► Electric 

► Plumbing 

► Handyman Services 


grussell@live.co.uk 

07791 752532 



WINDOWS Jl' 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25 yrs exp. 

^ ^ Call Martyn on: 

^ ) 01446 796795 

^18^ Of 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk j 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window me uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 



* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Piants * 

Royds is a well 
established service 



All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 




Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ Domestic 
I I Installer 

t t Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Tel: 01656 858997 
I Mob: 07970 764590 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 

A. Bradley 

Electrician 

•All electrical work undertaken 
• Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small. Coll Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 

andy.bradley]@hotmail.co.uk 
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GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door spedalists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vwvw.gdsdoors.co.uk 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i985o 





-■ Garden & Landscaping Services 

j f Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
vww. 2 ardenandlandscapeservicesx 0 .uk 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 _ 


ardenandlandscaDeservices.co.uk 





Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired In your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


ValeL 

Par a 


Bordc 
House P 

Ugh 07866 544951 

iping • Treework • Lawns 
^rs • Pruning • Fencing 
ainting • Gutters Cleaned 




Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

B3BEBB 01446 796905 

07747 858514 

Approved Contractor] rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

—J Fast'Polite • Professional 


INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domesti 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELEQRICAL 
SAFETY INSPEQION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY ^ 
AVAILABLE 3 

01446 733773 
07816 091425 SSk 




Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and ean do the work at a sensible priee: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 



Combination Boiier 
& LPG Speciaiist 


I Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 



Bridce 

Vole 

Tree Sbh/ices 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 




CONSTANT 

GARDENER 


All aspects of 
Garden Maintenance 
undertaken in a friendly 
and professional manner. 
• Lawn care 

and Maintenance 

• Hedge Trimming 

• Pruning • Planting 
Tel. Phil 01446 744734 

or 07759 272871 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting. 
Fencing Repairs. 

Jet /Pressure 
Wash Service. 

No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 



















































































































































































36 - THE GEM 


www.facebooLcom/^lamor^an^em www,twitter,com/^em news 


Thursday, April 25th, 2013 



’TV 

c\\ 



IT' 

RS 

Ei 



i 



[ 1 

y ^ 

L W Call a prafe 

Fram aur A 

issianal 
-Z list 

.M 



Staypress Ironing Services 

If your ironing is building up, don’t get 
depressed, contact Sue at Staypress 

01446 719045 

Prices start from £10 for a 
mixed bag of 20 items - 
phone for more 
information 

staypressironing@hotmail.co.uk 

^ Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 



All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed ^ / 

Tel: 01446 771398-*^ 

Mob: 07966 265912 . eSte 

07846 255457 197228 


I P EDWARDS 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 




014441 T90127 07710 005520 

»«•« (ll't ( 


fX'Plumhifiii 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


gSm Plumbing & Heating 

— ^ 11 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
W Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 A 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^^T 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 3016 I 6 


S.M.Vaughan 

MMERCl 

4 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 

FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 




M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 

07526 125981 
or 01446 753503 




Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Go Direct 
School of 


Quality Driving Lessons 
High Pass Rates 
Reasonable Prices 
All areas covered 

01446 719769 
07595 302700 


^ LANEWISE ^ 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


01446 719555 
L 07798 501267 


(pa 



GalsmiirK 

O 

Driving School Ltd 


• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 


• One week crash courses including test 

L 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Jliiffairlitjovenh^^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 

Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 




TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 




^ Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 




IfiSTA^^n 

SKIP HIRE ^ 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 
& Collected 

Possibly the Cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 




Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 
Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality, Quick turnaround, 
Designer fabrics, Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


01656 653004 or 07988 755698 

www.sofaicon.co.uk 




I Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

I and friendly service 168459 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no probiem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 



TOOL& 
PLANT HIRE 
SALES & 
SERVICE 
BOTTLED 
GAS 


Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 


IMMMT 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST PRICES P^ID 

FOR UNWfiNTED SCRfiP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SCRAPYOUR CAR LEGALLY! 


01446 404838 

Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


Use t ile GEM to reach 
all the people you need to! 


WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07947 093729 



Top prices for.. 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why trash it? Cash it! 

We take all types of metal and metal content items 
from the General Public & Businesses. 
Competitive deals. Tradesmen welcome. 

Find us on Llandow Trading Estate. CF71 7PB 


WE NOW GIVE CASH FOR CLOTHES, 
BOOKS & DVD’S 


Any queries call 07972 510 158 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any; Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat any price locally QSSSIB for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 


Environmental 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 
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DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 



[^aogi3[l^ 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 

Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


^minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 1 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles ■ 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheetSy no prolilem | 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 




LOCAL BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 


With the lilTs No.1 Ffandilse 

■■r w tn e » MOR 



01543 482926 

Mf^wstjrUutosrrart.co.uk 


ACTIVE 

PERSON 

REQUIRED 

To mow the lawn 
& keep garden tidy. 
All tools, mowers 
supplied. Approximately 
5-6 hours per week. 
Good rate of pay. 

01446 773253 


The Sportsman's Rest, 
Peterston-super-Ely 
REQUIRES 

Chef, Kitchen 
Assistant & 
Dishwasher 

Experience essential. 

01446 760675 


Require 

Full and Part-time Care 
Workers to provide care 
at home for people living 
in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
Excellent rates of pay and 
training opportunities. 
Some shift work available 
with guaranteed contracted 
hours. Own car essential. 
Please ring Kelly on 
02920 590456 for 
more details. 


Female Home Care Workers 
Required 

£6.30 to £6.50p/h Full & Part Time 

No experience necessary, full training provided, 
full driving licence &own vehicle required. 

For immediate interview, 
contact 01446 731174 


Temporary Distributors 

Required to deliver the Thomson 
Local in Cardiff, Llandaff, Barry, 
Llanedeyrn, Radyr, Llantwit Major, 
Ystradowen, Cowbridge, Penarth 
and surrounding areas. 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 
You will need a ear to transport your directories. 

Call 0844 742 1333 

www.thomsondirectories.com/distributiQn 

Text CARDN to 07786 208008 


TheSfM 

Reaching the 
people from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 

Call 01446 
774484 



Keen Young Man 

looking for 

Labouring Work, 
Gardening, 
Driving, etc. 

Has own car. Honest, 
reliable & hardworking. 

01446 796350 


1 1 ric^TtrrK7*ri 

DPS 


Lets Move In .co .uk 

Lettings and Property Management 


Do you have a property to rent? 

‘Find a tenant for Free’ 

Throughout April we will find a suitable tenant 
for you at zero cost for properties in CF61, 
CF62 and CF71. 

Contact: 

07594 060337 

Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 


29 Smeaton Close, Rhoose 



2 Bedroom Semi-Detached Bungalow in quiet cul-de-sac. Properly 
comprises: Spacious living room, kitchen, bathroom, 2 bedrooms, 
loft storage. Large detached garage and parking for 4 cars. 

For further details, call 07514 471744. £142,950 



4 bedroom Prope^ 
Lower end of \ 

BARRY ROAD 

GCH, DG. £750pcm 
Bond & references 

Tel: 07916 315977 
01446 620200 


WANTED: 

GARAGE 
TO RENT 

Cowbridge area. 
Private use. 

Contact Andrew 
on 01446 774645 


g(D[p QaOH 


X Reg 998cc 

Nissan Micra 

Met Silver Hatchback, 
good condition, 40,000 
miles, MOT Nov 2013. 

£1,050 ono 
01446 773307 


T Reg 

Ford Focus 

1.6 5-Dr 

Blue, MOT Oct 2013, 
Tax April 2013. 
Good condition. 

£750 ono 
07801 414805 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 



All adverts are accepted subject 
to our standard terms and 
conditions which are printed 
on our website, and are 
available on request. 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 


DAVIES 

Myra 
(Tudor Garage) 

Tom, Gavin and Vahnai would like to thank aU 
family and Mends of Ystradowen for their kind 
words, cards, attendance at the funeral and donations 
to Crossroads. 

Thanks also to Thomas Brothers Funeral Directors 
and finally to the Minister Heather Weddle for a 
beautiful service. Thank you aU. 


LYNCH 

Mair 

Peacefully on April 13 at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, after a long illness, Mair of 
St Athan. Beloved wife of the late Victor, dearly 
loved mother of Anthony, Bernadette, Mark and 
Teresa, loving sister of Doreen. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday, April 29, service and 
interment 2pm at Flemingston Church. Flowers may be 
sent to the Funeral Home. 


itieeiM 

Reaching the people from 
Penarth to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 


Angela Pike 

(n^ O’Brien) 

22-9-61 to 14-4-13, formerly of Llantwit Major. 

After a long battle, borne with dignity, Angela sadly lost the 
fight, surrounded by the love of her family. 

A loving daughter to Joan and the late Daniel O’Brien, 
preeious sister to Debora and Riehard, mueh-loved sister-in- 
law to Neil and Tina, a devoted wife to Andrew, devoted 
mother to Rhiannon, mother-in-law to Chris and preeious nan 
to Khloe Mae, loving aunt to all her nieces and nephews. 
Funeral to be held on Tuesday April 30 at 12.45, at Briwnant 
Chapel, Thornhill, Cardiff, followed by interment at 1.30pm. 
Family flowers only, donations to Velindre Hospital. 
Special thanks to doctors and nurses 
at Llandough and Velindre Hospital. 


DAVIES 

Ena 

(of Frank Williams Greengrocers, Llantwit Major) 

Died peacefully at Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend on 22 April, 2013. Wife of the late John, 
loving sister of Janet and late Hilda, and hrother-in- 
law John. A much loved aunt of Howell, Jonathan, 
Rowena, Alex, Helen and Cath. Will be sadly 
missed by all. 

The family would like to thank the staff of the hospital 
and previously Danygraig House, Porthcawl for their 
care over past months. The funeral arrangements are not 
yet confirmed and a further announcement will follow. 


HOPKINS 

Kenneth Thomas 

PeacefiiUy after a loi^ illness bravely home, Ken, 
much loved husband of Shirley. A loving father, 
grandfather and great grandfather, also a 
respected brother-in-law and uncle. 

Resting at Vale Funeral Service, 181 Court Road, Barry 
until his service at Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Port Road East, Barry on Thursday, 2nd May at 11.15am, 
where friends please meet. Family flowers only, donations 
can be made at the service to The Royal British Legion or 
Barry RNLI c/o the FuneM Home. 

Black attire optional. 

“Atpeace at last’’ 

Enquiries to Lyndsay Elli s @ The Vale Funeral Service 
01446 407962 



SAVOURS 


Looking for any 
historic information 
or artefacts relating to 
the Savours family 
in Glamorgan. 
Contact: 01656 768992 
or email: info@ 
familyhistorywales.com 


FOR SALE: 

BLUE MERLE 
SHEEP DOG 
PUPPIES 

Ready now. 

For further 
information, please 
ring 01446 774458 




THOMAS 

David Evans 

It is with great sadness that the family of David Evan 
Thomas, of Maendy Isaf, announce his death on 13 April 
at the Princess of Wales Hospital Bridgend. Beloved son 
of the late Jenkin and Molly Thomas. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons 
Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday 30 April, service and cremation 
3.15pm at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers 
by request, donations in heu, if desired, to Spinal Research 
c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of 


MCNAMARA 

Helen 

The family would like to thank the Doctors at Eryl 
Surgery, District Nurses, Angels and Crossroads Carers, 
friends, neighbours and W.A. Brown Funeral Directors 
for all the wonderful support they received through 
Helen’s illness and subsequent passing. 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. 
VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer simply 
either send in your description 
along with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon Tuesday. 
All major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 


Thomas Lloyd 

Ab Fab leather 
Chesterfield in oxblood: 
3 seater sofa 
2 seater sofa 
1 winged armchair 
Excellent condition. 

Bargain £450 
Tel: 07799 620365 




G-PLAN 

BRAZILIA 

LEATHER 

Chocolate - 3 seater 
sofa & 2 armchairs. 
Excellent condition 

£350 

Tel: 01446 730658 


W A Brown Son 


Funociii Directors 


ConiKttiite ^ heun * , 7 <111^ • 

• Mimotiil rnatmuy 
Pcfnilfokc House. 

CoHlege Street, Llontwtt M^r 
01446 792 499 


TOWER 

SCAFFOLDING 

Bankrupt stock: 

New galvanised 6ft x 
4ft, 20ft working height. 
Complete with cross 
braces, safety rails. 
£225 free delivery 
Tel: 07836 270723,6/, 


'^H.P^Er^&SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
EUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Disability 
Road Scooter 

Kymeo Maxi XL 8mph 
Very good condition. 
Includes rain canopy & 
frame £1,500 ono. 
Contact Dave 
01446 747819 


Silver Cross 
Brown Pram 

Excellent condition. 

£275 

Must be seen. 

Telephone 
07990 881488 


Single 
Electric Bed 

Slight mark on 
headboartd. 

£75 

Tel: 07970 642537 

Mobility 

Equipment: 

2 X walk frames, bed 
bars, pillow rest, grabber, 
mobility sheets, 
wheelchair, pavement 
scooter. Will split, no 
reasonable offer refused. 
Tel 01446 736781 

CLASSIFIEDS 

•Family Announcements 
•Recruitment 
• Buying & Selling 
•Trade •Property 
•Birthdays 
•Anniversaries 
•Graduation •Births etc 

Use !!<• kill 

to reach all the people 


Call 01446 774484 

lor friendly, helpful advice, 

gemsales@tincllenews.co.uk 
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SENSEI HAZARD VISITS LOCAL STUDENTS 



PICTURED (left to right): Rhys Hilditch, Michael Scannell, Luke Sloan, Simon Dodd, Sensei Dave Hamrd, Kirsty Stuart and 
(kneeling) Logan Wheeler. Not pictured is leuan Parker. 


DRUIDS WIN THE 
LEAGUE IN STYLE! 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR'S seconds, 
The Druids, won 
Mid Glamorgan 
District League 
Division 1 at home 
in emphatic style. 

They hosted third 
place Bryn in a tense end 
of season clash at home 
on the Rec; with Bryn 
being one of only two 
sides to beat the Druids 
this season, revenge was 
high on the agenda for 
the home team. 

An inspiring pre¬ 
match talk from senior 
coach Darren Joy pre¬ 
pared the Druids for 
what was expected to be 
a close encounter fol¬ 
lowing the away fixture 
earlier in the season. 


A strong Bryn side 
were put under pressure 
from the outset, with 
strong forward play and 
outside half Dan Powell 
intent on establishing 
territorial dominance 
over the visitors. 

Turning pressure into 
points has been the 
mantra all season and it 
wasn't long before the 
scoreboard was ticking 
over in favour of the 
Druids. 

A penalty from 30 
metres out followed by a 
try and further penalty 
and another try took the 
Druids to 16-0 at half 
time, leaving the visitors 
to contemplate a long 
second half playing 
upfield against a team 
increasing in confidence 


as the game went on. 

It could have been 
more in the first half if 
the ball had been 
allowed to do the work 
but, nevertheless, the 
Druids had established a 
platform at halftime that 
looked unassailable. 

Early injuries to prop 
Tony Burrows and sec¬ 
ond row Chris Evans 
resulted in an earlier 
than expected reorgani¬ 
sation of the side, but the 
heady cocktail of youth 
and experience paid div¬ 
idends as the second half 
commenced with the 
Druids intent on pinning 
the courageous Bryn 
side deep in the bottom 
half of the field. 

Man of the match per¬ 
formances from one to 


19 eventually delivered 
a fantastic bonus point 
win with outstanding 
charges from replace¬ 
ment prop Allan 
Holloway, having the 
game of the season, and 
the evergreen marauding 
former first team captain 
Matthew Young, coming 
on at flanker to compli¬ 
ment another great per¬ 
formance from ex-youth 
player Gareth Watts 
playing in the back, row 
raised the stakes. 

The forwards per¬ 
formance, led by captain 
Stephen Howells, taking 
front of the line ball, and 
Blaine Thomas, taking 
middle line ball, stran¬ 
gled the quality of sup¬ 
ply to the visitors. 

The scrum has been a 
difficult area for the 
Druids to dominate dur¬ 
ing the season but the 
front row certainly 
stepped up to the mark 
with great performances 
from hooker Jake 
McNaughton, showing 
great first team potential 
for the future, and Jonny 
Walker impressing as 
always with strong 
scrummaging and 
deceptively cunning 
positioning, putting 
pressure on the Bryn full 
back at various times 
during the game. 

It was good to see the 
captain's brother, Nathan 
Howells, back in at sec¬ 
ond row, to make the 
day a real family affair. 

The backs deserve a 
mention with conditions 
limiting their ability to 
throw the ball around as 
much as they would 
want. Counterattacking 
from full back, Martin 
Barnard put pressure on 
the visitors’ kicking 
game while scrum half 
Barry Griffiths probed 
the Bryn defence at 
every opportunity with 
several tap and go penal¬ 
ties, causing confusion 
amongst the visitors. 

Great service to Dan 
Powell eventually 
allowed Mike Myers 
and Rob Grapes some 


freedom to get wings 
Scott Keeling and Rhys 
David into the game 
with replacement wing 
Rhys Ellis acquitting 
himself well when the 
opportunity presented 
itself. 

Rhys David's coura¬ 
geous tackling and the 
physical presence of 
Eijian Tubaka snuffed 
out some serious 
attempts by Bryn to get 
back into the game and 
turned defence into 
counterattack. 

The final score was 
34-0 at full time with 
tries for Griffiths (2), 
Powell and Watts, and 
four penalties and a con¬ 
version to Powell, 
rounding off a league¬ 
winning performance. 

A strong ethos in the 
Druids is the unselfish 
approach of all players, 
who have allowed a 
“play all who turn up” 
policy to exist through¬ 
out the season despite 
everyone naturally 
wanting to play their 
part at all times. 
Congratulations to every 
player who has played a 
part in the Druids 
achievements this sea¬ 
son. 

The Druids visit 
Pontycymmer on April 
27 for their final league 
game then look forward 
to league play offs on 
May 4 and 11, with the 
opportunity to prove 
they are real champions. 

Druids: 15 Martin 
Barnard, 14 Rhys David, 
13 Mike Myers, 12 Rob 
Grapes, 11 Scott 
Keeling, 10 Dan Powell, 
9 Barry Griffiths, 8 
Gareth Watts, 7 Stephen 
Howells (c), 6 Blaine 
Thomas, 5 Chris Evans, 
4 Nathan Howells, 3 
Jonny Walker, 2 Jake 
McNaughton, 1 Tony 
Burrows. Substitutes: 16 
Matthew Young, 17 
Allan Holloway, 18 Rhys 
Ellis, 19 N Tubaka. 

BG 


Midweek defeat 
for Llantwit RFC 


BUOYED by the excellent win 
at Barry the previous 
Saturday, Llantwit Major were 
intent on taking another prized 
scalp when promotion hopefuls 
Old Iltydians visited the Rec 
last Wednesday. 

Playing down the slope with the 
wind at their backs, Llantwit started 
lively enough but the visitors took the 
lead after 25 minutes with a simple 
penalty. 

On the half hour Llantwit took the 
lead with an opportunist try. Scrum 
half Ryan Evans did well to get the ball 
away from a wheeled scrum near the 
centre spot and Chris Eowler kicked 
straight down the middle. 

In the testing wind the Iltydians full 
back never quite made the ground and 
Llantwit full back Marcus Pearce leapt 
high to gather and drew the cover 
defence before passing to wing Andy 
McNicol who raced over; Ryan Evans 
converted. 

Just before halftime, centre Rhys 
Dixon increased Llantwit’s lead with 
another opportunist try as he charged 
down a kick 30 metres out and gath¬ 
ered before outstripping everyone on 
his way to the posts; again Evans 
added the extras. 

With the elements in the favour the 
pressure was always going to come 
from the visitors and despite the backs 


looking sharp and the pack scrummag¬ 
ing well, 11 points never seemed 
enough and Llantwit gifted seven 
points midway through the half when a 
risky pass was intercepted. 

Old Iltydians were lifted by this 
stroke of luck and put Llantwit under 
considerable pressure but the defence 
was fantastic. 

However, one felt that given a close 
lineout or scrum the visitors might 
snatch the points and that proved to be 
the case. 

A driving lineout was amazingly 
held up over the line by the Llantwit 
pack, but after three reset scrums 
Llantwit produced a tremendous drive 
shunting the visitors back five metres 
only to see the referee run round to the 
posts and award a penalty try which 
killed off Llantwit’s hopes of an upset. 

Nevertheless, a 17-14 score was a 
good result against a useful side and 
another fine team performance. The 
pack effort cannot be faulted and full 
back Marcus Pearce produced a man of 
the match display with safe hands in a 
strong gusting wind, also putting in 
some great tackles and a constant 
threat on the counter; he was unlucky 
on several occasions not to find sup¬ 
port players after breaking the line. 

DG 


FOR yet another year, the 
Welsh Karate Union was very 
priviledged to host Sensei Dave 
Hazard (7th Dan). 

Students of the Llantwit Major and 
St Athan Karate Club were in atten¬ 
dance over the full weekend course, 
with many new students having never 
trained on a course before; talk about 
an introduction! 

The course took place over the 
weekend of April 6-7. Saturday’s class¬ 
es were dedicated to blocking tech¬ 
niques and kata for white-purple belts, 
with a following course for brown- 
black belts, dealing with the kata 
Kankusho. Anyone who thinks they 
know kata well get a huge (positive) 
shock on these sessions. 

The Sunday course was open to all 
ages and grades and covered an hour of 
blocks and defence, and another hour 
focusing on striking technique. The 
emphasis on all these courses is under¬ 
standing and learning why we do what 
we do. 

Those who have trained with Sensei 
Hazard before will tell you he is 
amongst the best there is, teaching 
realistic, practical karate with one of 
the most unique teaching styles you 
will find; Sensei Hazard could easily 


be on a stage somewhere! 

Erom white belt to 6th Dan, you 
walk in and learn from scratch as if you 
have never trained before, such is his 
knowledge and expertise. 

Sensei Simon Dodd (3rd Dan), 
instructor of the Llantwit Major and St 
Athan clubs, was exceptionally proud 
of his students for making the effort to 
attend and their enthusiasm and desire 
to learn cannot be questioned. 

Sensei Hazard himself remarked 
how hard they all worked, so well done 
everyone. I would also like to make a 
special mention to Rhys Hilditch, 
Logan Wheeler, Luke Sloan and leuan 
Parker for making the effort to be there 
having only been training for a short 
time. 

The Llantwit Major and St Athan 
Karate club is the longest established 
karate club in the area, with a long his¬ 
tory and great local links and is run 
entirely on a volunteer basis. 

They have recently moved from 
Llantwit Major Leisure Centre and are 
now based on MoD St Athan 
Gymnasium, every Wednesday and 
Eriday between 6.30pm-8pm. 

Contact Sensei Simon Dodd on 
07917 441138 for more information. 

SD 


Under-15s end their 
season on a high 


defenders to beat and 
managed to squeeze over 
in the corner after some 
great footwork to extend 
the lead and take the 
score to 23-17. 

Llantwit were not fin¬ 
ished and with the final 
play of the game scored 
another well worked try 
which saw Alex Hill 
burst off of his wing to 
cut the CRICC defence 
to pieces to score under 
the posts. Jones added 
the extras to close the 
game out. 

The final score of 30- 
17 reflected the domi¬ 
nance of the Llantwit 
backs and the great 
efforts of the under-sized 
forward pack to front up 
to their much bigger 
opponents. 

The coaching team of 
Richard Godwin, Steve 
Richards, Dean Bunting 
and Tim Jones would 
like to thank the players 
for all their hard work 
through what has been a 
tough season which has 
seen the team really 
develop well in prepara¬ 
tion for their final year in 
junior rugby. 


TJ 

Devils star in World 
Championship debut 


CONTINUED 
FROM LLANTWIT 

MAJOR PAGE 48 

Blanker Toby Walker 
was particularly domi¬ 
nant at the line-out and 
was able to provide a 
stream of quality ball for 
the backs. 

Llantwit were next to 
score with a well worked 
move by the backs which 
saw the visitors defence 
cut to ribbons by captain 
Joe Bunt, cutting a 
superb angle before 
bursting through three 
attempted tackles to 
score near the posts. 

lestyn Jones added the 
extras to close the gap to 
two points as the half¬ 
time whistle went. 

Llantwit had the better 
of the conditions for the 
second half and began to 
use them to their advan¬ 
tage. 

A long kick off and a 
superb chase put CRICC 
on the back foot from the 
start and the Llantwit 
pack were able to begin 
to apply pressure at the 
scrum. 

This once again saw 
the visitors’ backs creep 
offside in front of the 
posts. Jones converted 
the penalty from outside 
the 22 to give Llantwit a 
one point lead. 

Any thoughts that 
CRICC would collapse 
under the pressure were 
quickly dispelled when 
they responded with 
another well worked try 
out wide. 

Once again, the con¬ 
version attempt went 
wide and CRICC had 
restored a healthy lead to 
take in to the final quar¬ 
ter. 

Earlier in the season 
Llantwit would have 
found it hard to respond 
but the past few months 
of hard work in training 
have given a new steely 
edge to the team. 

The coaches encour¬ 
aged the team to stick to 
their patterns and go 
through the phases as the 
game restarted. 

The home side applied 
the pressure to the 


CRICC backline and 
superb work at the break¬ 
down by the back row of 
Toby Walker, Max 
Croucher, Will Rees and 
replacement Owen 
Jauncey, meant that the 
visitors spilt the ball for¬ 
ward to give Llantwit a 
scrum in the visitors’ 22. 

A well executed blind 
side move from the base 
saw flying wing Alex 
Hill squeeze over in the 
comer for an unconvert¬ 
ed try which saw the 
home side regain the lead 
by one point. 

Both sides knew that 
the next score would be 
crucial and Llantwit 
delivered the try of the 
season which had even 
the opposition players 
and coaches applauding. 

Erom a scmm on the 
10 metre line Llantwit 
went through some 
excellent phases with full 
back Todd Oldfield mak¬ 
ing ground before recy¬ 
cling the ball for Steffen 
Godwin, who fed lestyn 
Jones quickly. 

Jones put a superb 
cross kick on a plate for 
wing Richard 

Dangerfield to gather. 
Dangerfield had three 


A LOCAL ice-hock¬ 
ey star, who works 
at a Bridgend opti¬ 
cians, played his 
first match as a 
member of the 
Great Britain ice 
hockey squad last 
week. 

Ben Davies (22) was 
selected to join 35 of 
Great Britain’s most tal¬ 
ented ice hockey players 
competing at the World 
Ice Hockey 

Championships in 
Budapest. 

Ben, who has played 
professionally with the 
Cardiff Devils for three 
seasons, made his debut 
in Great Britain’s open¬ 
ing match against 


Hungary. He combines 
playing for his team with 
his work for Devils’ 
sponsor, Specsavers, on 
Adare Street. 

He said: “I am really 
excited at being selected 
to play for the Great 
Britain squad. I missed 
out on the travelling 
squad for the Olympic 
qualifiers to Japan and 
Latvia, but I have been 
really looking forward to 
the trip to Hungary. I’ve 
represented GB at junior 
level before but this is 
my first trip with the sen¬ 
iors.” 

Despite a performance 
to be proud of, the Great 
Britain team were beaten 
4-2 by their hosts. 
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ON a bright sunny 
morning at the Old 
Penarthians RFC, 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools 
welcomed 
Pontypridd Schools 
in the semi-final of 
the DC Thomas 
Cup. 

The game started at 
an electric pace with 
Pontypridd gaining the 
better of early 
exchanges. A crunching 
tackle by Ponty captain 
and star player Daniel 
John followed by a 


everything in front of 
them. 

Further tries followed 
quickly from Lloyd him¬ 
self and Charlie Jowett 
as the game turned on 
its head. 

Outside half Jamie 
Howells was at his danc¬ 
ing, dazzling best and 
throughout sidestepped 
his way over for the 
team’s fifth try before 
Mason Grady powered 
through for the sixth. 

To their credit Ponty 
did reply with two late 
tries but by this stage the 
game was well and truly 



turnover and a lightening “P “d “ 


break by fullback Dylan 
George gave Ponty the 
first score. They soon 
doubled their lead when 
good work by their for¬ 
wards sent big Evan 
Price over. 

This stung the Vale of 
Glamorgan into action 
and from this moment 
on for almost half an 
hour it was non-stop 
Vale. The initial 
response was by from 
captain dynamic lestyn 
Gabon, who broke down 
the blindside of a ruck to 
squeeze home in the 
come. 

Rhys Gentiles was the 
next to score, benefiting 
from a quick tap penalty 
by livewire scmm half 
Jac Tudor to burst 
through unopposed. 

The Vale forwards, 
led by the magnificent 
Evan Lloyd, continued 
to play at theb maraud¬ 
ing best, destroying 


score Vale Schools 42, 
Pontypridd Schools 28 

Reaching the 
Millennium Stadium 
final for the second suc¬ 
cessive season represents 
a phenomenal achieve¬ 
ment for all the players 
coaches and administra¬ 
tion staff involved in 
mnning the squad. 

Coach Duncan 
Mottram said: “We’re 
absolutely over the 
moon, it’s a fantastic 
opportunity for these 
young players to per¬ 
form on the same stage 
as their heroes.” 

All attention now 
turns to the May 11 
final; kick off is expect¬ 
ed to be 12:30pm and 
entry is free via gate 4. 
Eormer players, parents, 
relatives and school 
friends are most wel¬ 
come to come and sup¬ 
port this years talented 
squad. 


Vale squad: back row - Ty Golding (coach), Rhys Gentiles, Morgan 
Veness, lestyn Galton (c). Will Tuckwell, Harri Williams, Evan Lloyd, 
Charlie Jowett, Lewys Williams, Duncan Mottram (coach). 
Front row - Ben Batten, Jamie Howells, Will Lloyd, Steffan Crimp, 
Edward Thomas, Jac Tudor, Aled Rees, Mason Grady. 


Cowbridge under-9s 
in a bruising battle 


COWBRIDGE 
under-9s ended 
their season with a 
bruising battle in 
Pontypridd. 

The match played 
over three periods was 
an eye opener for the 
Cowbridge boys as the 
intensity of the 
Pontypridd tackling saw 
one or two temporarily 
leave the field but great 
tenacity and bravery saw 
Cowbridge stay in the 
game. 

Pontypridd raced into 
the lead with three early 



Barry seniors in 
Welsh bowls final 

FORMER Gladstone Road 
School friends Brian Foscolo 
and Graham Cogbill (pictured 
right) played in the Barry Boys 
football team that won the 
prestigious Tom Yeoman Shield 
in 1956. 

This year in April, 60 years on, they 
teamed up to play in the Welsh 
National Seniors (over-60s) indoor 
bowls competition and how. 

They qualified at the Sully indoor 
stadium to represent the club at the 
external all-Wales stages (last 64 
pairs). 

Their first match was away on the 
tricky blue surface at Newport, where With the game slipping away, the Sully 
they played steadily to win by six boys bowled an excellent 20th end to 
shots. pick up four shots and trail by just one 

The equally difficult green at Taff going into the last end. 

Ely, Pontypridd, was the venue for the Brian and Graham bowled a very 
next round and after a slow start they sound last end and incredibly picked 
prevailed by four shots. up the two shots they needed to record 

The third round afforded them the a memorable 19-18 victory. 

‘luxury’ of a home draw against a pair They had reached the final where 
from Blaenau Gwent, Abertillery. The they would meet the redoubtable Price 
bowling was of a high standard, with brothers, Ken and Ray from 
heads changing frequently, and after a Radnorshire, winners previously of 
hard battle, the Barry duo edged several national titles, including the 
through by just three shots. over-60s pairs. 

The quarter final match was against The game was tight throughout, 
fellow Sully bowlers Ken Mcleod and with Ken playing some exceptional 
Malcolm Hope, a pair who had previ- saving shots to lead just 9-6 after 15 
ously played in the national pairs final, ends. 

Brian and Graham raced away into This lead was extended to 13-6 and 
an early 15-5 lead and after a minor it seemed that the title would not be 
recovery by their opponents they again Sully bound. Once again, though, 
stretched their lead to win fairly com- Brian and Graham dug-in and levelled 
fortably. the match at 14-14 with the last end 

Eollowing this success they compet- remaining, 
ed at Bro Myrddin, Carmarthen, in the Ken was forced to play aggressively 
national semi-finals and finals week- and moved the jack to hold shot. Brian 
end on April 13/14. again drew the shot and, with Ken just 

Their semi-final opponents were failing twice, Brian did not have to 
from Earlswood, a formidable pair bowl his last wood as the boys from 
who had been part of the rinks team Barry had won 15-14 - they were 
that recently won the British Isles Welsh champions! 

(over-60s) competition. What an achievement for them- 

The Earlswood bowlers held the selves. Sully Indoor Bowling Club and 
upper hand for most of the match, lead- Barry Romilly, their parent club, 
ing 18-13 with just two ends to go. GT 


tries before Alfie Rees 
got Cowbridge on the 
scoreboard with one of 
his trademark powerful 
runs. 

Pontypridd were 
much the bigger side and 
their physicality and 
powerful tackling were 
causing Cowbridge 
problems. 

Ponty added another 
try to t^e them into a 4- 
1 lead and it looked at 
this stage that a heavy 
defeat seemed likely. 

However, just before 
the break Steffan Evans 
added another try for 
Cowbridge to keep the 
visitors in touch. 

The second period 
was a much more even 
affair as both sides 
scored two tries a piece. 

Eor Cowbridge, Akka 
Guwy was rewarded for 
a good performance by 
scoring both tries. 
However, Cowbridge 
stepped up their physi¬ 
cality with all the boys 
putting their bodies on 
the line and good ball 
carrying from Alfie Rees 
and Lewys Robins 
ensured that Cowbridge 
remained in the game. 

The third period start¬ 
ed with Cowbridge hav¬ 
ing lots to do to get any¬ 
thing out of the game. 

A few of the 
Cowbridge players had 
left the field following 
bone crunching tackles 
but to their credit all 
returned to the field in 
the last period to show 
their commitment to the 
team. 

Alfie Rees again 
crossed the whitewash in 
reply to two Pontypridd 


tries and, with the score 
8-5 in the home side’s 
favour, defeat looked 
inevitable. 

However, there were 
signs that the bigger 
Pontypridd side were 
beginning to tire. Ruben 
Davies, who had a quiet 
game to this point, burst 
into life and his pace and 
elusiveness started to 
find space and a hat- 
trick of tries from dis¬ 
tance gave Cowbridge 
an excellent 8-8 draw as 
the final whistle blew. 

This was a hard game 
but the commitment and 
attitude shown by the 
Cowbridge team in not 
giving in was superb and 
it ended another good 
season for this group of 
players. 

Special thanks must 
go to coach Sam 
Brennan for all his hard 
work supported by Ian 
Harris and Mark Erancis. 

The coaches in turn 
would like to thank the 
parents for their continu¬ 
ing support of them and 
for ensuring the boys 
make training and games 
and hope all enjoy the 
summer break. 

Squad: Ruben Davies, 
Will Ryan, Will Harris, 
Steffan Evans, , Ethan 
Erancis, Lewys Robins, 
lolo Davies, Archie 
Lloyd, Tom Brennan, 
Alfie Rees, Ben Hardy, 
Akka Guwy, Luke 
Treadwell, Einlay Brace 
and Rhys Pritchard. 

MF 


Joy for under- 16 s... 
...hut Ws Cup sorrow 
for the under-13s 


LLANTWIT MAJOR under- 
16 B travelled to Sully A and 
came back with all the points 
following a 2-0 win, thanks to 
goals from Mike Millani and 
Harry Harpin; Dan Read was 
again fantastic, keeping a clean 
sheet. 


both teams but both keepers were in 
outstanding form, with Joe Baker 
pulling off a stunning save in his top 
right hand corner from a brilliantly 
taken Sully free kick, and the score 
remained 1-1 up to the end of normal 
time. 

Eor the second time in four days, 
Llantwit went into extra time to decide 


Llantwit under-13A contested their a cup match. As legs tired on both 
first cup final recently at Jenner Park teams and the big pitch seemed to get 
against Sully. On a pitch made very bigger, the football quality dropped a 
tricky by heavy overnight rain the start little but the intensity never did. 
of the match saw Llantwit playing Eventually something had to give 
some good football and creating some and it did in Sully’s favour and they 
good opportunities early on. bundled the ball across the line in the 

Angus Mitchell tested the Sully second half of extra time, 
keeper from the edge of the box, and Llantwit threw everything at Sully 

another effort being blocked on the line the final five minutes, roared on by 

when Uantwit were awarded a free ^ ^ following of spectators, but 
fock when the keeper was adjudged to 

have picked up a back pass. ^ 

Llantwit eventually took one of their , needed 

chances when Liam Butcher burst into . t i ^ 


the box and volleyed into the bottom . j o n . i j . j 
comer. This stung Sully into life and Sully took advantage and 

they raised their game towards the end *ird goal in the last seconds 

of the half but Llantwit held on to go game. 

into the break 1-0 up. ^ thoroughly entertaining and high 

Sully came out for the second half quality football match was won by 
and immediately started dominating Sully 3-1, but the Llantwit players 
possession and territory, and one of should be enormously proud of their 
their halftime substitutes fired in an performance and achievement of get- 
unstoppable shot from outside the box ting to their first final - hopefully the 
to equalise early on. first of many. 

Chances continued to appear for SC 


As Llantwit committed more play- 


Liege Manor hosts 
equestrian qualifier 


RECENTLY, Liege 
Manor Equestrian 
Centre was hon¬ 
oured to run a 
regional qualifier 
for the British 
Horse Society 


Evans riding Maisey. Brunt riding Ellie, fourth 
All riders performed place was Sabrina 
to the best of their ability Cadwallader riding 
and had an enjoyable day Bailey, fifth was Rose 
which would have been a Chapman riding Buster 
great experience to them and in sixth place was 
all. Lauren Evans riding 

Alongside the BHS Jazz. 


1 


National 
S c h o o 
competition. 

These competitions 
are run in order to pro- 


Ridins competition we ran the In the under-10 age 


Liege Manor Junior category the overall win- 
improver Championship ner was Katherine Hill 
for our younger clients riding Coppa, in second 
who wanted the chance place was Talor Hopkins 
to compete for the first riding Rocky, in third was 
vide riding school clients time. Cora Holmes-Brain rid- 

without their own horse We followed a similar ing Rocky and in fourth 
the opportunity to com- plan to the BHS competi- place Caitlin Evans rid- 
pete, and also to provide tion, where each com- ing Cameo. 
a pathway for talented petitor was required to In the under-7 age cat- 
young riders to progress a dressage test fol- egory, the overall winner 
onto the national and fowed by a show jump- was Brook Lewis riding 
international scene. fog round on the same Rhoda and in second 

In the 17 years and horse. Due to popular place was Molly Lapham 
under category we had demand in the number of riding Cameo. 
many talented riders entries we split the com- A great day was had 
competing against each petitors into three age by all, and everyone from 
other, firstly riding a categories. Liege Manor Equestrian 

In the under-15 age would like to take this 


dressage test then mov¬ 


ing onto a show jumping category the overall win- opportunity to thank all 
round. ner was Lowri Williams the competitors for their 

Both sections were riding Bailey, in joint brilliant performances 
completed on the same second was Phoebe and also a big thank you 
horse. The overall winner Bianchi riding Eayleen to all for allowing the day 
was Olivia Jones riding ^nd Elin Lewis riding to be a great success. 
Einn, in second place Maisey, in third was Lara RW 

was Sabina Punsup rid¬ 
ing lori, in third was 
Poppy Cubbage riding 
Buster and in fourth 
place was Gabrielle 


Under-15s’ remarkable win 

COWBRIDGE under-15s trav- were now starting to move the ball 
died to St. Joseph's with a bare around the pitch in their usual fashion 
15 man squad to face the which led to tries for Ed Couzens, Rian 
largest pack of forwards that Thomas and Eugene Richards, who 
the boys had experienced this stroked over all three conversions, 
season. ended strongly and scored a 

Tom Trotman and James Bennett try in the last minute to complete a 
were co-opted from the backs to join memorable 26-17 win for Cowbndge. 
the ranks of the forwards and despite Man of the match was Ellis Poulden, 

the Cowbridge forwards being greatly closely followed by the tireless work 
outsized, they put up a valiant effort to of Luke Jo hn . 

hold up the strong St. Joe s pack. Squad: George Thomas, Jac Davies, 

St^ Joe's opened with a 67 but the Ed Couzens, Ellis Poulden, Luke John, 
Cowbridge team managed to gam r , „ u i ti/ jj- ^ 

° , r- 1 , u 1 vu T ° Josh Brace, Hywel Williams, Tom 

composure and fight back with a James ,, . , r i rr., 

Bennett try to go in at halftime 7 - 5 Thomas. James 

(jown. Bennett, Rian Thomas, Pete Anderson, 

St. Joe's started the second half with Eugene Richards, Luke Bevan and Tom 
a further try but the Cowbridge boys Trotman. GD 



LANDOW 


' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 0 1446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 
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CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 
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WWW.wlclcvanhir#.co.uk 


THIS NIPPY SKODA GIVES A RAPID 
RESPONSE TO TRANSPORT POVERTY 


W HEN my 
wife visit¬ 
ed 

Canada many 
moons ago - and 
before we met - 
she went white 
water rafting.... 
She’s a brave lass. 
She reminded me 
of this scary event 
in her life as she 
sat in the Skoda 
Rapid that I’m 
testing this week. 

Its name triggered the 
memory. An unusual 
name for a sensible 
family car, I thought, as 



!008 (08) Ford Transit Connect T230 

.WB high roof, one owner, FSH, Side 
loor, CD player, HPI clear, 98k . £34951 



2009 (59) Peugeot Partner 8I 
HDi. Side door, one owner, FSH, C 
Player, HPI clear, 64k . 



2008 (57) Ford Transit Connect 
T200 1.8 TD, Side door. One owner, 
FSH, CD player, HPI clear ....£2795| 



2009 (09) Volkswagen Caddy 1.9 
TDI, Side door, One owner, FSH, 
CD player, HPI clear. £4495 


SAVE £££’s 


Part Exchange Welcome 
All vehicles HPI clear 

All prices 
subject to VAT 
unless otherwise stated 

Contact: 

GW TRADE SALES 


Email: 

gwvansales@hotmail. CO. uk 



2010 (10) Peugeot Partner 8501.6 2010 (10) Volkswagen Caddy 1.9 
HDI, Side door, One owner, FSH, TDI, Side door, FSH, HPI clear, CD 
HPI clear CD player, 93k ...£3795| [player, 78k... £5295 


there is no way that it 
can relate to frightening 
yet invigorating water 
rapids. 

But it is quite nippy - 
it will hit 60mph from 
standstill in under 12 
seconds and on to a 
114mph top speed - so 
perhaps it relates to 
speed. 

The Saunders family 
is delighted with this 
vehicle. Let me tell you 

why... 

Diesel prices are hover¬ 
ing around the £1.45 
per litre mark (fuel duty 
is around 60 pence a 
litre) and even taking 
the efficiency of these 
engines into considera¬ 
tion, such prices are 
absolutely ridiculous 
and unfair. 

So petrol, some lOp a 
litre cheaper, looks 
increasingly more 
attractive. The trouble 
is that so many petrol 
cars remain uneconomi¬ 
cal. 

Skoda has solved this 
problem though, by 
introducing a splendid 
tiddly 1.2-litre, 86bhp 
engine that returns an 
average of over 50mpg. 
I am staggered. 

I am even more 
dumbfounded by the 
fact that it has been fit¬ 
ted to the Rapid, which 
until I read the press 
pack, I was sure must 
be a 1.6. 

This is an extremely 
good size family hatch¬ 
back that fits between 
the smaller Fabia and 
the larger Octavia; easi¬ 
ly seating five adults in 
comfort and a whole lot 
of clobber in the cav¬ 
ernous boot. 

Even with my family 
inside, the engine deliv¬ 
ers a more than reason¬ 
able driving experience. 
There is absolutely no 
road tax to pay either 
because it’s so green. 

I will be amazed if 
Skoda doesn’t sell hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of 
these, especially when 
considering the OTR 
price of under £15,000. 

The interior might be 
a little bland but there 
are front electric win- 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 


dows - the children are 
less likely to open the 
manually operated ones 
in the rear, so I’m all 
for that. 

There’s air condition¬ 
ing, heated front seats 
and electrically heated 
and adjustable wing 
mirrors, as you can see 


in the video at test- 
drives.biz. 

It also comes with a 
five-star safety rating. 
This is a great value for 
money proposition 
introduced at just the 
right time for the poor 
motorist suffering from 
hugely inflated fuel 


prices. 

In fact, according to 
the RAC Foundation 
transport poverty has 
now hit 800,000 homes 
across the UK. 

These car-owning 
households are spending 
over a quarter of their 
disposable income on 
buying and running a 
vehicle. They spend £44 
a week on car-related 
expenses. If they were 
to buy this Skoda their 


expenses should drop. 

I wonder whether the 
Skoda marketing team 
was thinking about 
‘rapid’ sales when nam¬ 
ing this vehicle. They 
might just have some¬ 
thing there... 

Skoda Rapid 1.2 SE TSi 

86PS 

£14,650 

0-60: ll.Ssecs 

Top speed: IMmph 

Economy: 55.4mpg 


Good as New 


Car Body Repairs 


“Now 10 Years 
in business” 

Tristan Greedy would like to inform all 
of his customers that due to business 
expansion they have moved from the 
Heritage Business Park, Wick Road, 

Llantwit Major to their new premises 
(next door to the Post Office sorting 
office), Llandow, Vale Business Park 
- and it’s business as normal. 

Unit 4,40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 



We guarantee to beat 
any genuine quote 


10% DISCOUNT 

with this voucher 

(During 2013) 


We will try to beat your excess before you go through your insurance. 

Open 6 days a week Sam till late Before After 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 

Window tinting ’ ‘ 

Resprays ^ ^ 

Light & Heavy Accident Repairs j j_ 

Courtesy cars provided Before After 

We will guarantee to beat any 
genuine like for like quotation 
We deal with all major insurance 
companies 

“H your excess is too high - give us a try” 



New Phone No. 01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @ hotmail.co.uk 


Find us on 


LOCAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE UK'S N0.1 FRANCHISE 



Martyn O Rourke became the Auioaniail tranchisee in 
Bodgend 20 months ago 

*1 proviousty worknd as a senior oommoroal manager for 
orue of the high s4roe< barks It was a goocJ ob and I waa 
weW pad. but I had had enough of working For other 
p«»Qpte I roeiey wanted the freedom and chakenge of 
wcxkirg for myseH. yet 4 needed to be fvianciaify secaire 

•Franchising seemed the obvious answer and I was insxanify aftraded lo 
Autosmari. They fvwe tx>en going ior a long time are knancinlfy vary suxxjre. 
oUer a strong frandiise package and have an eiccetlenl reputation weh the high 
Street banks • knew that my tnvestmeott wou^d be in safe hands It’s fX)t 
surpnsmg that they won the ixosttgous bfa Franchisor of the Vaar award in 
2012 


*After marry years o4 being stuck in an office. I love beng out and about every 
day. building wry own Ousnees. I take my moble shop lo all soils of deferent 
cuelomerB and they slock up on me prodods they need My customer base is 
realty vanod it $ rot just automotnro busnossos that use our products They re 
well respected «n all sorts of markets. My cuslomers even include engineers, 
lood oompar>es and pnosers. 

Xfte is mLx:h less cxsmpiicaled now INe no staff to wcxry abexit and, best of ail, 
no DOSS watchng over me. Alter many years of coroorale life I realty appreoale 
th^ freedom and simplekr ufe 


AUTOSMART HAS AN EXCELLENT TERRITORIES 
AVAILABLE IN & AROUND NEWPORT & SWANSEA 


t: 01543 482926 
wvvw.startautosmart.co.uk 




























































Thursday, April 25th, 2013 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 41 


New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 


To Buyology To the 

Business Centre 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



03 53 BMW 318 Ci 
Sport 


£6795 




04 04 BMW 530d Auto 


£6995 





09 59 PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0S Diesel Tiptronic. 34,380 miles, in black.£29,850 

05 05 PORSCHE 911 3.6. 44,331 miles, in cobalt blue.£26,850 

06 06 MERCEDES Benz SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£21,795 

10 60 TOYOTA RAV-4 2.2 DCAT XTR Auto. 19,660 miles, in blue.£19,495 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

06 06 MASARATI Cambiocorsa. 37,535 miles. In grey.£18,995 

11 60 MERCEDES Benz C25 Cdi Blue Efficiency. 40,240 miles, in grey.£18,995 

06 56 MERCEDES Benz ML320 CD! Sport Auto. 44,850 miles, in silver.£17,000 

08 08 MERCEDES Benz C320 CD! Sport Auto. 65,020 miles, in silver .£15,995 

12 12 CITROEN DSL 1.6 HDi. 11,070 miles, in red .£14,995 

09 59 FORD Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec. 20,570 miles, in blue .£13,995 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

04 04 MERCEDES Benz SL320 Auto. 69,260 miles, in silver .£13,220 

07 57 NISSAN Pathfinder 2.5 Dei Sport. 55,100 miles, in grey.£11,995 

09 59 MITSUBISHI L200 Double Cab Warrior 2.5 Diesel. 54,900 miles, in black. £11,995+vat 

09 09 MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6.13,810 miles, in grey.£9,995 

11 61 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 7,880 miles in black.£8,995 

07 07 MITSUBISHI L200 2.5 4WD. 88,350 miles, in black.£8,995 

2007 KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£8,495 

10 10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SRi. 14,260 miles in blue.£7,995 

07 07 VOLVO V50 D5 2.4SE Sport Auto. 88,460 miles, in black.£7,990 

1111 HONDA Jazz 1.2 iVtec. 18,170 miles, in red .£7,895 

10 60 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Edge. 19,130 miles, in red .£7,495 

06 06 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition. 48,620 miles, in blue.£6,995 

05 05 AUDI TT 1.8. 55,240 miles, in silver.£6,995 

09 58 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 50,025 miles, in white.£6,795 

03 53 BMW 318 Ci Sport Convertibie. 51,130 miles, in silver.£6,795 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XR. 19,740 miles, in blue .£5,764 

06 56 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. 46,010 miles, in black.£5,495 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN LT32 2.5. 60,380 miles, in white.£5,000 + VAT 

09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi 23865 Van. In white .£5,000 + VAT 

08 08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Rip Curl. 42,310 miles, in black.£4,995 

04 04 SUBARU Impreza 2.0WRX AWD Turbo. 69,630 miles, in black.£4,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Breeze. 48,990 miles, in black.£4,695 

05 54 CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2 Auto. 65,010 miles, in blue.£4,695 

05 55 RENAULT Megane 2.0VVT. 38,930 miles, in black.£4,495 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230. 88,630 miles, in silver.£4,495 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6VVT. 57,540 miles, in red .£3,995 

06 06 PEUGEOT 206cc 2.0SE. 68,310 miles, in blue.£3,795 

04 04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. 61,790 miles, in tonic blue .£3,495 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Van. 50,500 miles in silver.£3,295 + VAT 



08 08 FORD Fusion 
1.4 Tiptronic 


£4995 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars and a dreat deal more! 


Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 


Foiiow us on Facebook 
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09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi 90 S 5-Dr 
Estate. Red, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Alloys, 
Air Con, CD Player, 65k. 


£5,990 


09 09 HONDA Civic 1.8 i-VTec Type S 3-Dr. 
Black, 10wner, Alloys, 6 Speed, MFSW, CD 
Player, 64k. 


£7,290 


08 58 MERCEDES BENZ C Class C200 CDi SE 
4-Dr. Grey, 1 Owner, Diesel, FSH, 6 Speed, 
MFSW, CD Player, Dual Climate Control, 74k. 


£9,190 


08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr. 
Blue, Diesel, £30 a year Tax, Alloys, CD 
Player, Air Con, 74MPG, 60k. 


£5,290 


06 56 AUDI Q7 3.0 TDi Quattro S Line 5-Dr 7-Seater. 
Grey, Diesel, Auto, FSH, Sat Nay Parking Sensors, 
Cruise & Climate Control, MFSW, 6-CD Player, 82k. 


£15,990 




.04 54 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 WT-i 3-Dr. Blue, 
Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, EAA/indows, 
C/Locking, PAS, 79k. 


£3,190 



08 58 VOLVO S40 2.0D SE 4-Dr POwershift 
Saloon. Blue, Diesel, Auto, Climate Control, 
FSH, Alloys, CD Player, 82k. 


£7,790 


VWTiansporter 1.9 TDi ■ PD 84 PS Camper Conversion Diesel 10wner 
FSH. Whte with Back Bonnett Roof & Wing Minors. 2 Tone Grey. Rock & 
Roll Bed.Tap & Sink, Cooker & Hob & Much More. 82k. 


£15,490 


04 04 FORD Ka 1.3i Collection (70) 3-Dr. 
Black, Air Con, CD Player, EAA/indows, 
PAS, 61k. 


£1,790 


07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v Design 
3-Dr. Silver, Alloys, Air Con, MFSW, CD 
Player, EAA/indows, C/Locking, PAS, 56k. 


£4,490 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk cf 6^3 2i^!lr 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



MOT’S 



I All Repair Work 

* Undertaken At 
Competitive Prices 


I Car 

Servicing 



Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW AJI^major 
www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 


VISA 
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www.howcinotors.co.iik 


./ / / / 

This is a small selection of our stock.... 




09 09BMWX53.0SDM 
Sport 286 bhp Auto 

Twin Turbo Diesel Estate. 
FBMWSH. 49,000 miles. 

£26,995 


09 59 AUDI Q5 2.0TDi 
Quattro S-Line 5-dr 

Diesel Estate. FASH. 1 
owner. Leather, 40,000 miles 

£23,995 


1060VWGolf2.0TDi170 
GTD 5-dr Auto Hatchbck 

Diesel. Full leather. FVWSH. 

1 owner. FSH. 13,000 miles. 

£18,995 


1161 VW Golf 2.0 TDi 
170 GTD 5-clr Hatchbck 

Diesel. Ful leather. 

Only 19,500 miles. 

£17,995 


1010 AUDI A5 2.0 TDi 
Sport 2-dr (start stop) Coupe 

Diesel. 1 owner with FSH. 
58,000 mies. 

£16,995 




08 58 JAGUAR XF 2.7D 
Premium Luxury Auto 

Diesel. 4-dr. FSH. 1 owner. 
Only 58,000 miles. 

£15,995 


1010 VW Golf 2.0 TDi 
170 GTD 3-dr Hatchbck 

Diesel. 1 owner. FSH. 
Just 46,000 miles. 

£15,995 


1010 JAGUAR XF3.0D 
V6 Luxury Premium Auto 

1 owner. Alloys. FJSH. 
65,000 miles 

£16,995 


04 04 MERCEDES BENZ SL 
Class 55 AMG V8 Kompressor 

Convertible. Auto. FSH. 
Only 73,000 miles. 

£16,995 


09 59 MERCEDES BENZ E Class 
E250 GDI Blue Efficiency 

Diesel Sport 4-dr. 1 owner. 
FSH. AMG 92,000 miles. 

£15,995 








06 06 BMW 5 Series 
5350 M Sport 4-dr Auto 

Diesel. Just 33,000 miles. 

1 owner. FBMWSH. 

£14,995 


07 07 BMW 3 Series 
335D SE Coupe Auto 

2-dr. 1 owner. Full BMWSH 
58,000 miles. 

£12,995 


04 04 TOYOTA Land 
Cruiser 3.0 0-40 LC3 5-dr 

Station Wagon. Diesel. FSH. 
Just 54,000 miles. 

£14,995 


09 59 VW Scirocco 2.0 TDi 
170 GT 3-dr Auto Coupe 

Full leather. 1 owner. FVWSH. 
34,000 miles. 

£14,995 


06 06 MERCEDES BENZ M Class 
ML320CDi Sport 7G Tronic 

Diesel. Auto. 5-dr. 1 owner. 
FMBSH. 113,000 miles. 

£11,995 




07 07 AUDI TT 2.0T FSi 
Coupe 2-dr 

FASH. Full leather. 
87,500 miles. 

£10,995 


08 58 BMW 3 Series 3200 
M Sport Touring Estate 

Diesel. 1 owner. FSH. Sports 
seats. 91,099 miles. 

£10,795 


10 60 NISSAN Quashqai 
1.5 Diesel DCi Acenta 

5-dr. Hatchback. 1 owner. 
Facelift. FNSH. 36,000 miles. 

£11,995 


08 58 CHRYSLER 300C 
3.0 V6 CRD SRT Design 

Auto. Diesel. 4-dr. FSH. 
60,000 miles. 

£11,490 


07 57 MERCEDES BENZCLK 
280 Avantgarde SE Auto 

Coupe. FMBSH Command 
Nav. Only 37,000 miles. 

£9,995 
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Powell Dyffryn Way Barry Vale of Glam 

CF62 5QR 
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www.howcinotors.co.uk 


^ 

More used cars, 4x4's, MPV's.... 



01446 738088 


Powell Dyffryn Way Barry Vale of Glam 


CF62 5QR 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantqarde 

In ice blue, full leaTner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 


2000 MAZDA MX5 
California 

In Yellow, 51,000 miles, very nice example at 

£3,495 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 
3.0 Diesel 

White, full beige leather, 7,000 miles 

£59,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 VOLKSWAGEN 
Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Molth 

Met burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav 

£10,995 



10 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.4 SE Auto 

Met Blue, one owner, 38,000 miles, host of extras. 

£7,995 



09 Nissan Micro 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£4,995 



X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto 

Convertible. Electric blue with full 
leather trim. 82,000 miles 

£4,495 


PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list . . 

.£59,995 

JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match in met 

burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav.£10,995 

MITSUBISHI Lancer GS2 1.8 Automatic. In met 

burgundy, 20,000 miles, 1 owner .£8,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

RENAULT Wind Roadster D-Que 1.6. In silver blue with 

black leather, 24,000 miles.£7,995 

FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles .£7,695 

FIAT 500 Sport 1.2. In red, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax, 

low insurance.£7,495 

JAGUAR SType 2.7 Diesel SE. In Jaguar Racing Green 

with full leather only 52,000 miles.£6,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 

miles .£6,495 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Design. In black with 

leather trim, 84,000 miles, 7-seater .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr in yellow, 5,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design Automatic 5-dr. In silver, 

11,000 miles .£5,995 

BMW Z4 2.5i. In met grey with leather heated seats, sat 

nav, xenons, etc, 87,000 miles.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Breeze. In black, 37,000 miles, 7- 

seater.£5,995 

RENAULT Laguna 2.0 Diesel Dynamique Automatic. 

25,000 miles, superb example .£5,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE Automatic. In red, 42,000 miles, 

very desirable.£5,995 

BMW 318 SE. In black, 85,000 miles, 1 owner . .£5,995 
PEUGEOT 308 1.6 SE (150) 5-Dr. In met burgundy, 

32,000 miles, full glass roof .£5,495 

SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 

owners.£5,695 

SMART Four Two Passion Diesel Automatic. 

Black/silver, 43,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

MERCEDES C320 SE Automatic Sport Coupe. In 
silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc ... .£5,495 
NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 

with a/c, cd, alloys .£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .£4,995 

VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible in black 

with black leather, 65,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life Automatic. Met grey, 52,000 

miles with air con.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Club Auto 5-dr. In met gold, 

30,000 miles, a/c, cd .£4,995 

LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£4,995 

CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

SEAT Altea 1.6 Reference Sport. In red, 62,000 miles 

.£4,995 


07 PEUGEOT 107 Sport XS. In black with red trim, 

31,000 miles, £20 road tax.£4,695 

06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In light met blue, 

70,000 miles, a/c, alloys.£4,495 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met burgundy, 

27,000 miles .£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

08 CITROEN C3 Cachet 14 5-dr. In silver, 53,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,295 

57 RENAULT Megane 1.5DCi Dynamique. In met blue, 
59,000 miles, 1 owner, full glass roof.£4,295 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In lime metallic, 

39,000 miles .£4,295 

05 FORD Focus 2.0 Diesel Ghia 5-Dr. In black, 81,000 
miles .£4,295 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 3-Dr. In red, 62,000 miles, 1 

owner.£3,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Diesel LX Estate. In silver, 86,000 

miles .£3,995 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In orange/ 

silver, 35,000 miles with a/c, £30 RFL .£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4. In silver blue, 52,000 miles, 
convertible at.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

02 MINI Cooper. Yellow with black roof, 37,000 miles, local 

carat.£3,995 

06 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-dr. In yellow, 50,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,795 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5-dr. In met blue. 

Ideal family hatch at.£3,495 

06 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 CDX 5-dr. In silver, 42,000 miles. 

Low insurance .£3,495 

57 FORD Ka Luxury. In silver with black leather trim, 

30,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc.£3,495 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

56,000 miles .£3,495 

55 RENAULT Modus Privilege Automatic. In gold, 34,000 

miles, superb example.£3,495 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-dr. Inbright met blue, 52,000 

miles. A/C, alloys, etc.£3,295 

05 CITROEN C3 1.4SX. In black, 76,000 miles_£2,995 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Automatic 5-dr. In dark 

met green, 44,000 miles.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Automatic 5-dr. In black, 

66,000 miles .£2,995 

54 ALFA Romeo 156 Veloce 2.0 JTS. In met blue, 70,000 

miles, full leather .£2,795 

04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. In silver mint, 80,000 

miles .£2,695 

06 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr. In silver with full 

leather trim, 75,000 miles.£2,495 

52 ROVER 75 Connoisseur V6 SE Auto. In light met blue, 

45,000 miles, full leather, sat nav, TV.£2,495 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-dr. In met blue, 77,000 

miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 

03 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Active 5-dr. In silver, 63,000 

miles, superb throughout .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Agila 1.0 GSi 5-dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,995 



59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



57 HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE 
Automatic 

In red, 42,000 miles, very desirable 

£5,995 



08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 
Estate 

In met gold, 29,000 miles 2 owners 

£5,695 



11 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr 

Yellow, 5,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£5,995 


RBC 


All cars sui 

Just a small seL 


pplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

lection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • AH CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDLT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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"Excellent customer service and technical 
knowledge throughout dealership location. The 
staff are ail very helpful and professional with 
experience on aii makes dealt with on site." 

RAC inspector Officer Nov 2012 



Our diagnostic sarvicas ara usad by Sytnar, Stratstona, Dick Lovett, Evans Haishaw, Sinciair 
and many other franchised dealers. 


Former DMier Staff ex frmntdhm 

ATA Master Level certified end Manufacturer trained 

BMW. Mercedes. Porsctie. VAO. Ferrari Maserati. LamborQhini 

Dealer equipment & diegncetice 

Up to 60% aavinga on dealer prices 

Free Mercedes end Lexus Courtesy Cars including Fra# Vahioia 

Cdiection and Courtesy car drop off 

Country Wide Baoovary and Car Transportation 

Full Bocfywork. Dent Repairs, Alloy Wheel refurbs. 

VaAeting/Oetailing services aveSable Accldanf Recovery with Free 

Local Recovery ar>d full claims management services 

Latest Hunter 4 Wheal Compiiterised Alignment 


100% RAC Inspection 

Members of Motor Codes which is 
Trading Standards Institute Approved 


s/ 

MOTOR INDUSTRY 
(ODEOFPRACnCE 

OFT 

— z — 


Service cmd Repoir 

--! 



AP«»B0VEDC0 t X 



EURO SPECIAUSTS 


5 & 10 Woodharn Road. Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

Service & Repairs: 0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
Bodywork & Accident Solutions: 02921 660 906 













48 - THE GEM 


www.facebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, April 25th, 2013 



GEM sport 


PROMOTION ACHIEVED... Now the 
hard work starts for Cardiff City FC 


W HEN the final whistle was blown at the 
Cardiff City Stadium last Tuesday, there 
was an outpouring of joy that hasn't been 
seen in a footballing context in Wales for a very long 
time. 

The green pitch was soon covered in shades of red and blue, 
as the Bluebirds celebrated a return to a top flight they last 
graced 51 years ago. 

The tumultuous start of the season, where new club colours 
and logos were the hot topics, was forgotten as fans who had 
become all too used to trips to the likes of Derby County and 
Ipswich now look forward to visiting the footballing cathedrals 
of the ‘big boys’. 

It's been a long time coming for a club whose annual flirta¬ 
tion with promotion, only to see it end in agonising defeat, had 
become an all-too regular part of the footballing calendar. 

But something was different this season; whether it was the 
choice of their 'lucky' new red strip, the gelling of a group of 


by GARETH JAMIESON 


talented individuals under the leadership of the strong-willed, 
level-headed Malky Mackay, or simply the fact that this was 
their year, Cardiff looked every inch the dominant force in a 
league renowned for its unpredictability. 

Top of the table since November, the Bluebirds deserve the 
plaudits being handed to them, but as Mackay will well know, 
if getting to the promised land of the Premier League is hard, 
then staying there is even harder. 

With promotion being worth an amazing £I00million (not 
all in one go admittedly) and owner Vincent Tan reportedly 
planning to invest £25million into new players, the Bluebirds 
have every opportunity to establish themselves as a Premier 
League team. 

They could do worse than look to their neighbours up the 
road for guidance in how to do that. Since Swansea's promo¬ 
tion, the club have slowly built the foundations for further suc¬ 


cess, and, with European football heading to the Liberty 
Stadium next season, and the nucleus of a talented squad over¬ 
seen by a promising manager, the Swans are in a position even 
the most die-hard Cardiff fan would relish being in within the 
near future. 

Another leaf that could be taken from their book is the 
development of local talent, with the current Cardiff squad 
only being graced by one Welshman. The academy that pro¬ 
duced Adam Matthews, Joe Ledley, Darcy Blake and Aaron 
Ramsey appears to have run dry of late, and Cardiff must use 
this promotion stepping stone to develop their young Welsh tal¬ 
ent, as well as bringing in the established players who will 
hopefully ensure a long run in the top flight. 

Next season promises to be an eventful one, with two Welsh 
clubs in the Premier League hopefully battling it out to see 
who is the top dog in south Wales rather than battling the drop 
- but for Cardiff City the hard work starts now. 


Injuries mar impressive 
win for Bridgend Athletic 


BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC 
secured a bonus 
point and double 
over Blackwood 
with an excellent 38- 
17 win. 

However the win 
came at a heavy price wme out tor an 

with two of their most unconverted try. _ Five 


influential backs suffer- 


minutes 

ing bad injuries as centre 

Tnm Mnrpan siiffpred a y* 


Apsee carried on the looked heading for the The Athletic took a Athletic visit Llanharan 

move and when tackled try line. Unfortunately he chance by putting this Saturday following a 

on the try line fellow was tackled five metres Derrick back in the pack midweek home fixture 

the prop Huw Morris was on out and as he turned to leaving the backs a man with Tata Steel, before 

hand to pick up and dive pass infield his femur short. The move paid off completing a successful 

snapped. as they got the shove on inaugural championship 

The game was delayed for Holman to heel campaign at Bonymaen 

20 minutes as the physios against the head, the following Satutrday. 
saw wing Rhodri Usher It was groundhog day considered it unwise to enabling Derrick to pick The Athletic would 
cross wide out fo^ an at the start of the second move him. Eventually up and kick the ball way like to thank Jerome 
half with both sides both sides agreed to com- into the Blackwood half. Matthias of Center Great 
later Lewis crossing the whitewash plete the game on the Wing Kyle Dobbin for sponsoring the fix- 

10-5 with a in the first four minutes, adjacent 2nd XV pitch. followed up and tackled ture. AB 

' The Athletic were his opposite number and 
forced into a reshuffle; then did the same as the 


over the try line for his 
sixth try of the season; 
outside half Steve Lewis 
converted from 
touchline. 

Blackwood attacked over; Lewis converted to 
from the restart and an give the Athletic a 20-12 
excellent back line move interval lead. 



Tom Morgan takes on three defenders. 
PICTURE BY GLENNSPORTS 


Again 


Tom Morgan suffered a 
broken femur and full 
back James Olds a bro¬ 
ken bone in his hand. 

Blackwood came into 
the game having won 

seven out of eight of their ;rto7ive“the'''vis'itorT a ^etre 

loof -Pivliifoo T^Eo AfElofir* - — - ® .. IIICLIC 


This time Blackwood 
Blackwood scored first when 


responded with a period missed tackle on halfway No 8 Sean Derrick went ball was offloaded to the 
of pressure resulting in a le^i to a try for full back into the centre, hooker full back, 
try for flanker Rhys Nathan Gittins Mustoe went to blindside This loosened the ball 

Watkms; outside halt Athletic respond- flanker, and Callum to the floor and a hack 

Paul Emmanuel convert- when from a five McCloud came on as over the try line saw 


last fixtures. The Athletic 
were also in form and the 


13-12 advantage. 

Both sides then nulli- 


scrum Derrick open side; Nathan scrum half Thomas win 


picked up and fed Lewis Holman came on to hook the foot race to secure the 
who handed on to Tom and Matt Muir came on bonus point try; it was 

also his third try in three 


bonus point win made it f;gd gach other with Z Z i 

14 points in seven days defaces hoiZrouT S ““ 

with a midweek bonus „if„Z >>reak_and put_ replace- _ Despite the changes successive games. Lewis 


noint wiZvCTPontvnool teams piayea to ment full back Lawrence the Athletic were looking again converted from the 

and last Saturday’s excel- run‘’sh?ne^TZ lEc SZhvwiSits ftsi 
lent away win at another struck again on the stroke ZUii i Lif! " 

^ club of half time. 

Livewire scrum half 


former giant 
Newbridge. 


five minutes Athletic an excellent 38- 

touch of the ball. Lewis’ remaining flanker 17 win against very diffi- 

touchline conversion McCloud was adjudged cult opponents. 

; lead to 25- to have handled at a ruck. The win moved the 

furious pace. Within two penalty 40 metres out ‘y. and received a yellow club four points clear of 

• . -y - The Athletic were now card. Blackwood opted Llanharan and took their 

SIX defenders ascendancy. Prop for a five metre scrum place at seventh in the 

hema halted Apsee and flankers hoping for a pushover top half of the 

-- . Ren Thomas and Sean ^j-y. Championship table. The 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


The game started at a Aled Thomas took a tap 
irious pace. Within two penalty 40 metres out 
minutes Athletic No 8 and set off on a mazy run 
Sean Derrick picked up beating 

from a five metre scrum before ucmj- nmicu mu_ c_ 

and bulldozed his way inside the 22. Prop Rod , 

_ i _ ^ Williams were particular- 

ly visible in the pack, 
ably supported by cap¬ 
tain Simon Mustoe, Huw 
Morris and locks Jamie 
Doherty and Griff 
Davies. 

Thomas was lively at 
scrum half, while Lewis 
turned in a man of the 
match performance 

orchestrating the back 
division with Morgan 
and youth team centre 
Chris Price and influen¬ 
tial wings, Kyle Dobbin 
and Nick Hinton, often 
seen crashing through on 
inside moves through the 
centre. The pressure told 
as Blackwood conceded 
penalties and Lewis was 
deadly on the day, 
extending the lead to 31- 
17 with two further 
penalties. 

On the hour Morgan 
ran out of his own 22 and 


Bppors 
TrartMB 

Scy nO y B 
Jumbo Vans 
Luton 
Vara 

Tipper ructos 
Craur oab dropftidae 



(01656) 

660160 

Full <tatails avo4abla on our 

www.wickvanhirexo.uk 


Bridge club 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 


In addition to the regu¬ 
lar club nights on 
Wednesdays and Eridays 
at Nolton Church Hall at 
Wednesday, April 17: - to which all 

Eirst John Beard and bridge plyers are wel- 
Tony Haworth, second come - on Thursdays, 
Norma and David from 2pm until 5pm, also 
Newman, third Geoff at Nolton Church Hall, 
Barnes and Dave there are gentle bridge 
Barwood. sessions primarily for the 

Thursday, April 18: less experienced and 
Eirst Rob Eorman and where assistance is avail- 
Jeff Barnett, with Dave 
Lee and Stuart Erancis in 
second place. 

Eriday, April 19: Eirst „ 

Mary Moore and Jane 
Brook, second Barrie ^67968, John Evans on 
Jenkins and Eleanor 01656 880372 or David 
Jones, third Steve Newman on 01656 
Burgoyne and Bill 649138. 

Turner. DN 


For further informa- 
ton contact Steve 
01656 



riversidehardware 

& engineers supplies 


BRIDGEND’S MAIN 
cflioul GAS DEALER * 

Bottled Gas available here ^ 

(or all your LP6 requirements ' 


-.4 — 


A Wide range of cylinder iizes 
available lor all your domestic 
and industrial reqjiremerkta 

FREE same day 
delivery! 


nvjns fitonrabon oortsct 

01656 662449 rtvensidehardvrare co uk 

HeirttSt Hlf<Uur« a Ittl'rrr^ iM'lItt 

till B^kl|e«l HfUali MilClrrtn|ai Cfit 


Free Local Delivery 



































